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Japan 


Government's Position in U.S. Trade Talks 
OW2704 113788 Tokyo KYODO in English 1117 GMT 
27 Apr 88 


[Text] Washington, April 27 KYODO—The first round 
of U.S-Japanese talks on a farm trade dispute begins 
Wednesday with the timing of Japan's market liberaliza- 
tion expected to be the focus of the discussions. 


Takashi Sato, minister of agriculture, forestry and fish- 
eries, will plunge into talks with U.S. Trade Representa- 
tive Clayton Yeutter at 8:45 a.m. (9:45 p.m. Japan 
Time). 


Sources close to the negotiations said discussions will 
also center on Japan's proposal for a surcharge on U.S. 
beef and orange imports and the expansion of annual 
quotas before liberalization of the market is fully real- 
ized. 


They said Sato will propose the opening of the Japanese 
market to U.S. beef imports within three years on the 
condition that the United States accepts a surcharge. 


Sato will also offer to open the Japanese market to U.S. 
Oranges within five years, they said. 


As for liberalization of orange juice imports, both sides 
remain wide apart and it would be difiicult to solve the issue 
before council meeting of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade scheduled for May 4, the sources said. 


The Sato-Yeutter meeting will be the first since the 
previous round of their discussions broke down in late 
March. 


Takeshita Interviewed on Foreign Policy 
OW262155 Tokyo NHK General Television Network 
in Japanese 1320 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita interview with NHK 
correspondent Hisanori Isomura at the prime minister's 
official residence in Tokyo in the morning of 26 April on 
the “International Community and Japan’s Response” 
special program——recorded] 


[Text] [Isomura] Mr Prime Minister, good morning. 
[Takeshita] Good morning. 


[Isomura] When I was looking at the landscape outside 
the official residence, I saw azaleas in bloom and bril- 
liant vegetation. I think that time goes by very quickly, 
but has it been almost 1/2 year since you became the 
occupant of this official residence. 
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[Takeshita] Yes. Strictly speaking, | have been here for 
173 days. [laughter] Really, since becoming the occupant 
of this residence, | have been busy attending the extraor- 
dinary Diet session; addressing the land issue; and, after 
visiting ASEAN, formulating the budget and then visit- 
ing the ROK, the United States, and Canada and sitting 
in on the Diet budget committee. When by chance | 
noticed it, it was 2 beautiful spring day, feeling just like 
you, Mr Isomura, just said. 


{isomura} Mr Takeshita is known as a super veteran in the 
area of domestic affairs, having served as chairman of the 
Diet Policy Committee for six consecutive terms. Before 
coming here to meet you today, | read many of your 
books, including the “Theory of Native Town Creation”, 
and heard various things about you from my colleagues. 
Today, however, I want to take time to listen to you on 
your collective foreign policy. | believe that you have not 
talked much about foreign policy, have you? 


[Takeshita] I have not. | have often met you abroad... 


{Isomura, interrupting} We met only on foreign soil. 


{laughter} 


[Takeshita] My experience was in the area of—should | 
call it monetary diplomacy—attending international 
conferences mostly on the foreign exchange rate, the yen 
rate, and other monetary questions. Therefore, } myself 
realize that in my career | have had rather little: experi- 
ence in the area of political diplomacy. 


{Isomura] It may mot sound too good, but you were part 
of the monetary mafia [laughter], as you just mentioned, 
and held talks secretly. But now you are prime minister 
and you go places where various ceremonies are held. 
Common knowledge is that when one goes into the 
White House entrance, one’s legs tremble. Some say that 
unless you have undergone this experience, you do not 
know this. Did you feel that way? 


[Takeshita] It is very appropriate that you just men- 
tioned the monetary mafia. [laughter] | certainly believe 
that I was one of them. So, so-called summit diplomacy 
is a new experience for me. Since by nature I am not the 
type to be excited too much, I became tense, but not so 
much as to have trembling legs. I say this because I am 
conscious of the fact that I represent the country. 


[{Isomura] This may be like teaching your grandmother 
to suck eggs—hecause you served as chief cabinet secre- 
tary and deputy chief cabinet secretary for a long time 
and you know about it—but it is a taboo in this program 
to talk about something bloody. [laughter] Therefore. 
today I hope to ask ,ou about your foreign policy in 
general, your philosophy about diplomacy, and, above 
all, your diplomatic schedule from now through the 
golden week [7-day period beginning 29 April and end- 
ing 5 May]. On 29 April you are scheduled to leave for a 
European tour, followed by a crush of dipiomatic itiner- 
aries. You will be attending the UN General Assembly 
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special session on disarmament; you will be visiting 
France and other European nations that you have not 
visited yet; and then you will be participating in the 
Toronto summit. Since you have so many things to do 
from now through the summer, | think | will ask you 
one-by-one. Of the past, present, and future of Takeshita 
diplomacy, | think we had better dispatch the past in one 
word. As a matter of fact, National Assembly elections 
were held today in the ROK, our neighbor country. 


[Takeshita] That is right. General elections 


{[Isomura] According to news media observations, it is 
believed that the ruling party will probably win and 
political stability will be attained. You met with new 
ROK President No Tae-u and saw our neighbor country 
raking smooth economic progress. What do you thi k 
about the situation? 


[Takeshita] In the economic field, I would like to make a 
comparison by recalling Japan at the time of the Tokyo 
Olympics. In the Olympic year of 1964, a general assem- 
bly of the IMF and the Worid Bank was convened in 
Tokyo. Therefore, I think the Olympics served as a big 
momentum for the Japanese on the whole to demon- 
Strate their great vitality. Precisely 3 years ago, an 
IMF-World Bank general meeting was held in South 
Korea, and the Olympics will be hosted there this year. 
Therefore, | can feel from the South Korean people the 
same energy displayed by the Japanese at that time. 
Moreover, President No Tae-u, who was elected for the 
first time under democratic procedures, has been inau- 
gurated. Therefore, besides vitality, 1 can also feel that 
democratization in a soft [sofuto] sense is in progress. 


[Isomura] Is that so? | believe it was just before you 
visited Seoul that I met new President No Tac-u for 
nearly | hour. I also had the opportunity to meet him 
earlier (ast summer. Anyway, I got the impression of a 
very mild-mannered man and | couid hardly believe he 
was a former soldier. 


[Takeshita] That is true. 


[Isomura] I understand that the catchword now prevail- 
ing in the country is potong saram. It means ordinary 
men. 


[Takeshita] You are right. 


[Isomura] He is very humble and says he is a fool 
because of his name [Chinese ideograph for Tae-u means 
big fool]. [laughter] His natural diplomatic style seems to 
have something in common with you, Mr Prime Minis- 
ter, do you not think so? 


[Takeshita] When he spoke of ordinary men or common 
people, I felt as if he were talking about me. [laughter] I 
think everyone gets a very soft [taihen sofuto na] impres- 
sion of him. At the same time, I can feel his passion 
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toward a big national event; namely, the Olympics must 
be made a success by all means. | feel in my heart that we 
should render as much cooperation as possible. 


{Isomura] You have toured ASEAN and attended an 
ASEAN meeting in the Philippines. They say that a 
Pacific era is now dawning, and you have also written 
about it in your theory of creating a native town image. 
Keeping Asia in the big picture and having a good 
understanding with the United States... [Takeshita, 
interrupting] Yes. Right. 


{Ilsomura] In that connection, what did you feel in the 
Philippines and the other countries? 


[Takeshita] I really felt their great expectations of our 
country. Asia's population is expected to exceed 3 billion 
in the next month or so. If | remember correctly, it wall 
account for 57.6 percent of the world population, to be 
exact. [laughter] 


{Isomura} Amazing. You are so good at figures. [laughter] 


[Takeshita] We must meet the expectations of ASEAN 
leaders who represent those countries. Of course, eco- 
nomic cooperation is a way, but | want to set greater 
value on each other's cultures, student exchange, and so 
to speak, heart-to-heart linkage. 


{Ilsomura] In that case, | think the so-called summit 
diplomacy, after all, amounts to heart-to-heart diplo- 
macy as you have just mentioned. It is strongly influ- 
enced by—in the phrase on everone’s lips today—indi- 
vidualistic performances. 


[Takeshita] In the first place, meeting one another often 
helps establish individual relations of confidence, and I 
think this is an important matter, Although at that time 
Manila was under martial law and there were peace and 
order and various other questions, I visited Malacanang 
Palace twice without any inhibitions. In that way, I think 
I somehow contributed te deepening our individual 
relations of trust. 


{Isomura] The way we see it, it has been a show of 
diplomacy, so to speak, very typical of you, Mr 
Takeshita. That is, you first visited the ROK, then 
ASEAN, thus strengthening relations with neighboring 
nations. You are now set to visit Europe. In this connec- 
tion, I recently heard British Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs Howe say that European leaders hold 
summit talks at least six or seven times a year, and as for 
foreign ministers, they meet once a week on the average. 
Meanwhile, Europe is planning to create a unified mar- 
ket; it is heading toward the creation of what might 
appear to be a single nation, the united states of Europe. 
Ata time like this, you will be there as a visitor from afar. 
Consequently, you may have many things on your mind. 
Regarding your Europe tour, what priorities do you 
currently have in mind? 
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{Takeshita} As France 1s currently in the midst of a 
presidential election, | will go to the Vatican first. 
Although it only has a population of | 000, we, needless 
to say, also have an embassy there. The pope and his 
followers, said to number 800 million, are praying for 
peace. | will be received in audience on behalf of our 
nation and its fundamental peace policy. Then, I will 
visit Italy, the UK, and the FRG in that order. 


In general. people these days often mention the word 
trilateral when discussing various matters in U.S.-Japan- 
Europe relations, be it economic, cultural or science and 
technology. In my view, the relationship should be that 
of an equilateral triangle in every possible sense. Cur- 
rently, it tends to be an isosceles triangle; look at the 
relations between Japan and Europe, in trade or in the 
size of investments. Indeed, Europe has a population of 
370 million, the United States 230 million, and Japan a 
litthe over 120 million. Nevertheless, we should make 
conscious efforts to build equilateral triangle-type rela- 
tions. | will keep this in mind during my discussions with 
other leaders. 


[Isomura}] While we are on this subject, please let me add 
that last month | visited EC headquarters in Brussels 
under a program to promote dialogue between Japan and 
Europe. As you have just said, Japan’s investments in 
Europe are only one-fortieth of Japan-U.S. investments 
or of U.S.-Europe investments as investment activities 
are particularly vigorous between the United States and 
Europe. Therefore, Japan should pay greater attention to 
Europe. | also met with Mr Delors, president of the EC 
Commission, and Mr De Clerq [EC commissioner for 
external affairs] and found that the EC officials are also 
pinning tiigh hopes on your visit. | understand that your 
visit to EC headquarters will be made after the UN 
General Assembly special session to be held in June. In 
my view, the Japanese in the past had a one-sided love 
affair with Europe while Europe was rather cold; today, 
however, Europe has increasingly high expectations of 
Japan. This means that you will be there at the right time 
and with a favorable wind. 


[Takeshita] Among EC officials, Mr Delors and Mr De 
Clerq were once fellow finance ministers as I. I was 
looking forward to seeing them this time but had to put 
it off for the next opportunity. | had their prior under- 
standing, and I advised them that the arrangement 
should by no means be taken as suggesting that I attach 
less importance to meeting with them. 


Speaking of Britain, Mr Howe, whom you have referred 
to, was chancellor of the exchequer before becoming 
secretary of state for foreign affairs. At meetings of 
finance ministers, when the time came to issue a joint 
communique, I used t> say that one would be safe to 
express his or her agreement with whatever Mr Howe 
said. The reason—I even told him so—was that the 
communique would be written in English, and therefore 
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expressions he used would be most accurate, also 
because | learned the English of his country. He was 
happy to hear my explanations. 


Mr Howe visited Japan this year as did Mr Young, 
secretary of state for trade and industry. Expectations are 
high indeed for Japan's role, and the wind is favorable, 
as you said. My feelings are that | will be received 
warmly although there are a variety of individual issues. 


[Isomura} My next question is exactly about that point. 
Unlike you, Mr Prime Minister, my arithmetic is rather 
poor. Earlier | said that Japan-Europe investments are 
one-fortieth of U.S.-Europe investments; I rechecked my 
notes and found that the correct figure is one-twentieth. 
Please let me correct what I said. At any rate, the present 
isosceles triangle-type relations should be changed into 
an equilateral triangle-type. The atmosphere is good, but 
various problems still remain unresolved. For viewers of 
this program, please allow me to cite one example. It is 
about whiskey in which everyone is interested. I visited 
Britain in late March last year when THE TIMES, the 
most influential paper, in a headline story on 31 March 
said that Mrs Thatcher, from her face-to-face talks with 
then Prime Minister Nakasone during the To’. yo summit 
the previous year, gained the impression that Japan was 
committed to revising its liquor tax; that is, to reducing 
Scotch whiskey prices. On the first day of that summit, 
the story goes, Japanese-made whiskey was served; 
Scotch whiskey was served on the last day; however, I 
cannot reveal the brandname here because this is an 
NHK program. Thus, Mr Nakasone deeply impressed 
Mrs Thatcher, who thought he showed the same spirit 
European politicians would show by demonstrating 
today the results of yesterday's negotiations. She was 
confident that import liberalization was definitely com- 
ing. The liberalization never came, and she was very 
angry, said THE TIMES. In summit-level diplomacy, 
things that are meant well can have an adverse reaction, 
angering people if original expectations are not materi- 
alized. This time, however, it is expected that your 
response will be a very favorable one as far as the 
whiskey issue is concerned, according to newspaper 
stories. Will you comment on this? 


[Takeshita] Since I served as finance minister, | have 
some experience with the liquor tax [shuzeij, which we 
often colloquially call sake-zei just like specialists call 
customs tax [kanzei] seki-zei because it is levied at the 
checkpoint [sekisho]. The liquor tax issue is complex, 
and I have rearranged some factors involved. As is 
known, GATT—which can be compared to a trial court 
specializing in trade problems—ruled that products 
belonging to the same class should be levied with the 
same tax. I can promise that this ruling will be reflected 
in Our upcoming tax reform. One problem is that differ- 
ent countries have different liquor tax systems. In Japan, 
we have the so-called taste test, with specialists tasting 
each brand to determine its quality and eventually 
levying the tax; it is decided by alchohol content in 
Britain. 
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{Isomura] | understand it has something to do with malt 
and the degree of purity. 


[Takeshita] Yes, the liquor in raw form [genshu], so to 
speak. From Mrs Thatcher's viewpoint, therefore, hers is 
whiskey and ours is ususky [diluted whiskey] [iaughter]: 
although we do not have such a word as ususky. it will be 
made clear that we will do away with class differentia- 
tions. Cu. ently, consultations are under way among 
officials concerned on various points including differ- 
ence between Japanese and British liquor tax systems. | 
am planning to provide some concise explanations and, 
by doing so, to obtain the necessary understanding. It is 
indeed one of those individual issues on the agenda. 


{Isomura] Furthermore, it involves something that 
appeals to the public. Until recently, there was the ski 
import issue between Japan and Europe. Someone in 
this country said that ihere is a difference in snow quali*y 
between Japan and Europe, and this greatly angered 
Europeans. That was a good example of Japan spreading 
the impression of being a closed market the world over. 
In more serious areas, what topics do you plan to discuss 
with European leaders? 


[Takeshita] I have already met them all in the past while 
I was finance minister. Basically, therefore, my plan calls 
for strengthening a relationship of trust with them. In the 
political area, the next U.S.-USSR summit is coming. 


{Isomura] It is scheduled for late May, is it not? 


[Takeshita] Yes. While we cannot predict ihe outcome of 
that summit at this point of time, I am planning to have 
an exchange of views with European leaders on issues 
relating to the so-called disarmament and arms control. 


Speaking of economic issues, as you have said a few 
times already, roughly in the 1945-65 era the United 
States accounted for more than one-half of the worid’s 
GNP. Today, the United States, Japan, and Europe 
combined account for approximately 55-56 percent. 
Consequently, nowadays we have to unite to support the 
world economy, which was then dependent on the 
United States alone—on the Marshall Plan and other 
measures it provided. Based on this common philoso- 
phy, I will inform them that Japan will do its best to 
expand its domestic economy. We will exchange views 
also on European problems such as unemployment. 
Also, I will work for a closer relationship, as | mentioned 
in the beginning of this interview. Both Japan and 
Europe have long historical and cultural traditions; there 
was an era in history when people tried to build the 
highest form of culture by harmonizing the East and 
West through the Silk Road. With that in mind, | am 
planning to discuss with leaders exchanges of researchers 
and men of culture. 


{Isomura] Since Mr Reagan assumed office, the United 
States and USSR have held as many as four summits, 
and the next one will be in Moscow. At the time of the 
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last summit, which was held last December. | said in a 
newscast that the U_S.-USSR summit had entered an era 
of specific discussion. For example, they agreed on the 
elimination of INf, the intermediate-range nuclear 
force; it appears rather difficult to expect an accord on a 
50-percent cul in strategic nuclear arms to be reached in 
the upcoming Moscow summit. Ne vertheless, the United 
States and the Soviet Union are heading steadily in that 
direction. European leaders you are going to visit have 
their own concept about relations with the Soviet Union, 
I belheve. In particular, Mrs Thatcher and Mr Gorbachev 
can have heart-to-heart talks with each other, aithough 
there are ideological differences between them. So, there 
may be a discussion about Japan's policy toward the 
Soviet Union. Suppose you were asked about it; how 
would you respond” 


[Takeshita] Mr Gorbachev's domestic policy of pere- 
stroyka and the talks on intermediate-range nuclear 
forces have been settled. Of course, this is gratifying. In 
the long run, it is desirable that all nuclear arms and 
nuclear strategies vanish. I believe that at the present 
Stage, disarmament and arms control are conducted 
gradually, and at the very least a big step forward has 
been made. To Japan, the abolition of the SS-20 and 
other nuclear weapons is a joyful matter, but that is not 
enough. Now they have to begin with the \ssue of 
Strategic nuclear arms, which you have just said may be 
difficult to settle this time. 


In Japan's case, there is one principle: We want to carry 
out a dynamic foreign policy, but the territorial issue 
remains unresolved. In light of the diplomatic principle, 
it is impossible to conduct diplomatic negotiations with 
this issue put aside. 


On this issue, therefore, we will continue to press our 
demand to the Soviet Union; at the same time, I feel that 
we can, in response to any dynamic initiatives from the 
other side, conduct bilateral talks on a variety of matters, 
economic or cultural. 


{Isomura] Was it when you were chief Cabinet secretary 
that people used the expression the duck’s webbed feet 
under the water in reference to Japan-China relations? In 
Japan-USSR relations, too, while both countries hold on 
to their respective principles, does the Takeshita admin- 
istration regard a breakthrough in the relations, left 
unaccomplished by Mr Nakasone, a major goal? 


[Takeshita] Should it be defined as a goal, or a wishful 
thinking under the existing principles as we discussed? It 
shouldn't be just wishful thinking; it must be translated 
into reality, I think. 


Indeed, in the days of the Sato cabinet, Mr Shigeru Hori, 
who was th:n chief cabinet secretary and one of my 
predecessors, issued many messages concerning Japan- 
China relations. The efforts he represented were charac- 
terized as the duck’s webbed feet under the water. 


FBIS-EAS-88-081 
27 April 1988 


Regarding Japan-USSR relations, | think that similar 
efforts should be continued by both ruling and opposi- 
tron parties. | think this 1s our task. 


[Isomura] Turning to another subject, on 15 May the 
Soviet troops are expected to withdraw from Afvhanistan 
through an understanding between the United States and 
the Soviet Union. | think that this will stimulate moves to 
resolve regional disputes. Of course, | do not mcan to say 
that the Soviet military withdrawal will immediately bring 
about peace in other regions. On the contrary, some 
believe that it will further intensify internal conflicts 
among various tribes like the current situation in Leba- 
non. it is reported that you have instructed the foreign 
minister to do things Japan can do as a peaceful country 
such as sending persons as members of a monitoring team. 
May I hear your views on this? 


[Takeshita] As you have pointed out, everybody would 
definitely welcome the Soviet military withdrawal, 
because such a withdrawal has repeatedly been called 
for. However, how will the situation develop after the 
withdrawal? The United States and the Soviet Union 
differ in their views regarding the current government in 
Afghanistan. I really hope that a unified, peaceful 
regime—_ven if it is a transitional one—will be estab- 
lished. Now, what will Japan be able to do? It cannot do 
a.ything of a military nature in view of its constitutional 
sprit. Therefore, it will be able to offer assistance through 
the United Nations. Such help will involve monetary 
contributions. At the same time, it involves sending 
envoys. That is, Japan should think about how it can 
help the country take domestic measures after the Soviet 
withdrawal. The other day, a certain person told me that 
those 5 million Afghan refugees now living in other 
countries hope to return to their homes but that awaiting 
them in their nation are only ravaged farm villages. 
Noting that Japan is good at drainage works, the person 
Suggesied that Japan could help in this field. I think that 
such assistance should be carried out through the United 
Nations. At any rate, we should not hold too ontimistic 
a view that the Soviet withdrawal will be immediately 
followed by peace. There are many rumors about inter- 
nal conflicts in Afghanistan. Therefore, we should view 
things in that country realistically, but at the same time 
intend to fulfill its role through the United Nations. | 
think this is the way Japan should handle this issue. 


[Isomura] | understand that you will attend the UN 
General Assembly special session on disarmament. An 
accord has been reached on nuclear disarmament, that 
is, on INF abolition, between the United States and the 
Soviet Union. They are also moving toward a reduction 
of strategic nuclear arms. We welcome these moves as 
the only nation victimized by atomic boms. However, 
the European position on this issue seems a little differ- 
ent from ours. That is, Europe fears that it will lose its 
nuclear deterrent against the superior Soviet and Eastern 
conventional armed forces if the United States and the 
Soviet Union reach accords in this field too quickly. It 
fears that speedy delegitimization—as it is called by 


v4) 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


former Secretary of State Kissinger-—of nuclear weapons 
is a Soviet scheme to make Europe play into its hands. 
Mrs Thatcher and FRG Chancellor Kohl are rather 
critical of these moves. Therefore, a growing argument 1s 
expected that disarmament of conventional weapons 1s 
more important, is it not? 


[Takeshita] As you have pointed out, countries affiliated 
with NATO argue that peace and equiliorium are main- 
tained by nuclear deterrence. In fact, regarding conven- 
tional arms the other side holds the advantage by a ratio 
of four to one and regarding ch mical weapor, some 
people say it maintains a superior positicn by a ratio of 
nine to one. Therefore, a well-balanced reduction of 
conventional weapons should immediately follow 
arrangements on strategic nuclear arms. in addition, 
efforts should be made for settling regional issues such as 
the recently started move in Afghanistan. | really hope 
that this move in Afghnistan will lead to peace in 
Cambodia through contacts with Vietnam. 


{[Isomura] I have just asked about some political issues. 
Now, I would like to ask about economic affairs, in » Sich 
Japan plays a major role, such as the Toronto summit, a 
meeting of leaders of the advanced countries. Domiestic 
demand has increased and smooth progress is seen in 
fulfilling various promises, including commitments made 
in the Maekawa Report. If the current good situation 
continues, you will be able to attend the summit meeting 
this year quite lightheartedly, don’t you think? 


[Takeshita] I think that everything you have pointed out 
is certainly a result of the people’s efforts. In other 
words, administrative reform has been accomplished in 
the popular belief that it is heaven's order. Among major 
issues, we were able to divide and privatize the National 
Railways. The Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Public 
Corporation [NTT] and the Tobbaco and Salt Public 
Corporation have turned into private companies. Thus, 
we are now able to effectively use various incomes such 
as one from the sales of the NTT stock. This effective use 
of various incomes provided a basis for simultaneous 
pursuits of fiscal reform and promotion of domestic 
demands. Therefore, | can say that foreign countries now 
appreciate our achievements in increasing the promo- 
tion of domestic demands more highly than when | was 
finance minister. In view of today’s need for Japan to 
contribute to the world, it is fine to work for the 
improvement of the world economy through the promo- 
tion of domestic demands. However, I believe that Japan 
should strive for assistance to and cooperation with 
developing nations as weil. In this regard, it is expected 
that the issue of countries with accumulated debts will 
naturally be brought up at the Toronto Summit. Japan 
has thus far carried out economic cooperation such as 
the ODA [official development assistance], but Japan 
will be asked to step up cooperation more substantially 
at the Toronto summit. Concerning the Mackawa 
Report which you have mentioned, our eco omic 
restructuring efforts caused localities to undergo various 
common pains. However, | believe that these efforis 
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have created the impression among foreign countries 
that Japan has been working toward this goal at a higher 
rate of speed than expected.I think that these efforts 
deserve appreciation. 


{Isomura}] Speaking of domestic demands or improve- 
ment of economic structure, it should be noted, in 
particular, that there are countries that are called Asian 
NICS [newly industrialized countries], or should | say 
the newly indvstrialized region? Among them, the so- 
called four rising dragons, including the ROK and Tai- 
wan, have made remarkable achievements. Regarding 
our relations with these countries, in the case of the 
ROK, Japan's imports from the ROK last year increased 
by 52.7 percent over that of the previous year. Thus, 
Japan shou!d not stick to merely purchasing and process- 
ing materials and then exporting products. Instead, 
Japan is now switching to equally sharing the interna- 
tional division of labor with Asian countries, the NICS 
in particular, and I feel Japan itself should be proud of 
this shift. However, from the viewpoint of European 
countries or the U'nited States, the NICS may turn into 
another Japan. Without appreciating their currencies, 
these countries are taking Japan's place and making 
achievements instead. Is it net true that severe remarks 
have been voiced against the NICS? 


{Takeshita} It was precisely in the Olympic year that 
Japan joined the OECD. With admission into the 
OECD, Japan took her place in the sisterhood of 
advanced nations, and I recall talking to the ROK people 
about these facts some 2 years ago. However, judging 
from the atmosphere and also considering the viewpoint 
of European countries or advanced r.ations—as you have 
just mentioned—the so-called NICS will probably have 
some hesitation in taking their place in this sisterhood. 
In this connection, | feel that Japan will have to under- 
take the mission of playing an intermediary. 


As you have just mentioned, the NICS’ relations with 
Japan have been moving, at least, toward the sharing of 
the division of labor. Therefore, \s Japan has been a 
target of criticism: as well as being cited as a model for 
imitations, we should have a constant exchange of views 
with NICs based on our own experience. And while 
further improving our mutual understanding. I might 
venture to say that it is our duty to play the role of an 
intermediary for our neighboring countries. 


{isomura] Whenever the summit talks approached in the 
nast, our leaders used tu feel nervous or rather worri.d as 
Japan was treated as a defendant because of its favurable 
economic development. However, now when other par- 
ticipants impose demands on the NICS instead of bash- 
ing Japan, will you be ready to speak up for them and act 
as an intermediary as you have just mentioned? 


[Tak¢shita] Well, since Japan attends these meetings of 
industrially advanced nations as the only member from 
Asia, I think I should attend with the feeling that Japan 
represents the consensus in Asia, including both NICs 
and the ASEAN members. 
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{Isomura] There is another topic—should | call ut a 
hidden topic?-for the . vronto summit’ The US. Con- 
gress has recently centered on the issue of the omnibus 
trade bill. In a way, they have been a little hysterical. The 
emergence of new protectionism 1s another danger. Even 
a member of the Takeshita Cabinet denounced it with 
rather strong wording. The tone of European newspapers 
with respect to this trade bill is that they find the United 
States a little funny. Are you going to remonstrate—this 
may be the wrong word: make rcquests to the United 
States along with Mrs Thatcher and Mr Kohl for the sake 
of the alliance? 


[Takeshita] At the time of the Venice summit last year 
former Prime Minister Nakasore advised the United 
States to strive to further reduce is twin deficits: the 
trade deficit, of course; and the fiscal deficit. | thought 
this was a Courageor's statement. When you take charge 
of finance, if you remonstrate with other countries on 
their financial matters, they will ask: Are you not inter- 
fering in our domestic affairs? Or they will ask you: In 
that case, Mr Japan and Mr West Germany. will you 
carry the burden?” So, come to think of it, I think I have 
been refraining to a certain extent. Stull, | think that we— 
Japan and West Germany or Britain—should make 
things clear regarding these questions. 


Today Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries Minister Sato 
left for the United States for the final round of talks on 
the beef and orange issue. We have to keep in mind that 
Japan owes what it is today to the free trade principle: 
The Japanese economy is the country that has benefited 
most from the free trade principle. We must continue 
striving to eliminate various obstacles, and show this in 
our attitude. Although we are communicating well with 
the U.S. Admiristration, I think that we will have to 
make them a factor for changing the public opinion, 
including that of the Congress. 


{[Isomura] You just said that you tend ‘o be reserved 
because you feel you should not interfere in another 
country’s internal affairs. Lately, however, some partic- 
ipants in the Western summit talks have been bringing 
up so-called surveillance. 


[Takeshita] That is right. 


[Isomura] That, so to speak, is to poke your nose into 
others’ kitchens and keep an eye on one another, is it 
not? That is because the global economy is one. We hope 
that you will not hesitate to speak to the United States 
with the hominess of allies. If things are left intact, the 
United States will continue to say unreasonabie things. 
When the beef, orange, and other issues are settled, they 
‘vill make new demands. Of course, the omnibus trade 
bill is certainly not aimed only at Japan, but, taking a 
close look at its various articles, it will affect Japan. 


[Takeshita] You are right. 
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{[Ilsomura] We hope that you will by all means speak out 
without hesitation, in the Takeshita-style soft-spoken 


way 


[Takeshita] I agree with you totally. I will say what | 
must. When I first became a Dietman the ratio of per 
Capita income between the United States and Japan was 
7:1. Now it 1s a little more than 50:50. We have to bear 
in mind that this reflects a remarkable change. There- 
fore, we must assert that the United States must exert 
more entrepreneurial 2nd other endeavors. 


The surveillance you just mentioned began in the days 
when I was finance minister. It was decided that it would 
be better to have someone to chair when arguments are 
too harsh, so we requested that the IMF managing 
director act as a steering Committee member. | think that 
this was a good thing for the sake of policy cooperation. 


[Isomura] You said that the IMF managing director is 
chairman playing a judge's role. Considering the latest 
U.S. behavior, it looks like the United States is assuming 
the role of prosecut’:7 and judge. 


(Takeshita, laughing] [Words indistinct}... 


{Isomura, interrupting] To make the United States 
clearly understand, }Ar Prime Minister, you shoud 
deepen your intimacy with the European leaders and 
give advice to the United States hand-in-glove with Mr: 
Thatcher and Mr Kohl, instead of by yourself. 


[Takeshita] [Word indistinct}. 


{Isomura, interrupting] Regrettably, our time is running 
out. You have been advocating a Japan to contribute to 
the world. Earlier you mentioned a little about intergo- 
vernmental aid. Are you thinking of making it like the 
Marshall Plan, cutting a dash rather than mincing in 
small doses? 


[Takeshita] Th.s is under very close debate by not only 
the government, but also the LDP, and I think that we 
will have to act in accordance with this. 


{Isomura] I hope that you wiil make strenuous efforts, 
not only in perseverance diplomacy, but also in spectac- 
ular diplomacy. Thank you very much for being with us 
today despite your busy schedule. 


[Takeshita] Thank you. 


Vice MITI Minister To Visit U.S. in May 
OW 261419 Tokyo KYODO in English 1323 GMT 
26 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 26 KYODO—Shinji Fukukawa, vice 
minister of International Trade and Industry, will visit 
the United States from May | to 6 at the invitation of the 
Council on Foreign Relations, Ministry of International 
Trade and Industry (MITI) officials said Tuesday. 
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He will give lectures on Japan's foreign trade policy in 
San Francisco, New York and Boston, and will also 
exchange views with scholais and experts. 


Fukukawa is the first MITI vice minister in charge of 
administrative affairs to go to the U.S. in 16 years, the 
officials said. 


The New York-based council, known for its authorita- 
tive views on foreign affairs, has a membership of 2,600 
from the government, business and mass media. 


Uno on Easing COCOM Ruies for PRC 
OW261303 Tokyo KYODO in English 1256 GMT 
26 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 26 KYODO—Foreign Minister 
Sosuke Uno said Tuesday his government is coasidering 
a further easing of COCOM [Coordinating Committee 
for Multilateral Export Controls] rules on China and a 
broad policy may be presented to China during his 
coming trip to Beijing. 


Uno said in an interview with Japanese mass media that 
since Sino-Japan friendship is important, the goverv- 
ment is studying various measures to ease Cocom rules 
on the communist nation. 


He said the United States and Britain are also studying 
relaxing COCOM regulations pertaining to the populous 
Asian nation. 


Chinese Premier Li Peng last week expressed dissat'sfac- 
tion over what he called economic damage caused by the 
one-year suspension of exports by Japan's Toshiba 
Machine Co. to communist nations. 


The company, 2 subsidiary of Toshiba Corp., had its 
exports suspended fter it was found to have sold sensitive 
high technology products to the Soviet Union in violation 
of rules of COCOM, a Paris-based multinational body 
that monitors exports to the communist bloc. 


Uno also expressed his regret over Cabinet Minister 
Okuno’s statement last Friday criticizing China's senior 
leader Deng Xiaoping and denying wha: is claimed to be 
Japan's aggressive behavicr in World War II. 


He added that the government of Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita and many Japanese people think 
Sino-Japanese friendship is very important. 


“I would like to convey our intention to China that the 
two countries should cooperate with each ~*her without 
losing sight of a broader perspective,” Un; said. 


The statement by Okuno, who is director gencral of the 
National Land Agency, triggered sharp reactions from 
China and South Korea. 


FBIS-EAS-88-08 1 
27 April 1988 


Uno said he hopes to seek Chinese understanding of a 
real estate issue pending between the two countries by 
explaining Japan's system of separation of powers. 


He was referring to the Osaka High Court ruling last year 
awarding the ownership of the Kokaryo Chinese student 
dormitory in Kyoto to Taiwan. The ruling has deveioped 
into a hot diplomatic issue. 


Uno said the government is interested in improved 
relations between Chin-. and South Korea but ruled out 
an immediate Japanese role in bridging their relations. 


In addition to China, Uno will also visit Hong Kong, 
Indonesia and Singapore until May 8. 


Response to Okuno Remarks Said ‘Regrettable’ 
OW 261337 Tokyo NHK Genera! Television Network 
in Japanese 1000 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] At today’s plenary session of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, Prime Minister Takeshita said that it was 
regrettable that National Land Agency Director General 
Okuno’s remarks on the visit to Yasukuni Shrine drew a 
critical response from newspapers in China and that 
there was no change at all in the government's views 
regarding past history as described in the Japan-China 
Joint Statement. 


On the other hand, according to a KYODO report irom 
Beijing, Communist Party of China organ RENMIN 
RIBAO again carzied a critical articie dealing with Direc- 
tor General Ok:sno’s statement yesterday at a session of 
the House of Representatives Special Committee on 
Land Probleras. The article criticized that he had made 
an improbable e¢. cuse. 


Korean Views Security Talks for 
OW2704101188 Tokyo KYODO in English 0739 GMT 
27 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 27 KYODO—A top official of the 
Tokyo-based, pro-Pyongyang organization on Wednes- 
day denounced a series of Japan-South Korea liaison 
council meetings which began the same day in Tokyo to 
discuss safety measures to protect this year’s Seoul 
Olympics. 


Paek Han-ki, international bureau chief of the General 
Association of Korean Residents in Japan, issued a 
statement that North Korea said the meetings are aimed 
at putting “unwarranted pressure” on the association 
under the “pretense” of working out safety measures for 
the games and requested that Japan ensure the human 
rights of North Korean residents here. 


Paek also denounced the presence of Japanese Self- 
Defense Agency officials in the meetings as well as the 
reported military exercises on air and at sea by the 
Unitea States and Japan during the summer games. 
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North Korea 


Pre-Olympic Meet Said Planned 
OW 230745 Tokvo KYODO in English 0650 GMT 
23 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 23 Kyodo—North Korea plans to 
hold a iarge-scale sports meet of communist nations just 
before the September | 7-October 2 Seoul Olympics, the 
MAINICHI SHIMBUN reported Saturday. 


Quoting a source close to a parliamentary league pro- 
moting friendship with Pyongyang, the daily said the 
meet is scheduled to begin late in August and last until 
early in September. 


Closing ceremonies of the meet will likely be held 
Sepiember 9, when North Korea celebrates the 40th 
anniversary of its national founding, the pape: juoted 
the source as saying. 


Informal invitations have already reached meribers of 
the parliamentarians league through an association of 
pro-Pyongyang Korean residents in Japan, it said. 


North Korea announced in January it would not partic- 
ipate in the Seoul games unless its demand for cospon- 
sorship is met. 


The Soviet Union and 48 other countries joined in an 
international sports meet soon after boycotting the 1984 
summer Olympics in Los Angeles. 


U.S., Japan ‘Arms Buildup’ for Olympics Viewed 
SK2604052188 Pyongyang KCNA in Englisn 
0455 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 26 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today in a signed commentary notes that the U.S. 
and Japanese reactionaries and the South Korean pup- 
pets who established a “three-way cooperation system” 
on the plea of “guaranteeing” the Olympic “security” are 
now tending toward ill-boding military actions. 


The U.S. imperialists intend to hurl their Navy and Air 
Force into South Korea from Japan any moment for the 
“safe holding” of the Olympics and, if necessary, to make 
shipments of their troops even from the Philippines and 
stage an “unprecedented-in-scale” U.S.-Japanese joint 
naval exercise during the period of the Olympics. 


Fhis is an open arms buildup, an undisguised demon- 
stration of strength and war manoeuvres staged under 
the signboard of the Olympics, says the -ommentary. 


The U.S. and Japanese reactionaries and the South 
Korean puppets are trying to create the impression that 
the Olympics were being threatened, with a voluble talk 
about “danger of terrorism” by someone and “threat 
from the North,” in an effort to justify their war provo- 
cation manoeuvres 
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“Threat™ to the Olympics is their sheer fabrication 
aimed at abusing the Olympics for their insidious polii- 
ical and military purposes. 


It 1s Outrag~ous and an extremely despicable and shame- 
less jargon » say that the Olympics is being “endan- 
gered” by the DPRK where the whole party and the 
whole country have been mobilized for peaceful con- 
struction. 


They are kicking up such a clamorous racket with the 
approach of the date of Olympic holding precisely with 
the aim of findine ** a¢vance a pretext to lay at the door 


of the DPRK ' a possible serious confusion in 
South Korea tn .. disturb the Olympic games and 
thereby tos « .ilitay provocations against the DPRK. 


They must clea _.lize that however noisily they may 
advertise about “threat” to the Olympics, taking issue 
with the DPRK, they will gain not>ixg from it and 
cannot conceal their aggressive nature, s\\esses the com- 
mentary. 


Soviet Government Delegation Continues Visit 


Meets VW’ ith Kim Pok-sin 
SK2604054288 Pyongyang KCNa in English 
0441 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 26 (KCNA)}—The Administra- 
tion Council arranged a party Monday evening at the 
Mansudae Assembly Hall for the Soviet Government 
delegation headed by Vsevolod Murakhovskiy, first vice- 
chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Soviet 
Union. 


In her speech at the party Vice-Premier Kim Pok-sin 
warmly welcomed the Kcrean visit of the Soviet Gov- 
ernment delegation and said that in the past period the 
Soviet people had striven for the strengthening and 
development of the friendly and cooperative relations 
between the DPRK and the USSR. Today the Soviet 
people under the leadership of the Communist Party cf 
the Soviet Union headed by respected Comrade Mikhail 
Sergeyevich Gorbachev are waging a powerful struggle to 
implement the decisions of the 27th party congress and 
greet the 19th all union party conference with success of 
labour, she noted, and went on: 


The Korean people rejoice as over their own over the 
achievement made by the Soviet people and wish them 
greater success in their future endeavours to accelerate 
the socio-economic development. 


Referring to the traditional relations of friendship and 
cooperation between the Korean and Soviet peoples, she 
expressed the belief that the 22nd session of the Inter- 
Governmental Economic, Scientific and Technological 
Consultative Committee of the DPRK and the USSR 
will be closed with success in an atmosphere of mutual 
understanding and comradely cooperation. Speaking 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


next, head of the delegation Vsevolod Murakhovskiy 
said that the Soviet-Korean relations had favourably 
developed thanks to the commonness of the final aim 
and mutual interests. The meeting of Comrade Mikhail 
Sergeyevich Gorbachev, general secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 
and Comrade Kim Il-song, general secretary oi the 
Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and 
president of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 
in October 1986 attached a particular importance to the 
cooperation between the two countries, he noted. 


We can say with satisfaction that all agreements at this 
meeting are being implemented with credit. 


The Soviet Union fully supports all the DPRK proposals 
and initiatives for nationai reunification to reduce the 
armed forces of North and South stage by stage, convert 
the Korean peninsula into a nuclear-free, peace zone and 
hold a North-South joint conference. 


Holds Cons ziiative Talks 
SK 2604054088 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0429 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 26 (KCNA)—Plenary talks were 
held at the Mansudae Assembly Hall Monday between 
the Korean and Soviet government delegations in con- 
nection with the 22nd session of the Inter-Governmental 
Economic, Scientific and Technological Consultative 
Committee of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 


Present at the talks on our side were Vice-Premier Kim 
Pok-sin, Vice-Minister of External Economic Affairs 
Kim Chong-u and other officials concerned and on the 
opposite side were the members of the ‘ielegation headed 
by Vsevolod Murakhovskiy, first vice-chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the Soviet Union, and Soviet 
ambassador to Korea Gennadiy Bartoshevich. 


The issue on further developing economic, scientific and 
technological cooperation between the DPRK and the 
Soviet Union was discussed at the talks which proceedec 


in a friendly atmosphere. 


USSR’s Gen Luashev Visits 
SK2604075288 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1300 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] The visiting Soviet military deiegation led by Petr 
Lushe:, first vice minister of defense of the Soviet 
Union, visited the Mangyongdac. 


Hearing about the immortal story of the historic home at 
the Mangyongdae, the guests attentively viewed the 
historic objects which have been preserved with precious 
care. 


The guests had a picture taken ir front of the old home 
of the Mangyongdae. 
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The head of the delegation said that the Mangyongdae is the 
great place of education for the Korean people as well as for 
the progressive peoples of the world. He said that the 
Mangyongdae is a very revolutionary and historic relic. 


He noted that the course of respected Comrade Kim 
Il-song’s life is the one that all growing new generations 
should follow. 


The guests also toured various revolutionary relics on 
Mangyongbong Hiil. 


The delegation also toured the Kim Il-song general 
military college. 


Slogans were hung on the college campus stating: We 
warmly welcome the Soviet military delegation! and long 
live the invincible militant friendship and unity between 
the peoples and armies of Korea and the Soviet Union! 


When the guests arrived at the college, the faculty 
members and student warmly welcomed them. 


A woman soldier presented a bouquet of flowers to the 
delegation. 


The guests inspected the educational facilities of the 
college. 


The delegation also toured the Fatherland Liberation 
War Victory Monument. 


After the tour, the head of the delegation said that the 
respected Comrade Kim II-song led the fatherland liber- 
ation war of the past to viciory. 


Saying that they jointly fought shoulder to shoulder with 
the Korean people, he noted the need to further expand 
and develop the friendly relations between the peoples 
and armies of the two countries. 


The delegation also toured the Chuche Idea Tower and the 
Pyongyang subway, and visited the 809th Unit of the KPA. 


Military Group Leaves 
SK230451 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0433 GMT 23 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 23 (KCNA)—The Soviet mili- 
tary delegation led by General Petr Lushev, first vice- 
minister of defence of the Soviet Union, left for home on 
April 22. 


It was seen off at the airport by chief of the General Staff 
of the Korean People’s Army Choe Kwang and others 
and Soviet Ambassador to Korea Gennadiy Bartoshe- 
vich and his embassy officials. 


A delegation of the international bureau for the tourism 
and the exchange of youth headed by its Vice-President 
Gyula Tarcsi arrived in Pyongyang on April 21. 
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Kim Il-song Greets Afghanistan on Anniversary 
SK2604105188 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1013 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 26 (KCNA)}—Comrade Kim 
Il-song, general secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea and president of the Dem- 
ocratic People’s Republic of Korea, sent a message of 
greetings on April 25 to Comrade Najibullah, general 
secretary of the Central Committee of the People’s 
Democratic Party of Afghanistan and president of the 
Republic of Afghanistan, on the occasion of the 10th 
anniversary of the victory of April Revolution in 
Afghanistan. 


The message says: 


Since the victory of April Revolution, the Afghan people 
under the leadership of the People’s Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan have surmounted all sorts of difficulties on 
their way ahead and brought about big changes on the 
road of creating a new life. 


The Korean people render firm solidarity to you in your 
endeavours to promote national reconciliatwon and 
unity and ensure the country’s stability and peace and 
wholeheartedly wish comrade president and the Afghan 
people greater successes in the future struggle to defend 
the gains of April Revolution and build an independent, 
neutral and non-aligned Afghanistan. 


The message expresses the conviction of the daily 
strengthening and development of the close friendly and 
cooperative relations between the two countries. 


Meeting Marks April Revolution 
SK2604045888 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0432 GMT 26 APR 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 26 (KCNA)}—A meeting was 
held in Pyongyang Monday to commemorate the 10th 
anniversary of the victory of the April Revolution in 
Afghanistan. 


Speaking at the meeting, Chon Yon-ok, vice-chairman of 
the Committee for Cultural Relations With Foreign Coun- 
tries and vice-chairman of the Korea-Afghanistan Friend- 
ship Association, said that since the victory of the revo- 
lution the Afghan people have struggled to defend the 
gains of the revolution and build a new prosperous 
Afghanistan. She hoped that the Afghan issue will be 
solved by the Afghan people themselves independently 
and peacefully in conformity with their will and interests. 


She wished the Afghan people greater success in their 
endeavours for freedom, peace and social progress. 
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Speaking next, Afghan Ambassador to Korea Mohamad 
Ayan Ayan expressed, on behalf of the Afghan party and 
government, thanks to the Democratic People’s Repub- 
lic of Korea and the Workers’ Party of Korea for sup- 
porting the Afghan policy of national reconciliation. 


Noting that the Republic of Afghanistan severed diplo- 
matic relations with South Korea after the victory of the 
April revolution, he said: Our Republic supports the 
peaceful reunification of Korea and demands the with- 
drawal of nuclear weapons from South Korea. 


I wish the people of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea a greater success under the wise leadership of the 
respected leader of the Korean people Comrade Kim 
Il-song and the dear leader Comrade Kim Chong-il. 


Long live the great leader Comrade Kim II-song! 
Long live the dear leader Comrade Kim Chong-il! 


A message of greetings to the president of the Republic of 
Afghanistan was adopted at the meeting. 


Iranian Special Envoy Meets Kim Il-song 
SK2604 101788 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1011 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 26 (KCNA)—The great leader 
President Kim Il-song on April 26 received Vice-Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs Javad Mansouri visiting Korea as 
a special envoy of His Excellency Sayyed ‘Ali Khame- 
ne’i, president of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and his 
companion. 


On hand were Vice-Premier and Foreign Minister Kim 
Yong-nam and Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs Pak 
Ui-chun. 


Reza Sayyed-Mohammadi, ambassador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary of the Islamic Republic of Iran to 
Korea, was also present. The special envoy conveyed to 
President Kim Il-song a personal letter and a gift sent by 
His Excellency Sayyed ‘Ali Khamene’i, president of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 


President Kim Il-song expressed thanks for this and 
conversed with the guests in a cordial and friendly 
atmosphere. 


Kim Il-song Gi-ets Sierra Leone President 
SK2604 105388 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1017 GMT 26 Apr 88 


{Text} Pyongyang April 26 (KCNA)}—President Kim 
Il-song sent a message of greetings on April 25 to Sieira 
Leonean President Joseph Saidu Momoh on the occa- 
sion of the 27th anniversary of the independence of 
Sierra Leone. 


The message says: 
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The Korean people rejoice over the great successes the 
people of Sierra Leone are registering in their efforts to 
consolidate the country’s independence and build an 
independent and prosperous new society under your 
leadership. 


The message sincerely wishes the Sierra Leonean presi- 
dent and people bigger strides in the future work for the 
country’s prosperity and expresses the conviction that 
the friendly and cooperative relations between the two 
countries will further develop in scope in conformity 
with the idea of independence and non-alignment. 


Kim Il-song Greets Tanzanian President 
SK2504110688 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1050 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 25 (KCNA)}—President Kim 
Il-song of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
sent a message of greetings on April 23 to Ali Hassan 
Mwinyi, president of the United Republic of Tanzania, 
on the occasion of the 24th anniversary of the founding 
of the United Republic of Tanzania. 


In the message he says that since the founding of the 
United Republic the Tanzanian people have made a 
vigorous advance along the road of socialism and self- 
reliance illumined by the “‘Arusha Declaration”, and 
continues: 


The Korean people are rejoiced over many successes 
made by the Tanzanian people in the efforts to streng- 
than the stability of the country and national unity and 
build a society of justice free from exploitation and 
oppression, while continuously and resolutely opposing 
imperialism, colonialism and racism. 


I take this opportunity to sincerely wish you and the 
Tanzanian people greater success in the struggle for 
implementing the decisions of the Third Congress of the 
Chama Cha Mapinduzi and achieving the complete 
liberation of southern Africa. 


I express the belief that the excellent relations of friend- 
ship and cooperation between our two countries will 
continue to expand and develop in the spirit agreed upon 
at our meeting in Pyongyang. 


Daily Observes KPA Founding Anniversary 
SK2604151188 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0007 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 25 April editorial: “The KPA is 
the Invincible Revolutionary Armed Force United as 
One Around the Party and the Leader’’] 


[Text] It has been 56 years since our revolutionary armed 
forces sounded their first gun in the forests of Mt Paektu. 
As a new turn has been effected in the revolution and 
construction and the might of our People’s Army has 
become stronger than ever before, we are significantly 
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greeting the anniversary of the founding of the KPA. The 
great leader Comrade Kim il-song’s founding of the 
Korean People’s Revolutionary Army [KPRA], our peo- 
ple’s the first revolutonary armed force, on 25 April 1932 
was an immortal historic achievement that will remain 
forever in the history of our fatherland. 


The founding of the KPRA was the majestic birth of a 
genuine revolutionary chuche-type armed force of in our 
country. With the founding of the KPRA, the long- 
cherished desire of our people to have their own army so 
as to pioneer the destiny of the nation by their own 
strength was brilliantly realized. Our people’s historic 
Struggle for national liberation, class liberation, and 
socialist and communist construction has been victori- 
ous and our chuche-oriented revolutionary cause has 
been firmly guaranteed militarily, thanks to the founding 
of our revolutionary armed forces. 


For more than half a century since the declaration of its 
birth, our revolutionary armed forces have traversed the 
road of victory and glory and registered immortal 
exploits in defending and advancing the chuche cause. 
Our revolutionary armed forces waged the heroic anti- 
Japanese armed struggle for 15 years to smash the 
Japanese imperialist aggressors. Through armed struggle, 
our revolutionary armed forces finally achieved the 
cause of national liberation. 


The KPA, which was strengthened and developed into 
regular armed forces after national liberation [in 1945], 
directly succeeding the KPRA, humbled the U.S. impe- 
rialists—who boasted of being the strongest force in the 
world—in the fatherland liberation war against their 
armed invasion and honorably defended the freedom 
and sovereignty of the fatherland. Since then, our Peo- 
ple’s Army has not only reliably depended the security of 
the fatherland by sternly smashing the enemies’ constant 
new war provocation maneuvers for aggression, but has 
also greatly contributed to socialist construction. 
Reflected in all the gains of our revolution and all the 
successes attained in the revolution and construction are 
the proud achievements of our Army and the noble 
blood and sweat shed by the officers and men of the 
People’s Army. 


Our People’s Army has enjoyed the deep trust and love 
of all of our people because of the immortal exploits it 
has performed for the fatherland and the revolution in 
every significant period of the struggle to pioneer, 
advance, inherit, and consummate the chuche cause. 
Our revolutionary armed forces have been tempered and 
refined politically, ideologically, militarily, and techno- 
logically and have grown into an invincible rank with 
chuche-oriented tactics and rich combat experience 
amid the flames of protracted and arduous revolutionary 
struggle. Today our People’s Army demonstrates its 
honor as invincible revolutionary armed forces rallied as 
one around the party and the leader and as a matchless 
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and invincible rank with modern military equipment. 
The might and invincibility of our revolutionary armed 
forces lie in the infinite loyalty of our People’s Army to 
the party and the leader. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the Presidium of the 
Political Bureau and secretary of the party Central 
Committee, has indicated: It is the greatest glory and 
pride of our party to have the People’s Army, wiich 
resolutely safeguards and defends the party and the 
leader and which carries out all orders and instructions 
of the party to the end, going through fire and water. 


Loyalty to the party and the leader is not only the first 
life of our People’s Army, but also the basic source of its 
invincible might. The People’s Army is a glorious revo- 
lutionary rank that advances, upholding and following 
the party and the leader and cherishing a more thorough 
revolutionary Outlook on leader than any other rank. 
Since the day of their founding, our revolutionary armed 
forces have deemed it the loftiest duty to resolutely 
safeguard and defend their leader and have brilliantly 
realized this. 


Martyred anti-Japanese revolutionary fighters cherished 
deep in their hearts the firm faith that the respected and 
beloved General Kim Il-song is precisely the destiny of 
the fatherland and the revolution. Because of their firm 
faith, martyred anti-Japanese revolutionary fighters 
fought, devoting their lives to safeguarding and defend- 
ing the great leader not only at fierce battlesites, but also 
on the scaffolds. 


Even today, after a long time has passed, our People’s 
Army has consistently been the shield for safeguarding 
and defending the party and the leader. Because of this, 
the honor of our People’s Army continues to shine today. 


The loyalty of the People’s Army in upholding the party 
and the leader is vigorously demonstrated in thinking 
and struggling only according to the ideological will of its 
leader under all difficult circumstances. Our party’s 
ideological will is precisely the ideological will of the 
People’s Army, and the road of chuche designated by the 
party is precisely the road of victory and glory. This has 
become the firm faith of the People’s Army. 


Today the ideological and spiritual state of the People’s 
Army is very good. All the officers and men of the 
People’s Army have been firmly armed with the chuche 
idea. They have cherished deep in their hearts firm faith 
that the key to all victories lies in maintaining the disci- 
pline of unconditionally and thoroughly carrying out the 
party’s orders and instructions. The pure appearance of 
our People’s Army is found in its firm determination to 
absolutely trust only our party’s ideology, to breathe 
according to the party’s intent, and to share its destiny 
with the party to the end amid all internal and external 
situations no matter what difficulties it may face. 
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Struggling in response to the party’s call, going through 
fire and water, are precisely the ideological and mental 
traits of our Peopie’s Army today. Absoluteness in break- 
ing through and surmounting all difficulties once the 
party has called is precisely a proud trait that overflows 
to the entire Army. 


Following construction of the epochal Sohae Lockgate, 
which was completed over the short span of only 5 years, 
numerous miracles are now being created along the road 
of today’s great construction march. This constitutes a 
mighty demonstration of the absolute might of the 
People’s Army, which goes through fire and water once it 
has received the party’s call. The might and invincibility 
of our People’s Army find expression in brilliantly 
inheriting the great revolutionary tradition. 


Our People’s Army is a glorious revolutionary armed 
force that is being strengthened and developed on the 
immortal cornerstone of the anti-Japanese revolutionary 
tradition. The revolutionary tradition that the great 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song created amid the flames of 
the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle is a genuine 
model for the revolutionary tradition that the revolu- 
tionary army should inherit. 


The noble spirit that rallied around the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song, upholding him as the center of 
unity, the noble self-sacrificing spirit, and the indomitable 
revolutionary spirit that defended the headquarters of the 
revolution by blocking bullets with bodies; the revolution- 
ary spirit of self-reliance and fortitude that made weapons 
using bare hands and attacked the enemy with them; and 
the anti-Japanese revoluoionary tradition, including unity 
between the officers and men of the Army and unity 
between soldiers and civilians, have become the source of 
the strong temper of our army today. Such a revolutionary 
tradition has been invariably inherited even today when 
the revolution has advanced far. This is because of the 
wise leadership of our party. 


The great leadership of our party, which has advanced 
firmly grasping the revolutionary tradition, has become 
a decisive guarantee that makes it possible for our army 
to vigorously display its indomitable temper as heir of 
the glorious tradition. By inheriting the revolutionary 
tradition under the party leadership, today our revolu- 
tionary armed forces are reliably defending the chuche 
cause without the slightest degree of trepidation under 
all difficult circumstances, firmly trusting the party and 
the leader and invariably holding aloft the banner of the 
revolution, the banner of the chuche idea, which flowed 
in the forests of Paektu. 


The might and invincibility of our revolutionary armed 
forces also find expression in realizing kindred cohesion 
and unity among the party, the army, and the people. 


Our People’s Army and the people have the same intent 
and spirit in upholding the party’s cause. The People’s 
Army and the people firmly believe that, when they fight 
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through the leadership of our party, no matter how the 
situation may change, the prospects for the revolution 
will be achieved and a difficult situation will turn 
favorable. Both the Army and the people are filled with 
a firm resolve to defend and uphold the party’s cause. 
Because of such unanimity in ideological will, the army 
and the people, forming inalienable blood ties, love and 
help each other, are firmly united around the party and 
the leader, and are endlessly loyal to the single road of 
upholding the party’s cause. Because the party, the army, 
and the people form a monolithic body in this fashion, in 
our country, unity in ideological will and accord in 
action are firmly guaranteed among the entire party, the 
entire army, and all the people. Single-mindedness and 
unity can be achieved in this fashion. This is a most 
valuable feat that cannot be bartered for anything and is 
a source of the invincibility of our Army. 


Truly, the KPA boasts of being an invincible revolution- 
ary armed force that is united with the party and the 
people and strongly prepared politically, ideologically, 
militarily, and technologically. Because it is such a 
reliable revolutionary armed force, the victorious 
advance and completion of our revolutionary cause is 
firmly guaranteed. We boast of having an invincible 
revolutionary force that can solidly defend the party and 
the revolution against any enemy aggression. Our Peo- 
ple’s Army could be raised and strengthened to being an 
invincible revolutionary armed force wholly because it 
upholds a great leader [widaehan yongdoja] as its head. 
Our revolutionary force has been raised and strength- 
ened into an iron-willed rank of invincible power 
because it has advanced according to the wise leadership 
of the respected and beloved leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song, the founder and the supreme commander of our 
revolution. 


The great leader Comrade Kim II-song early on put forth 
chuche-type self-defensive military ideas and correct 
lines and policies on founding an army and has wisely 
exercised leadership in implementing them, thereby 
strengthening and developing our People’s Army into 
ever-victorious revolutionary armed forces. Because the 
great leader Comrade Kim Il-song is also today exercis- 
ing leadership as the head with the same noble spirits 
and vigorous energy with which he climbed and passed 
the rough peaks and high ranges of Mt Paektu, in our 
country the party, the army, and the h people, united 
with high revolutionary spirit and optimistic spirit, are 
destroying the enemy's maneuvers to provoke a new war 
and are successfully carrying out the cause of socialist 
construction. 


Because of the leadership of our party, which is bril- 
liantly implementing the chuche-oriented idea on found- 
ing an army, a new turning point is being achieved in 
building our revolutionary armed forces. Because the 
dear Comrade Kim Chong-il is energetically leading the 
overall work of building revolutionary armed forces that 
center around the work of endlessly strengthening and 
developing our army into an army of the leader and the 
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people, the future of the army has become more brilliant. 
Because it upholds the great leader as the head of the 
revolutionary armed forces, our People’s Army, always 
filled with an ever-victorious conviction and revolution- 
ary optimism, is stoutly defending the security of the 
fatherland and revolutionary causes. 


Our People’s Army, which, along the road shown by the 
respected and beloved leader Comrade Kim II-song, is 
implementing orders and instructions issued by the dear 
Comrade Kim Chong-il by going through even fire and 
water, is filled with the firm belief that it will also in the 
future have the honor of being ever-victorious, invinci- 
ble revolutionary armed forces. Today, the heavy yet 
honorable task of consolidating the might of the People’s 
Army according to revolutionary development and the 
prevailing situation lies before us. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has taught: 
Upholding the slogan that calls for modeling the entire 
army after the chuche idea, we must vigorously wage 
struggle to further strengthen the People’s Army politi- 
cally, ideologically, militarily, and technologically. 


The situation in our country is now more tense than at 
any other time. The U.S. imperialists and their cat’s 
paws are more viciously kicking up maneuvers to pro- 
voke a new war against our Republic and are aggravating 
the situation to the utmost. The more the class enemy 
strengthens its challenge to the revolutionary cause, the 
more solidly we must manage the People’s Army politi- 
cally, ideologically, militarily, technologically and the 
further we must strengthen overall defenses. Basic in this 
is further strengthening our Army’s political and ideo- 
logical might as an army of the leader and the party. 


The dear Comrade Kim Chong-il has pointed out that as 
it did in the past, as the army of the leader and the party, 
our People’s Army must in the future as well defend its 
leader its party, its system, and its fatherland, by risk of 
life and must solidly protect and consolidate the cohe- 
sion and unity between our party and the People’s Army 
generation after generation. Upholding the slogan that 
calls for modeling the entire army after the chuche idea, 
we must raise all the soldiers into indomitable revolu- 
tionary fighters who are endlessly loyal to the party and 
the leader, and must more firmly establish the work 
system of thoroughly implementing the leadership of the 
party in building the army and carrying out military 
activities. Firmly establishing a monolithic ideological 
system in the party and being endlessly loyal to the 
leadership of the party is a decisive guarantee for 
strengthening the might of the People’s Army. 


Most important in strengthening our People’s Army is 
for the entire army to firmly believe in the greatness of 
the party and the leader in any environment and more 
firmly unite around the leader. The greatness of the party 
and the leader is a fundamental source of the might of 
our Army. It is also a basic source that gives birth to the 
heroism of our Army. All the People’s Army officers and 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


men must possess high pride in upholding the great 
leader as its head and in the unprecedented cohesion and 
unity achieved among the party, the army, and the 
people. Also, the more tense the situation becomes, the 
more solidly it must defend and maintain this unity. To 
do so, all the People’s Army officers and men must more 
deeply study and perceive the principles of the revolu- 
tionary view the leader [suryong] elucidated by our 
party, and based upon this, must steadfastly protect and 
defend the center of unity from beginning to the end, and 
solidly consolidate unity among the leader, the party, 
and the army. Maintaining high revolutionary spirit and 
vigorously accelerating the work of revolutionizing the 
entire army is important to strengthening the might of 
the People’s Army. Our people and the People’s Army, 
who are carrying out the revolution amid a tense situa- 
tion, cannot loosen their revolutionary spirit even for a 
moment. The People’s Army officers and men cannot be 
absorbed in a peaceful mood before the revolution is 
accomplished and must also in the future live and fight 
in a revolutionary manner with the revolutionary spirit 
of arduous struggle with which they wade through fiery 
rivers and cross wet tidal flats. 


As has been noted in the slogans of the party Central 
Committee, our party has now assumed the revoiution- 
izing of the entire Army as an important issue. All the 
KPA men and officers should firmly prepare themselves 
as true revolutionaries who devote themselves to the 
party and the revolution by deeply understanding the 
intentions of our party, which has now drawn up a policy 
of revolutionizing the entire army, and by accelerating 
revolutionizing themselves. 


It is the great pride of our army to thoroughly implement 
the order and directives issued by the party, going 
through fire and water. As far as the party’s orders are 
concerned, the People’s Army has never allowed any 
negotiations or even the slightest deviation, nor has it 
ever failed to do what the party wants. The People’s 
Army is now faithfully carrying out its sacred duty of 
defending the fatherland, crushing the intensified 
maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists to provoke a new war, 
while displaying labor exploits on the difficult and 
arduous fronts of socialist construction. 


The People’s Army, as it has in the past, should uncon- 
ditionally and thoroughly fulfill the orders and directives 
issued by the party and more thoroughly establish disci- 
pline and the work system of moving as one under the 
party center's command, upholding the party’s policy 
and lines. As immediate tasks, it should thoroughly carry 
out the tasks that face the People’s Army as presented in 
the slogans of th: party Central Committee on the 
occasion of the 40th anniversary of the founding of the 
Republic. 


The People’s Army soldiers who are realizing our party's 
great intentions should vigorously display the revolu- 
tionary spirit of the heroic KPA in erecting the monu- 
mental creations of the workers’ party according to the 
trust and expectations of the party and leader. 
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Strengthening military and political exercises without 
interruption is an important requirement in raising the 
combat capabilities of the People’s Army. The People’s 
Army soldiers should qualitatively fulfill their tasks of 
military and political exercises without deviation in 
response to the slogan, “Exercise, study, and live—all in 
manner of the anti-Japanese guerrillas,” and should have 
thorough knowledge of modern military technology and 
equipment according to the demands of modern warfare 
and strategy. At the same time, they should thoroughly 
observe the five policies to strengthen combat capabilities 
and the ten rules to observe during their service in the 
army, while strengthening study and organizational life. 


Further strengthening the all-people’s defense system by 
thoroughly implementing the policy of arming all the 
people in the country and of turning the entire country 
into a fortress is important in solidly cementing the 
country’s defense capabilities. All the people should 
become not only innovators who perform feats in social- 
ist construction, but also credible defenders of the coun- 
try and should turn the entire country into an impregna- 
ble fortress. 


Highly displaying the unity between officers and men 
and the unity between the Army and people is an 
important demand in strengthening the might of the 
People’s Army. The indomitable might of our People’s 
Army lies in the fact that all the men and officers highly 
display revolutionary comradeship based on their uni- 
lateral aspirations and desires to uphold the party and 
the leader. By more highly displaying revolutionary 
comradeship along the road to realizing the party’s 
cause, all the men and officers should firmly unite and 
bring the beautiful custom of unity between the officers 
and men to full flower. 


In our country the noblest Army-people relations are 
being inherited and developed from generation to gen- 
eration. The party’s intentions are that the Army should 
serve the people and the people should wholeheartedly 
help the Army. The People’s Army soldiers should 
thoroughly defend the people’s interests and all the 
peopie should actively back the Army both materially 
and spiritually. Functionaries who sincerely help the 
Army are those who truly uphold the party and the 
soldiers who love the people are the true revolutionary 
fighters who genuinely follow the party’s intentions. 


The People’s Army soldiers and people should rock 
solidly defend the security of the fatherland, keenly 
watching the enemy’s provocative maneuvers by main- 
taining a high degree of vigilance and an alert posture. It 
is Our people’s great pride that the unity among the 
leader, party, and the army has been realized and that 
they have a faithful Army that goes through fire and 
water when it is summoned by the party and leader. 


Our revolutionary cause is always invincible and ever- 
victorious as it has at its disposal the mighty revolution- 
ary armed forces struggling to defend its system and 
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fatherland at the risk of life upholding the greai leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song and under the wise leadership of 
the glorious party center. 


South Korea 


No Tae-u Issues Statement on Election Results 


Accepts Election Defeat 
OW 270405 1688 Tokvo KYODO in English 0356 GMT 
27 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] Seoul, April 27 KYODO—President No Tae-u 
Wednesday lost control of the South Korean legislature 
in a crippling general election setback that set the course 
for a confrontation with the majority opposition. 


Unofficial returns showed that voters in Tuesday’s elec- 
tions handed an overall majority to three major opposi- 
tion parties, though No’s Democratic Justice Party 
[DJP] remained the biggest single party in the National 
Assembly. 


The DJP setback, coupled with the emergence of Kim 
Tae-chung’s Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD] as 
the No. | opposition party, means that the No govern- 
ment will face a formidable task in conducting business 
in the new Assembly. 


Kim claimed victory, telling reporters that the outcome 
reflected a voter verdict against ““money, government- 
power, and bully politics.” 


He stressed that the PPD will secure the fundamental 
rights of the people and press the government to release 
imprisoned political prisoners and give greater auton- 
omy to local governments. 


No accepted the defeat. In a statement released by his 
spokesman, No pledged to do his best to lead the nation 
and work in cooperation with the opposition. 


“The election result is the will of the people, and | will 
accept this fact with modesty,” he said. 


The DJP setback triggered a mass resignation from the 
party leadership to take responsibility for the disaster. 


No, who heads the DJP, is also expected to carry out a 
substantial reshuffle of both the DJP and the cabinet to 
cope with the new opposition challenge, political sources 
said. 


The election outcome was a surprise even to the most 
seasoned political observers, who had predicted a rol- 
lover for the ruling party in face of a split and bickering 


Opposition. 


With 97 percent of the votes counted, unofficial returns 
compiled by the state-controlled KBS Television Net- 
work showed No’s Democratic Justice Party secured 123 
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of the 299 seats contested—85 through direct voting in 
local constituencies and 38 awarded through a propor- 
tional representation system. 


Opposition leader Kim Tae-chung’s Party for Peace and 
Democracy outpaced the Reunification Dem-ratic 
Party [RDP], controlled by rival Kim Yong-sam, wiih a 
total of 72 seats. 


The RDP secured 58 seats, while the Ncw Democratic 

Republican Party [NDRP], a splinter conservative group 

headed by former premier Kim Chong-pil, secured its 

position as the third largest opposition party with at least 

x seats. Ten others went to minor parties and indepen- 
ents. 


Only one constituency remained undecided. 


There are a total of 299 seats in the National Assembly, 
which includes 75 national-constituency seats to be 
shared among competing parties in accordance with 
their garnered votes. 


Except for the first two legislative elections held after the 
Republic of Korea came into existence in 1948, the 
governing party has never lost its overall majority in the 
legislature. [passage omitted] 


Report on President’s Statement 
SK2704034088 Seoul Television Service in Korean 
0151 GMT 27 Apr 88 


[Text] President No Tae-u today said that he, as presi- 
dent, would humbly accept the people’s opinion as 
reflected in the election results and would do his best to 
handle state affairs without discrepancies. Reporter Pak 
Won-ung reports on specifics from the Chongwadae 
press room. 


{Reporter Pak Won-ung] President No Tae-u , saying 
today that it is true that the course and result of these 
elections have left what should be deeply pondered over 
by all people of the country, stated that he, as president, 
would humbly accept the people's opinion as reflected in 
the results of the elections and would do his best to deal 
with state affairs without discrepancies, although the 
DJP has failed to earn the necessary majority of National 
Assembly seats. This was announced by Chongwadae 
spokesman Yi Su-chong. 


President No Tae-u said that, as a result of the elections, 
it has become a pending task for the people to maintain 
a trouble-free political situation, and that the ruling and 
Opposition parties and all people should pool their 
Strength in seeking to secure the political and social 
stability to defend what we have achieved by blood and 
sweat. 
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He said that, in the reality of our country, it is true that 
many difficulties are foreseen because the ruling party 
has failed to secure the majority of National Assembly 
seats, and that furthermore, all people should be con- 
cerned about the rifts which have greatly deepened 
between the provinces. 


President No Tae-u said that, nevertheless, he deeply 
trusts the capabilities of the people who have built the 
country we see today and he believes that the matured 
democratic consciousness of our people will ably over- 
come the concern and difficulties created by the -iection 
results. President No Tae-u said that instead, the results 
of the elections can provide an opportunity to accelerate 
our political maturity, depending on what we do. 


He went on to add that, in order for the government and 
ruling party to handle state affairs smoothly without 
having secured the majority of the seats in the National 
Assembly, the power of which has been drastically 
strengthened, a mature attitude will be more important 
than anything else in settling everything through dia- 
logue and negotiation between the ruling and opposition 
parties. 


President No Tae-u said he is convinced that the ruling 
and opposition parties, all other political parties, and the 
national assemblymen as representatives of the people 
will cooperate in carrying out the tasks of the country 
with a stand to serve for the nation and people. 


He added his pledge that, under all circumstances, with 
the cooperation of the people, he will sincerely carry out 
the mission as president in defending the security of the 
country and in promoting national interest and people's 
welfare, and that he will sincerely accomplish the task of 
the era he promised to the people. 


More No Comments on Results 
SK2704044688 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0433 GMT 27 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 27 (YONHAP)—President No Tae-u 
said Wednesday that he will humbly accept the peoples 
will shown in the general elections, adding that he will do 
his utmost to ensure the smooth operation of state 
affairs. 


No said that while the ruling party won more parliamen- 
tary seats than any other party, it failed to win a majority. 
he added that the most pressing task facing the nation is 
the management of state affairs through stability. 


No, who was inaugurated on Feb. 25 to serve a single 
five-year term, called on the people and political parties 
to help each other secure socio-political stability in order 
to preserve what has been achieved by sweat and blood. 


Tuesday’s elections marked the first time in South 
Korea’s 40-year parliamentary history that a ruling party 
failed to win a majority of National Assembly seats. The 
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DJP had hoped to win about 125 out of the 224 directly 
elected seats, entitling it to an additional 41 seats from 
the 75-seat proportional representation system. 


Predicting that korea will face many difficulties because 
of the ruling party’s failure to win a majority of seats, No 
said a more serious problem in a divided country like 
South Korea is the aggravation of regional antagonism as 
was clearly shown by the election returns. 


The election returns showed that the candidates of the 
three major opposition parties—the Party for Peace and 
Democracy, the Reunification Democratic Party and the 
New Demecratic Republican Party—generally won eas- 
ily in the parties respective provincial strongholds but 
often suffered lopsided defeats in other districts across 
the nation. 


A similar voting trend was evident in the presidential 
election last December when the support for the four 
major candidates, including No, was limited to provincial 
regions. No won the presidential contest on Dec. 16 with 
only 36.7 percent of the vote due to a split in the 
opposition vote between Kim Yong-sam and Kim Tae- 
chung. 


In a statement read by presidential spokesman Yi Su- 
chong, No said that it is important for the ruling and 
Opposition parties to talk and negotiate with each other 
in the new Assembly to ensure the smooth operation of 
state affairs because the ruling party lacks a majority of 
seats, and particularly since the new constitution has 
strengthened parliament’s powers. 


The new parliament, the 13th in Korea, will have the 
right to inspect administration affairs while the presi- 
dent will no longer have the power to dissolve the 
Assembly. 


3 Kims Comment on Election Results 
SK270403 1488 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0303 GMT 27 APR 88 


(Text) Seoul, April 27 (YONHAP)—Kim Tae-chung, 
former president of the opposition Party for Peace and 
Democracy (PPD), Wednesday expressed his gratitude 
to the Korean people for the results of Tuesday's elec- 
tions. 


Kim, the virtual leader of the PPD, attributed the 
better-than-expected results to the peoples’ confidence in 
the PPD as a clear-cut opposition party and the restrain- 
ing influence it can have on the ruling Democratic 
Justice Party (DJP). 


The PPD emerged as the main opposition party in the 
13th general elections, relegating the Reunification 
Democratic Party (RDP) to the status of the second 


largest opposition group. 
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As of 11:00 a.m. Wednesday with nearly all of the votes 
counted, candidates of the ruling party were confirmed 
to have won 86 of the nation’s 224 directly elected seats, 
failing to garner a comfortable majority in the new 
National Assembly despite a divided opposition. 


The PPD captured 46 seats while the RDP, the main 
Opposition party going into Tuesday's elections, won 35 
seats. The New Democratic Republican Party (NDRP) 
won 27 seats. 


We will take the initiative in restraining the ruling party 
and keeping democracy and will continue to push for 
such policies as ensuring decent livelihood for the people 
as we have done since the Dec. 16 presidential election 
last year, Kim said. 


Kim expressed regret over the acute regionalism shown 
in the elections and promised to make efforts to bring it 
to an end. In Tuesday’s elections, the four major parties 
registered sweeping victories in the home provinces of 
their respective leaders. 


Former RDP President Kim Yong-sam said at a news 
conference that he will not be discouraged by his party’s 
performance, which fell short of expectations, and will 
do his best to reform the party. 


Kim, who won a seat in Pusan, said that the RDP will 
look into the fraud and violence allegedly committed by 
the ruling party during the campaigning and focus on 
possible economic difficulties stemming from money 
spent in DJP campaigns which he said had been squan- 
dered. 


Meanwhile, Kim Chong-pil, president of the NDRP, 
expressed satisfaction with the surprising performance 
of his party’s candidates. The party won more than 20 
seats enabling it to form a floor negotiating group in the 
National Assembly. 


Kim also said the election results signal rough sailing for 
the 13th National Assembly as divisive provincialism 
was more conspicuous. 


He also said that a merger of the opposition parties 
would be difficult, adding that the opposition should 
restrain the ruling party through negotiation and dia- 


logue. 


Significance of Election Results Analyzed 
SK2704005688 Seoul YONHAP in English 
2337 GMT 26 Apr 88 


(“News Analysis” by Kim Tae-sik]} 


[Text] Seoul, April 17 (YONHAP)—The results of Tues- 
day’s general elections signal rough sailing for the 13th 
National Assembly as the ruling Democratic Justice 
a led by President No Tae-u failed to win a majority 
of seats. 
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The DJP’s failure to win control of the National Assem- The PPD, led by Kim Tae-chung from South Cholla 

bly also means that President No will have difficulty in Province, won a sweeping victory in the southwestern 

implementing the national policies he favors in view of _—_ city of Kwangju and the Cholla Provinces. The RDP was 

the opposition’s strengthened powers in the Assembly. strong in Pusan and South Kyongsang Province, a 

stronghold of former party president Kim Yong-sam, 

Under the revised National Assembly law, the new while the NDRP led by Kim Chong-pil swept South 

parliament will have the right to investigate national © Chungchong Province, Kim's home turf. 

affairs, unlike the the previous Assembly, while the 

president can no longer dissolve parliament. The ruling party carried most districts in North Kyong- 
P ; ie? sang Province, the home province of President No, while 

In a major upset, the DJP failed to win a majority of 150 the PPD led in Seoul and the DJP led in Kyonggi, 

seats contrary to expectations that it would score an easy Kangwon and North Chungchong Provinces. 

victory over the divided ey oeepeg it marks the first 

time that a governing party failed to carry a majority Of = Efrons to reunite the PPD and RDP are likely to 

enn Dig in Korea's four decades-old continue but an early merger is seen as hardly likeiy. 


Another upset is the emergence of the Party for Peace Although there are numerous calls for a merger of the 
and Democracy (PPD) as the main opposition party. The ‘WO Conservative opposition parties, the predominant 
PPD’s performance relegates the Reunification Demo- Vi€W holds that unification is practically impossible. 
cratic Party (RDP), the dominant opposition party going 
into Tuesday’s elections, to the status of the second __Instead of a merger, the two parties are more likely to 
largest opposition group. Also a surprise is the better- form a joint front in confrontations with the ruling party, 
than-expected showing by candidates of the New Dem- _ political observers say. 
ocratic Republican Party (NDRP), comprising many 
former members of the now defunct Democratic Repub- 
lican Party, the ruling party during the presidency of Pak § Aftermath of Assembly Election Viewed 
Chong-hui. SK270403 1688 Seoul YONHAP in English 

0211 GMT 27 Apr 88 
The emergence of the PPD as the number two party and 
the rise of the NDRP as a floor negotiating group will [By O Chae-suk] 
prevent the ruling party from controlling the assembly as 
it did in the past. 
Should the DJP engage in a sharp confrontation with the {1ext] ry ey Fey easy i oh 
PPD and RDP over a political issue, the DJP may have ~— assembly is expected to confront the two-month-old 
to join forces with the NDRP in order to carry out its — government of President No Tae-u with a serious situa- 
policy plans. tion as it seeks to conduct national affairs and imple- 


If the NDRP aligns itself with the PPD and RDP, the ment the democratization formula he began last June. 
ruling party will be unable to pass a bill by itself. As a 
result, the power of the ruling party in conducting 
parliamentary affairs has been greatly restricted. 


No, who took office on Feb. 25 to serve a single five-year 
term, will face the strongest challenge in the four-decade 
history of South Korea’s modern politics when he 


: Sette, | attempts to carry out his national policies, especially 
pod 4 = DIP b espa oo ao when confronted with the opposition’s strengthened 
reshuffle before the new Assembly convenes for the first  POWers in the assembly. 
time in May. 

Considering that a new constitution has ended the pres- 
A major government shake-up is also expected. ident’s right to dissolve parliament while enhancing the 

assembly’s powers including the right to investigate 
Meanwhile, a striking feature of Tuesday's elections is | 2dministration affairs, one cannot rule out the possibil- 
that none of the four major parties succeeded in garner- _ ity that confrontations in the assembly between the 
ing nationwide support. Instead, the four parties won 80vernment and the opposition parties could reach a 
sweeping victories in their respective strongholds, an _Titical point. 
outcome indicating intensified regionalism. 


The ruling and three major opposition parties, which 
Regional strength was less obvious for the ruling party have each embarked on analyses of the elections’ out- 
than it was for the three major opposition parties, led by come, will work out various measures to cope with 
the three Kims—Kim Tae-chung, Kim Yong-sam and changes in the nation’s political structure which now 
Kim Chong-pil. features a four-party system. 
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President No, who also heads the ruling DJP, is report- 
edly considering a reshuffle of his party’s key office- 
holders including party chairman Chae Mun-sik and 
secretary-general Sin Myong-po who coordinated the 
DJP’s election campaigns. 


In a bid to secure a comfortable majority in the parlia- 
ment, the DJP is also expected to align itself with the 
minor opposition New Democratic Republican Party 
(NDRP) while allowing the NDRP to participate in state 
affairs. The NDRP is led by Kim Chong-pil who served 
as prime minister during the presidency of Pak Chong- 
hui. Pak was assassinated in October 1979. 


The NDRP can now play a key role in the complicated 
relations between the DJP and the two largest opposition 
parties led by Kim Tae-chung and Kim Yong-sam. 


The ruling party is also expected to encourage some 
independent lawmakers to join the DJP. 


The shake-up of the party’s hierarchy is expected to 
follow a reshuffle of the incumbent cabinet headed by 
prime minister Yi Hyon-chae. The extent of a cabinet 
reshuffle will depend on the scale of a possible DJP 
coalition with opposition groups. 


Kim Yong-sam’s Reunification Democratic Party, which 
was replaced by Kim Tae-chung’s Party for Peace and 
Democracy as the largest opposition party in the new 
assembly, will be faced with a serious election aftermath 
and internal upheaval including dissatisfaction over the 
selection of its assembly candidates. 


Kim Tae-chung’s PPD, which emerged from Tuesday's 
elections as the dominant opposition party with its call 
for instituting a system of checks and balances, plans to 
reshape its party organization into a powerful force, 
nominally headed by acting-president Pak Yong-suk. 


The PPD, while maintaining close relations with other 
Opposition groups, plans to lead the nation’s politics as 
the main opposition force under the theme of reform 
with stability. 


Ms. Pak told a news conference that the PPD will act in 
response to the ruling party as long as the DJP shows 
sincere efforts to implement democratization. She added 
that after keeping a close watch on the government's 
attitude toward the PPD’s proposals for democratiza- 
tion, the party will decide whether to cooperate for the 
successful hosting of the Seoul Summer Olympics. the 
PPD’s demands include neutrality of intelligence agen- 
cies, press freedom and release of political prisoners. 


Former PPD president Kim Tae-chung said that both 
the ruling and opposition camps should exert efforts to 
end regional confrontations, which sharply dominated 
the general elections as it did the presidential contest last 
December. 
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The NDRP, which won 27 seats enabling it to become a 
floor negotiating group in parliament, plans to work for 
the assembly’s productive operation by proposing the 
establishment of a three-party meeting designed to work 
out measures to jointly cope with the ruling party in the 
parliament. 


The NDRP will also push ahead with a plan to revise 
presidential and assembly election laws during the four- 
year term of the new legislature. 


DJP Secretary Holds ‘Pessimistic’ View 
SK2704092688 Seoul KYONGHYANG SINMUN in Korean 
27 Apr 88 p 2 


{Text} On the morning of 27 April, DJP Secretary 
General Sim Myong-po said that “we did not take the 
general election for granted, and we did our best. We had 
to overcome mounting difficulties, such 2s the Saemaul 
scandal, during the election campaign.” Thus, he indi- 
cated that things like mailing bank notes to voters by a 
DJP candidate in Andong; the death of a “tong” chief, 
the smallest administrative unit, who died while arguing 
with a DJP campaign worker in Chongno, Seoul; and the 
accidental airing of the MBC TV station's rehearsal 
coverage of election returns played a decisive role in his 
party’s defeat in the general election. 


Secretary General Sim continued: It is not only our 
party, but also the people and the press that must think 
once again about the election returns. He thus expressed 
his regret over the fact that the meaning of his party’s 
failure to secure a majority of the National Assembly 
seats has been accepted lightly. He then expressed his 
pessimistic view of the political development, saying 
that “the thought of the enormity of the political situa- 
tion that will develop in the future is simply unbear- 
able.” 


Secretary General Sim said: We are concerned about 
whether the Olympics will be held smoothly or not, 
about the possible atrophied economy, about the crip- 
pled operation of the National Assembly, and about the 
paralyzed running of state affairs. He said: There is a 
possibility of the opposition launching a fierce nation- 
wide movement to overthrow the regime in the post- 
Olympic period. 


‘Major’ DJP Officeholders To R En Masse 
SK2704020488 Seoul YONHAP in English 


0147 GMT 27 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 27 (YONHAP)—All major party 
officeholders of the ruling Democratic Justice Party 
(DJP) will tender their resignations en masse to Presi- 
dent No Tae-u, holding themselves responsible for the 
party’s failure to win a majority of seats in Tuesday's 
general elections, DJP sources said Wednesday. 
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No, concurrently DJP president, is expected to conduct 
a substantial reshuffle of the DJP and the cabinet to cope 
with the new political situation. 


Among those expected to resign iil be DJP Chairman 
Chae Mun-sik, the party’s number two man, saying tha? 
he would take full responsibility for the election resui!s. 
while Secretary-General Sim Myong-po said he will soon 
follow suit. 


As of 10 a.m. Wednesday with nearly all bal\ots counted, 
the ruling party had won 86 of the total 224 directly 
elected seats. The DJP needed to win at least | 12 directly 
contested seats to have a majority. 


DJP sources said the ruling party will endeavor to 
encourage Opposition lawmakers and independents to 
join the DJP in ordex to obtain a parliamentary majority. 


It also will seek to align itself with the New Democratic 
Republican Party (NDRP) which won 27 seats enough to 
form a floor negotiating group. 


A ranking DJP source said the party is expected to face 
great difficulty because of its failure to retain its majority 
in the National Assembly. 


He attributed the DJP’s surprisingly poor showing in the 
general elections to a recent series of scandals, including 
the Saemaul (New Community) Headquarters scandal 
involving the younger brother of former President Chon 
Tu-hwan, as well as the unsuccessful attempt by a DJP 
candidate to send cash envelopes to constituents, and 
sharp regionalism. 


Controversies Expected After Elections 
SK2704023088 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
27 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Serious Political controversies are expected to 
follow the parliamentary elections which were character- 
ized by illicit propaganda, corruption and violent acts. 


Leaders of the three major opposition parties yesterday 
warned the ruling camp of their possible denial of the 
outcome of the | 3th-term National Assembly election. 


Kim Yong-sam, de factor leader of the Reunification 
Democratic Party, alleged in a press meet at his West 
chapter office in Pusan that the ruling camp engaged in 
illicit campaigning and election fraud in a systematic 
manner. 


“The unprecedented illicit campaigning employing black 
propaganda, money and violence is nothing but a coup 
d’etat disguised as elections,” the former RDP president 
said. Kim ran for the National Assembly elections in the 
West District of Pusan. 
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Kim said, “I will make a grave decision in accordance 
with the election outcome. The people too will not 
to!erate the election fraud.” 


He said several districts he visited looked like battle 
fields “as the No Tae-u regime was resorting to all ways 
and means to have its condidates elected,” Kim said. 


iXKim went on, “I have to seriously worry about political 
instability subsequent to the general elections.” 


Mrs. Pak Yong-suk, acting president of the Party for 
Peace and Democracy, said, “it is shameless of the 
Democratic Justice Party regime to repeat the election 
fraudulence seen in the December presidential election 
while it vows fair elections.” 


New Democratic Republican Party president Kim 
Chong-pil asserted that politicians of the ruling and 
Opposition parties should devote themselves to the cre- 
ation of “a new political order.” 


People Closely Followed Outcome of Voting 
SK2704014388 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
27 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] People were glued to TV sets throughout last 
night, closely following the outcome of the voting. 


They seemed rather shocked at the good performance of 
the New Democratic Republican Party. 


Most people did not expect the NDRP, which was the 
ruling party when former president Pak Chong-hui was 
in power, to fare that well. 


The party carried most of the districts in Chungvhon- 
gnam-do and some districts in adjacent Chungchongpuk- 
to, Kangwon-do and Seoul. 


As expected, the Party for Peace and Democracy carried 
all of the electoral districts in Chollanam-do and Chol- 
lapuk-do, the power base of Kim Tae-chung. 


Not a single district was lost in the region, a sure proof of 
Kim Tae-chung’s strong influence in the province. 


Kim Yong-sam’s party, the Reunification Democratic 
Party, scooped most of the districts in his power base of 
Pusan and some districts in Kyongsangnam-do. Howev- 
er, the showing was not “satisfactory” in other areas 
because many of the candidates of the party trailed 


As the voting pattern was so closely associated with 
regionalism, people said none of the political parties 
came to command a balanced support across regional 
boundaries. 
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Some people said half jokingly that it would be advisable 
to adopt the federal system in the divided southern half 
of the peninsula. 


People from the Cholla-do provinces appeared elated as 
their favored PPD was certain to emerge as the first 
Opposition party over iis rival RDP. 


However, the PPD is likely to trail last among the four 
major political parties in terms of votes the parties 
mustered as of early this morning. 


The PPD was trailing even the NDRP, which put up a 
good showing not the surprise of political observers. 


Candidates in some districts in Seoul showed seesaw 
games, holding TV watchers in suspense. 


They are TV personality Yi Sun-chae of the DJP versus 
lawyer Yi Sang-su of the PPD, Kim Tok-kyu of the PPD 
versus Chon Myong-ki of the DJP, Yi Won-pom of the 
RDP versus Yi Yong-hui of the PPD, Hwang Pyong-tae 
of the RDP versus Choe Chae-ku of the NDRP. 


TV personality Sin Yong-kyun conducts a neck and neck 
game with Pak Yong-man of the RDP. Yi Chong-chan of 
the ruling DJP maintained a lead, but not with a wide 
margin, against Kim Myong-yon in Chongno district 
Seoul, which is considered most politically conscious in 
the nation. 


Election Rigging Suits Likely After Results 
SK2704013588 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
27 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Various corrupt aspects of yesterday's parliamen- 
tary election, such as bribes to voters, slander against 
rival candidates and violence among campaign workers 
are likely to cause serious social confusion after the 
election, political analysts warn. 


Several hundred cases of election rigging have been 
reported to opposition and ruling party headquarters 
since the campaign began. 


The analysts expect that a considerable number of can- 
didates may file suits against their rivals on charges of 
election rigging after the voting results are known. 


They forecast the number of such lawsuits will be 
extremely high, considering that many candidates may 
lose the contests by narrow margins. In those cases, 
many losers will sue the winner to nullify the election 
result, they say. 


Opposition parties including the Reunification Demo- 
cratic Party (RDP), the Party for Peace and Democracy 
(PPD) and the New Democratic Republican Party 
(NDRP) have accused the ruling Democratic Justice 
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Party (DJP) and the government of mobilizing civil 
servants for electoin-rigging and distributing a huge 
amount of gifts and money to buy votes. 


On the other hand, the ruling DJP has criticized oppo- 
sition parties for their violent and slanderous campaign- 
ing and has already made clear its intention to “severely 
punish the election violence under the law.” 


Political analysts commented that such attitudes may 
only worsen the debate over whether the clection was 
corrupt. 


There is a high possibility that the debate will be as 
serious as that which surrounded the seventh general 
election in 1967 under the Pak Chong-hui regime. 


Overwhelming opposition defeats, the analysts warn, 
could cause candidates from the opposition parties who 
are elected Assemblymen to refuse to attend the National 
Assembly session. 


Opposition parties have already made the alleged brib- 
ery attempt by Kwon Chung-tong, a DJP candidate in 
Andong, Kyongsangpuk-do, an important issue. 


Kwon is being probed by the prosecution on charges that 
he and his campaign workers unsuccessfully attempted 
to distribute 4,296 envelopes, each containing 20,000 
won in cash, to voters by mail. One of his workers was 
arrested yesterday. 


The opposition parties are also gathering other evidence 
of corruption by the ruling party. 


The ruling DJP is coping with the opposition movement 
by reconfirming its intention to “thoroughly” punish any 
election-rigging by its members, while announcing 
Kwon’s expulsion from the party. 


Voting Smooth With Few Disturbances 
SK2704011188 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
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[Text] Voting generally progressed smoothly in fine 
spring weather yesterday, but disturbances were reported 


in some areas. 


A 21-year-old RDP campaigner, Yi Kwang-ho, immo- 
lated himself during an argument with ruling party 
supporters in the southern city of Waegwan, Kyongsang- 
buk-do. 


in Ulsan, Kyongsangnam-do, voting wound up at 2:40 
p.m., though ballot was officially to close at 6 p.m. 


Voting at the Pango-dong first ballot station was sus- 
pended when about 100 campaign workers of Kim 
Chin-kuk, an independent candidate, occupied the sta- 
tion, protesting that a ballot box had been changed. 


At 8:30 p.m., the regional election management commit- 
tee decided to close the poll since the protestors contin- 
ued their occupation. 
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The box was taken to the bailot-counting station at 9 
p.m., guarded by 100 riot policemen. 


Only | ,684 people, or 59 percent of the 2,755 voters at 
the dong, cast ballots. 


Kim's supporters occupied the voting place when they 
saw the regional election management committee mov- 
ing in an extra ballot box. 


Even after the committee showed the box was empty, the 
protestors continued their demonstration, preventing 
more than 100 voters from voting. 


Some 20 members and voting monitors from the oppo- 
sition Reunification Democracy Party (RDP) and the 
Party for Peace and Democracy (PPD) occupied tge 
office of Yi thyo-chin, chief of Changan 1!-dong, Tong- 
daemun-gu, Seoul, around 10:20 p.m. yesterday, claim- 
ing that Yi had burnt ballot papers. 


Voting there was suspended for about 50 minutes due to 
the incident. 


A PPD member said Yi, with a file in his hand, entered 
his room together with a person in his twenties and 
locked the door. 


When the opposition members broke into Yi'’s room, 
papers were burning on the stove in the room, he said. 


Saying that it had nothing to do with the bailoting, Yi left 
the room, according to the eyewitness. 


Earlier, Yi was caught by PPD supporters while he was 
distributing cish to voters. 


Voting was disrupted at a polling station in the Songpa B 
electoral district for two hours from 8:30 a.m. as voting 
sheets were found to bear the seal of a resident instead of 
the election management chief. 


Chong Han-song, the election management head of the 
fourth polling station in Koyo-dong, stopped voting 
when he spotted voting papers stamped with the seal of 
Pak Han-sang, instead of his own. 


Chong subsequently asked the Central Election Manage- 
ment Committee (CEMC) to make a legal interpretation of 
the validity of the 542 votes bearing the erroneous seal. 


”s seal turned out to have been switched accidently 
with Pak’s seal. Chong and Pak signed a contract Mon- 
day night to borrow money from a bank. 


In Kohung, Choliznam-do, a ballot by a 21-year-old man 
was pronounced null and void as he displayed it before 
putting it into the ballot box. 


His act was regarded as open voting and declared null in 
accordance with the legislative election laws. 
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Throughout Chollanam-do, about | ,100 college students 
kept a vigil at voting and counting stations. They came 
from 10 universities, including Chonnam National and 
Chosun. 


One student said, “We are determined to detect any vote 
rigging effort, to help the country implement greater 


Violence Continued Until Eve of Election 
SK2704013188 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
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[Text] Violence, distribution of cash and gifts, smear 
campaigns and other illegal campaign activities contin- 
ued until the eve of election day. 


F'ghting among the campaign workers of rival parties 
was widespread, while a large number of pamphlets 
criticizing and slandering candidates :rom rival parties 
were distributed throughout the night. 


Campaign workers, pretending to be postmen, and heads 
of “tong” and “pan,” both small administrative units, 
distributed envelopes containing cash to voters, while 
task forces, organized by the campaign workers of rival 
parties, stayed up all night to check the illegalities. 


In Ulsan, Kyongsangnam-do, a group of 50 campaign 
workers of Sim Sang-ku, a candidate of the opposition 
Reunification Democratic Party (RDP), assaulted about 
15 campaigners of Cha Su-myong, a ruling Democratic 
Justice Party (DJP) candidate, with hatchets, knives and 
steel pipes at 4:50 p.m. Monday in front of an express 
bus terminal. 


Ten DJP members were injured, one of whom under- 
went brain surgery and is in serious condition, and four 
others were forcibly taken to the RDP regional office. 


At 6 p.m., about 120 DJP campaigners rushed to the 
RDP office to save their colleagues and confronted 
police for about one hour. 


The fighting took place when the DJP campaigners were 
distributing pamphlets criticizing Sim. 


In Hwasun, Chollanam-do, three opposition party cam- 
paign workers were hospitalized after being stabbed by a 
group of unidentified persons Monday night. 


Kim Chae-il, 24, affiliated wing Hwasun district chapter 
member of the Party for Peace and Democracy, was 
knifed in the loin at 9:30 p.m. in an alley near the party 
office by four to five people in their twenties. Kim was 
immediately taken to Choson University Hospital and is 
listed in serious condition. 


Shortly after this incident, PPD volunteer Song Chong- 
chu, 21, was hit by a stone on the head and stabbed in the 
chest by the same men just 50 meters from the office. 
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The mob also knifed another PPD member, Pack Ku- 
chung, 24, who rushed to the scene after hearing Song's 
screams. Paek was injured in the chest and arms. Song 
and Paek were admitted to the Chungang clinic. 


According to a spokesman for the PPD chapter, someone 
telephoned Kim asking him to meet the caller while Kim 
was in the office. When Kim went there, the mob 
surrounded him and stabbed him. 


Early in the morning, about 10 people were injured in a 
clash between PPD and Democratic Justice Party cam- 
paign workers. They were armed with steel pipes and 
wooden sticks. 


Opposition Demonstrate Against Cheju Broadcast 
SK2704014788 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
27 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] An apparent technical biunder committed by the 
MBC TV station in Cheju City, Cheju-do, led to a flurry 
of protests from opposition parties and student activists. 


Cheju MBC aired “mock” election results briefly Mon- 
day afternoon, giving the highest score to a government 
party candidate running in this city. 


Although officials at the TV network repeated!y made 
excuses that the broadcast was a mere mistake, opposi- 
tion parties accused the ruling Democratic Justice Party 
and the provincial TV station of scheming to manipulate 
the computer system to fix election results. 


During 2 screen adjustment hour which began at 5 p.m., 
Cheju MBC transmitted an audio broadcast of the mock 
polling results for one and a half minutes. 


The audio said ballot counting finished as of 4 p.m. 
Wednesday with the DJP candidate Hyon Kyong-tae 
confirmed to be the winner. 


“Hyon won the victory by winning 39.5 percent of the 
total votes cast. Kim Song-pom of the Reunification 
Democratic Party placed second with 14,300 votes, 
followed by Kang Chong-ho of the Party for Peace and 
Democracy who obtained 9,517.” it said. 


A Cheju MBC official said the announcement was a part 
of the rehearsal for a live coverage of vote tallying. 


“It was unfortunately aired as engineers at a relay station in 
Sogwipo City inadvertently operated the audio transmission 
system of a newly-purchased computer,” he said. 


In wake of the furor, Cheju MBC, during its evening 
news hour, broadcast formal apologies to the audience 
for making the technical error. 
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Despite the announcement, some 400 opposition party 
members and college students staged an all-night dem- 
onstration in downtown Cheju, branding the Cheju 
MBC broadcast “a premeditated election fraud.” 


The protesters burn: ruling party placards and chanted 
anti-government slogans, demanding the ruling party 
and the TV station stop manipulatir, clection results. 


The demonstration continued for more than nine hours, 


until 4 a.m. yesterday, when the protesters dispersed 
voluntarily. 


Last night about 1,000 members of opposition parties, 
students and citizens demonstrated on downtown Cheju 
to protest the MBC “blunder.” They burnt an official 
billboard urging fair elections. 


The protesters then tried to break into Citizens Hall around 
7:40 p.m. as riot police fired tear gas shells at them. 


In the meantime, police summoned nine officials and 
technicians of Cheju MBC and the relay station for 
questioning on the broadcast of the polling scores. 


Police were focusing on how the simulated election results 
were made and if they aired the results intentionally. 


Hundreds of students of major universities in Seoul 
attacked the “blunder:” by Cheju MBC-TV as a scheme 
to fabricate the results of the legislative elections. 


They claimed that the airing was material evidence that 
the government and ruling party were trying to cook up 
the balloting results through computer projections. 


Fifty stone-hurling students of Yonsei University battled 
with riot police in front of the university gate. They 
shouted slogans denouncing the government and the 
ruling Democratic Justice Party. 


Students of Seoul National University pasted posters on 
school bulletin boards denouncing the airing. 


Members of the Student Council of Korea University 
held a campus rally to protest the government's alleged 
scheme to influence election results. 


A similar rally was also held at Hanyang Univeristy. 


DJP ‘Worried’ A}:sut Broadcast 
SK2704023588 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
27 Apr 88 p 2 


{“Press pocket” column: “Botched Broadcast”) 


[Text] The ruling Democratic Justice Party was genu- 
inely worried about the possible impact of the acci¢ental 
airing of pre-programmed voting results by the semi- 
official MBC’s Cheju Station Monday. 
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Yet the DJP initially charged the opposition camp with 
seeking to take advantange of the technical error of the 
MBC to its own political purpose. 


Son Chu-hwan, DJP campaign headquarters spokesman, 
said, “It is quite wrong for the opposition to argue 
computer manipulation as the TV station explained that 
it was a technical error in the course of preparing for the 
reporting of vote counting.” 


“I believe that the people will be fully convinced by the 
explanation of the MBC and have no suspicion of alleged 
computer manipulation,” he said yesterday. 


Deep into Monday night, the election campaign head- 
quarters of the DJP was showered with telephone calls 
from the general public and DJP members from local 
district chapters. 


They made inquiries as to why the MBC station made 
the blunder of airing “the election result” even before the 
voting was held. 


DJP staff members at the situation room huddled 
together to devise a counter-strategy against the opposi- 
tion camp‘s immediate allegation that the MBC sup- 
ported the suspicion of a computer manipulation plot. 


They also discussed what effect the MBC accident would 
have on the voters just a few hours before the balloting. 


The DJP staff reached the conclusion to issue a short 
statement as the MBC had made an explanation of the 
blunder in a convincing manner to the people. 


DJP leaders were also annoyed by Rep. Kwon Chung- 
tong’s insistence not to quit the election despite the 
detection of more than 4,000 envelopes containing cash 
his campaigners attempted to send to voters. 


Because an Assemblyman can be expelled from the party 
only by a decision of the caucus, formal expulsion should 
wait until after the elections. 


Opposition Says C ‘Unprecedented’ 
SK2704021688 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[Text] The opposition and dissident organizations yesterday 
agreed to form a joint committee to struggle “to nullify” the 
1 3th general elections, which, they claimed, were marred by 
unprecedented corruption and irregularities. 
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The four major opposition parties and prominent dissi- 
dent organizations will hold an outdoor rally at the 
Pagoda Park today downtown Seoul to declare the | 3th 
legislative contest a rigged election. 


The four opposition parties are Kim Yong-sam's Reunifica- 
tion Democratic Party, Kim Tae-chung’s Party for Peace 
and Democracy, Kim Chong-pil’s New Democratic Repub- 
lican Party and the progressive People’s Party. 


The agreement was made at a meeting to discuss the 
Cheju MBC-TV’S broadcast of the “result” of the Tues- 
day election during a “rehearsal” Monday of its com- 
puter projection of ballot counting. 


From 5:03 p.m. the local MBC aired, for one and a half 
minutes, imaginary ballot counting result, stating that as of 
4 p.m., Wednesday ruling camp contender Hyon Kyong-tae 
was confirmed to be the winner of the elections with 35,060 
votes with a support rate of 39.2 percent. 


The MBC immediately said the misairing was due to a 
technical error but caused the opposition and dissident 
Organizations to have a nervous and jittery reaction, 
terming tht incident proof of a computer manipulation 
plot by the ruling camp to elect as many candidates as it 
wishes regardless of the real counting result. 


The Party for Peace and Den.ocracy yesterday dis- 
patched a three-man team to the southernmost island to 
probe the incident. 


The Reunification Democratic Party said the incident is 
just part of the governing camp’s tremendous corruption 
and abuse committed during the | 3th legislative contest. 


The RDP argued that the MBC case gives further cre- 
dence to the lingering suspicion that the ruling party won 
the past presidential election through manipulation of 
the computer. 


It called on the government to investigate the “computer 
manipulation” committed during the past presidential 
election and the legislative contest. 


“The civil disobedience campaign will arise to question 
the legitimacy of the incumbent government if the ruling 
camp seeks to rig the balloting and vote counting,” the 
RDP added. 


After the MBC blunder, the PPD called on the privately- 
run broadcasting firm not to be ahead of the Central 
Election Management Committee in announcing the 
progress of the vote counting results. 


If the TV station reports the result of the vote counting 
earlier than the election watchdog agency, the PPD will 
regard it as evidence of the ruling camp's election 
rigging, it said. 


Bangladesh President Ershad’s Visit Continues 


Meets President U San Yu 
BK261416 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Mr Hussain Mohammad Ershad, president of the 
People’s Republic of Bangladesh, who is currently on a 
official visit to Burma, called on U San Yu, president 
and chairman of the State Council of the Socialist 
Republic of the Union of Burma, at the Credentials Hall 
inside the People’s Assembly Building at 1930 today. 


Also presen at the meeting with President U San Yu 
were U Aye Ko, vice president and vice chairman of the 
State Council; U Sein Lwin, secretary of the State 
Council; U Maung Maung Kha, prime minister, U Ye 
Gaung, minister of foreign affairs; U Soe Myint, Bur- 
mese ambassador to Bangladesh; Colonel (Tet Sein), 
director general of the President’s Office; and U Shwe 
Zin, director general of the Foreign Ministry’s Protocol 
Department. 


Accompanying the visiting president to the meeting were 
Mr Humayun Rashid Chowdhury, minister of foreign 
affairs; Mr A.K.M. Moyeedul Islam, minister of ship- 
ping; Mr Mohammad Korban Ali and Mr Mahmudul 
Islam Chowdhury, members of parliament; Mr Enaye- 
tullah Khan, Bangladesh ambassador to Burma; and Mr 
(Mahbub Kohad), director general of the Bangladesh 
Foreign Ministry. 


U San Yu Hosts Banquet 
BK261543 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 26 Apr 88 


{Text} U San Yu, president and chairman of the State 
Council of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma, 
and Madame San Yu gave a banquet in honor of Mr 
Hussain Mohammad Ershad, president of the People’s 
Republic of Bangladesh, Madame Ershad, and members 
of the Bangladesh delegation who are currently on a 
Official visit to Burma. 


The banquet, held at 2000 today in the reception hall of 
the People’s Assembly, was attended by State Council 
members—headed by U Aye Ko, vice president and vice 
chairman of the State Council—and their wives; Prime 
Minister U Maung Maung Kha; members of the Council 
of Ministers and their wives; U Tin Aung Hein, chair- 
man of the Council of People’s Justices; U Myint Maung, 
chairman of the Council of People’s Attorneys, his wife, 

and members of his council; members of the Council of 
People’s Inspectors; deputy ministers; U Soe Myint, 
Burmese ambassador to Bangladesh; Mr Thongchan 
Chotikasathian, dean of the diplomatic corps in Burma 
and Thai ambassador, ambassadors of SAARC [South 
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Asian Association for Regional Cooperation) and Com- 
monwealth nations; the ambassador to 
Burma and his wife; the vice chiefs of staff; and military 
and civilian officials. 


Ministers, Officials Meet 
BK261442 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Bangladesh Minister of Shipping A.K.M. Moyeedul 
Islam, who accompanied Mr Hussain Mohammad 
Ershad, president of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, 
on an official visit to Burma, called on U Sein Ya, 
minister of and communications, at the Office 
of the Council of Ministers at 1500 today. Also present on 
the occasion were U Tin Tun, deputy minister of trans- 
port and communications; Mr Enayetullah Khan, oe 
ladesh ambassador to Burma; and responsible officials. 


Similarly, at 1400 Mr (Mosharaff Hussain), secretary of 
the Bangladesh Ministry of Industries, paid a courtesy 
call on U Ba Nyunt, managing director of the Medical 
and Household Goods Trade Corporation, at the confer- 
ence hali of the Ministry of Industry-1. 


Likewise, Mr (B.M. Rabbani), secretary of the Bangla- 
desh Ministry of Commerce, called on U Tin Aung Tun, 
director general of the Trade Department. 


Cambodia 


Heng Samrin Sends Greetings to Cuba's Castro 
BK25 4 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1130 GMT 
25 Apr 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK April 25—Heng Samrin, gen- 
eral secretary of the People’s Revolutionary Party of 
Kampuchea Central Committee and president of the 
State Council of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea, 
has extended warmest greetings to Fidel Castro Ruz, first 
secretary of the Communist Party of Cuba [C pres- 
ident of the State Council and chairman of the ncil 
of Ministers of the Republic of Cuba, on the 27th 
anniversary of the Giron Beach victory (April 19). 


His message says: “The Giron Beach victory resulted 
from the arduous and courageous fight of the heroic 
Cuban people against U.S. imperialism for national 
independence, peace, democratic liberties and social 
progress. 


“The Giron Beach victory has gone down in history as a 
landmark of the Cuban revolution, the solid bastion of 
the revolutionary movement in Latin America and the 


world struggle for independence, peace and democracy. 


“Over the past 27 years, the Cuban people, under the 
clear-sighted leadership of the CPC headed by President 
Fidel Castro Ruz, have firmly defended their revolution- 
ary gains and obtained substantial successes in carrying 
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Out the strategic tasks set forth by the 3d CPC Congress 
in the 1986-90 program for socioeconomic restoration 
and development. [no closing quotation marks as 
received] 


The message wished the fraternal friendship, mil‘'1nt 
solidarity and close cooperation between the pai ies, 
governments and peoples of Kampuchea and Cuba fur- 
ther consolidation and development in the interests of 
peace and socialism. 


Central Committee Hails GDR Party Anniversary 
pag Phnom Penh SPK in French 0420 GMT 
Apr 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 25 Apr (SPK)—On the occasion of 
the 42d founding anniversary of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany (SED), the KPRP Central Committee 
has sent warm congraiulations to its SED counterpart. 


The message said: 


Under the clear-sighted leadership of the SED, the 
people of the GDR have scored remarkable successes in 
socioeconomic development, which constitutes the fun- 
damental base for raising the people’s standard of living. 


We highly appreciate the active contribution of the party 
and people of the GDR in doing away with the danger of 
a nuclear holocaust in Europe and in preserving peace in 
the region and the world. 


We deeply thank the SED and the people of the GDR for 
their moral and material support for the Cambodian 
people in the defense and gradual rebuilding of Cambo- 
dia toward socialism. 


May the relations of solidarity and cooperation between 
the parties and the people of the two countries further 
strengthen and develop for the benefit of peace and 
socialism. 


Paper Reviews Production 
BK261128 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 2300 GMT 25 Apr 88 


[PRACHE/< HON editorial: ““Resolutely Fulfill Socio- 
economic Tasks in the 2d Quarter of 1988”) 


[Text] The decision of the sixth party Central Committee 
session ciearly noted that 1988 is the key year for 
implementing the fifth party congress resolutions on the 
basis of the understanding that the entire party and 
people are unanimously mobilizing all moral and mate- 
rial efforts to overcome difficulties in implementing 
their noble, heavy tasks and winning one success after 
another to ensure the firm advance of the motherland. 
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During the Ist quarter, the implementation of socioeco- 
nomic tasks mainly concentrated on the four spearheads 
and various undertakings in service of the spiritual and 
material lives of the people. 


Despite prolonged drought worse than ever before, the 
rainy season’s food production was quite high, as the 
final harvest stood at 67.2 percent of the annual plan. 
The production of dry-season rice accelerated more than 
the year before. The most prominent feature of the dry 
season was that the Ministry of Agriculture had already 
distributed tractors to the provinces, and the land recla- 
mation and the creation of new economic zones had 
been given adequate attention by the provincial author- 
ities and accorded a fairly wide participation by the local 
population. The localities had a better grasp on and 
made greater practice of the intensive cropping method 
through the use of short-term and high-yielding new 
seeds. Takeo, Kompong Thom, and Kandal Provinces 
took the lead by implementing intensive cropping on 
more than 60 percent of the dry-season rice acreage. 


As for the industrial and subsidiary food crops, they 
made slow progress. However, the production of tobacco 
and pepper rose quickly compared with the I st quarter of 
the previous year; whereas corn production made slow 


progress. 


The area on which rubber trees were planted had 
increased to 42,000 hectares, or 32 percent more than in 
the Ist quarter of the previous year. Some 15 million 
liters of latex were tapped and 4,500 metric tons of crepe 
produced. Efforts are being made to organize nursery 
beds for young seedlings and to reclaim land for new 
plantations. 


The exploitation of forests in the Ist quarter remained 
high. The production of timber achieved 53 percent of 
the annual plan, or 170 percent more than the produc- 
tion in the Ist quarter of 1987. The supply of timber to 
the provinces and cities rose by 130 percent over that of 
the Ist quarter of the previous year. A total of 25,660 
cubic meters of timber were exported. 


In the field of marine products, 45.5 percent of the 
annual plan for freshwater fish and 22 percent for 
seafood, respectively, were realized. 


In the industrial and handicraft sector, the overall value 
of manufactured goods was estimated to be 147 percent 
more than in the Ist quarter of 1987, representing 16.72 
percent of the annual plan. 


Major products that were turned out in smaller quanti- 
ties than in the Ist quarter of the previous year were, 
among others: plowshares for tractors, cartwheel rims, 
bricks, tiles, cloth, cotton sarongs, and automobile tires. 
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The communications, transport, and posts sector ful- 
filled tasks some 5 percent below the figure of the Ist 
quarter of the previous year. The transportation pro- 
vided for the campaign to purchase foodstuffs was fairly 
successful. The activities at the Phnom Penh port were 
10 percent more than in the same period last year. 
Repair and construction of roads and bridges were 
Carried out quite well. All roads leading to the Cambo- 
dian-Thai border are being repaired. Construction at a 
number of important work sites was completed, while 
work at several other important work sites is under way. 
The speed of the implementation of construction tasks 
was slower than that of the Ist quarter of 1987, especially 
at new work sites, because preparing conditions for 
construction remained inadequate, channeling funds 
down to lower levels was not fast enough, and drafting 
plans and cost assessments did not meet requirements 
and realities. 


The purchase of goods was carried out faster than in the 
Ist quarter of the previous year. Siem Reap-Oddar 
Meanchey, Kompong Som City, and Banteay Meanchey, 
Battambang, Kompong Speu, and Pursat Provinces were 
Outstanding in this field. However, the dispatch of goods 
that were really needed by the people in the localities was 
a rare occurrence, and the collection and storing of 
paddy was protracted. Nevertheless, the purchase of 
other farm products was a success. The purchase of 
locally manufactured goods was 36 percent more than 
the same period last year. 


In summary, although the implementation of the socio- 
economic tasks during the Ist quarter was fairly success- 
ful, if we knew how to make use of the combined forces 
and if we could tap all economic resources while promot- 
ing science and technology in this implementation, the 
successes would have been even greater. Therefore, all 
provincial and municipal party and people’s revolution- 
ary committees should further enhance guidance and 
Organizational and advisory tasks for the implementa- 
tion of all state policies and principles, making all sectors 
and levels to understand more thoroughly the direction 
of the 1988 state plan. 


In the field of food production, for the immediate future 
it is imperative to accelerate the drive to take care of the 
dry-season rice crop by urging the people to correctly 
implement the four factors necessary for intensive crop- 
ping. At the same time, it is imperative to urge the 
peasantry to build small and medium-size irrigation 
works for water conservation; to exhort the people into 
making preparations for finding and making seeds avail- 
able; to urge the localities to expand efforts to reclaim 
land and multiply croppings; and, at the same time, to 
vigorously broaden the work of growing subsidiary and 
industrial crops. 


The Ministry of Agriculture and other related ministries 
must see that chemical fertilizer, farm tools, and fuel oil 
are available and ready to be supplied to the peasants. 
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Regarding rubber, efforts must be made to enhance the 
reclamation of existing rubber plantations and to imme- 
diately plant young rubber trees in the monsoon season. 
It is imperative to recruit as many workers as required by 
the plan while paying attention to the improvement of 
their material and spiritual lives. 


Regarding forest exploitation, measures must be taken to 
fight and prevent forest fires. The work of transporting 
logs from the forests should be promoted before the 
arrival of the rains. Organize the processing of timber to 
ensure local supply and export. Promote charcoal pro- 
duction to supply fue! for various enterprises and to 
meet the demands of the people in Phnom Penh. 
Enhance the inspection and control of forest exploitation 
and the production of firewood and charcoal to see to it 
that they conform to technical methods. 


Measures must be taken in the marine product sector to 
prevent the destruction of fish spawn during the spawn- 
ing season. Conditions must be prepared to conduct 
deep-sea fishing and control maritime products in order 
to increase the sources of aquatic products for export. 


Regarding the industrial and handicraft sector, while 
promoting manual exploitation of locally available raw 
materials, it is also imperative to organize the electrical 
networks to provide energy and raw materials to the 
localities to enable them to increase production. 


Regarding communications, transport, and posts; invest- 
ment in fundamental construction; and other service- 
related sectors, it is imperative to take concrete measures 
and use combined forces and combined material means 
to overcome all difficulties to advance toward achieving 
more successes. 


Our entire party, entire Army, and entire people pledge 
to raise their revolutionary spirit to successfully fulfill 
the socioeconomic tasks in the 2d quarter of 1988 in 
celebration of the 10th anniversary of our glorious 7 
January national day. 


Khieu Samphan Writes Sihanouk on African Tour 
BK 160222 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


(“Text of message from His Excellency Khieu Samphan, 
DK vice president in charge of foreign affairs, to Sam- 
dech Norodom Sihanouk, DK president, through the 
Democratic Kampuchean Embassy in Pyongyang”— 
dated 20 April] 


[Text] Esteemed Samdech: 


I would like to inform samdech that | will be paying 
friendship visits to a number of African countries— 
namely Sierra Leone, Niger, Ghana, and Togo—during 
which I will convey your friendship and best regards to 
the presidents of these countries. | will also convey the 
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message of thanks from you, our people, and our CGDK 
to the leaders, peoples, and governments of these coun- 
tries for their support and assistance to our national 
liberation struggle. 


I will also inform the governments of these countries 
about the all-round situation of our struggle. 


I hope that samdech and neak moneang [title of Siha- 
nouk’s wife] have time to rest while staying in the 
DPRK. Your and neak moneang’s health is of great 
significance to our Cambodian nation, both at present 
and in the future. 


May samdech and neak moneang always enjoy good 
health. 


Please, samdech, accept my highest and most respectful 
salutations. 


[Dated] 20 April 1988 


[Signed] Khieu Samphan, DK vice president in charge of 
foreign affairs 


20 Vietnamese Soldiers Killed by Mines 

BK240614 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 

of —— Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
Apr 


[Text] On 10 April, a Vietnamese battalion, rushing from 
Chuk and Svay Chek positions in Thmar Puok district 
{Battambang Province] in an attempt to retake Rum- 
daoh village in Thmar Puok District from us, ran into 
mines just as they reached Mau village. This resulted in 
20 Vietnamese soldiers being killed and 25 others 
wounded. We destroyed some war materiel and seized 
20 cases of AK ammunition, 10 B-40 rockets, and some 
war materiel. 


70 Cambodian Soldiers Desert in Battambang 

BK240604 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 

| —— Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
Apr 


“team the “Daily Report From Various Battlefields” 
eature] 


[Excerpt] On 12 and 13 April, 70 patriotic Cambodian 
soldiers of the 13th and 79th Companies, posted at 
Kralaom Phiuk, Tuol Thnung, and Prey Svay village 
positions in Moung District of Battambang Province, 
deserted the Vietnamese enemy aggressors for home. 
[passage omitted] 
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Briefs 


Railroad Statistics 


Phnom Penh SPK April 20—Last year, the Kampuchean 
Railway Company moved 34,278 [metric] tons of goods 
and 904,000 passengers. In the same period, it repaired 
three locomotives, 44 wagons, and a number of machines, 
and produced a quantity of machine parts. The company 
is now staffed by 2,459 workers including five engineers 
who survived the genocidal Pol Pot regime and runs 18 
locomotives and 443 wagons. It has two main railways: 
Phnom Penh-Battambang-Sisophon and Phnom Penh- 
Kompong Som, with four trains running daily on each line 
of 338 and 364 kilometres respectively. The company 
plans to build 15 new stations, therefore bringing the total 
of stations to 40 at the end of this year. Besides, it will 
import two more locomotives from Czechoslovakia, and 
in cooperation with Vietnam repair 60 wagons, and 
recruit 300 new workers. [Text] [BK20/255 Phnom Penh 
SPK in English 1102 GMT 20 Apr 88} 


Returnees in Kompong Cham 


During the Ist quarter of this year, Kompong Cham 
Province welcomed back 182 misguided brothers who 
broke ranks with the enemy and returned to live with the 
authorities, people, and revolution, bringing along with 
them 55 assorted weapons and some materiel and sup- 
plies. Taking the lead in this field were Stoeng Trang, 
Memot, Batheay, Dambe, Ponhea Krek, and Chamka 
Leu Districts. The returnees were given assistance by the 
local authorities and people and were able to embark on 
a new life like all other citizens in the national society. 
[Text] [BK250655 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in 
Cambodian 0430 GMT 25 Apr 88} 


Indonesia 


Suharto Meets With Aid Group Chairman 
BK260829 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
0700 GMT 26 Apr 88 


{Text} Piet Bukman, chairman of the Intergovernmental 
Group on Indonesia {IGGI], told President Suharto this 
afternoon [26 April] at the Bina Graha presidential 
office that the international community had assessed the 
Indonesian Government’s economic policies of trade 
deregulation, diversification of agriculture, promotion of 
domestic industries to substitute imports, and expansion 
of overseas markets positively. Piet Bukman noted that 
the government’s policies are aimed at boosting the 
Indonesian people’s income. 


During their meeting, President Suharto and Piet Buk- 
man also discussed the new strategy for short- and 
long-term development programs, which will have a 
better and more permanent impact on the development 
of the country’s economy. 
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On Indonesia’s debts, which will peak in 1988, Piet 
Bukman said that, although we must accept the fact, the 
amount will gradually decline in the following years. 
That is why the IGGI will continue to offer Indonesia 
loans aimed at facilitating national development. 


Chairman Briefs Reporters 
BK261348 Jakarta ANTARA in English 1150 GMT 
26 Apr 88 


{Text} Jakarta, April 26 (ANTARA-OANA)—The Inter- 
governmental Group on Indonesia (IGGI) has to take 
into account the external factors that affect the Indone- 
sian economy before deciding the amount of aid that it 
will provide for this country in the next fiscal year, IGGI 
Chairman Piet Bukman said. 


The IGGI leader, who is Dutch minister for develop- 
ment cooperation, was speaking to reporters after he had 
met with President Suharto at the Bina Graha [presiden- 
tial office] Tuesday [26 April]. 


Bukman cited, as an example of these external factors, 
the volatile changes in the exchange values of interna- 
tional currencies, particularly the appreciation of the yen 
against the us dollar. 


These currency developments have pushed up the debt 
service ratio of Indonesia, he said. 


Indonesia’s current economic difficulty is partially 
caused by tl se external factors, he added. 


In his meeting with President Suharto, Bukman was 
accompanied by Dutch Ambassador to Indonesia G.W. 
Baron de Vas Steenwijk and the Dutch Foreign Mini- 
stry’s director for development cooperation (Asia 
region), de Roost. 


As to the amount of IGGI aid for Indonesia in the 
forthcoming fiscal period, Bukman said till now there is 
still no definite and detailed estimate about how much 
indonesia will need. 


To get such an estimate, the IGGI is still waiting for a 

special report on Indonesia from the World Bank. This 

World Bank report will be discussed in upcoming IGGI 

— The meeting will take place in The Hague this 
une. 


He disclosed that last year IGGI decided to extend a 
total of $3.1 billion of aid to Indonesia, which was quite 
big compared with those of previous years. 


He also said that based on the previous figures, he saw 
that Indonesia’s debt service ratio (DSR) has increased. 
The World Bank has taken into account that the 
country’s DSR would reach its peak this year, which 
would in turn make the next years’ DSR decrease in 


stages. 
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When the DSR decreased, he went on, automatically 
Indonesia would have an opportunity to obtain new aid. 


During his talks with President Suharto, the Dutch 
minister for development cooperation pointed out to the 
positive assessment of the international community on 
the Indonesian Government’s policies in coping with the 
current world economic situation. 


He said that deregulation in the trade system, the diver- 
sification of agricultural development, the enhancement 
of industrial capability and the expansion of export 
markets would enable indonesia to improve the people's 
income. 


On the occasion, President Suharto, who was flanked by 
Coordinating Minister for Economy, Finance, and 
Industry Radius Prawiro, briefed his guest on the new 
philosophy of the national development program, 
including the short- and long-term economic develop- 
ment schemes. 


Chairman Bukman Ends Visit 
BK2704044 188 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0310 GMT 
27 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] Jakarta, April 27 (ANTARA/OANA)—The 
chairman of the Intergovernmental Group on Indonesia 
(IGGI), Piet Bukman, said here Tuesday [26 April] that 
Indonesia might need program aid more than project aid 
to support development projects that are badly in need 
for local cost financing. 


Speaking to a press conference at the end of his ten-day 
visit to Indonesia, Bukman said he is still unable to 
disclose the amount of IGGI’s assistance Indonesia 
needs for the coming years. 


IGGI has agreed to give assistance amounting to $2.6 
billion to Indonesia for 1986-87 and $3.161 billion for 
1987-88. IGGI’s aid to Indonesia for 1987-88 included 
loans for local cost financing amounting to $900 million. 


“We are waiting for the World Bank’s report on the 
economic situation in Indonesia,” Bukman said, adding 
that the value of financial aid Indonesia needs to con- 
tinue its national development will be clear on June 15, 
1988. IGGI will hold a meeting in The Hague on June !5 
and the World Bank is expected to submit its report on 
the economic situation in Indonesia the next day, the 
IGGI chairman said. [passage omitted] 


Official Views 1988 Foreign Investment Prospects 
BK241346 Jakaria ANTARA in English 1230 GMT 
24 Apr 88 


[Text] Jakart., April 25 (ANTARA)—The prospect of 
investment development under the foreign investment 
(PMA) scheme in Indonesia is bright this year as the 
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Investment Coordinating Board (BKPM) has received 
many applications for PMA investment, MKPM Chair- 
man Ir Sanyoto Sastrowardoyo said here Saturday. 


BKPM granted approval to 39 new PMA projects and 10 
expansion projects under the PMA scheme totally worth 
about U.S. $1.8 billion in the first quarter of this year, 
Sanyoto disclosed. 


In the whole year of 1987, PMA projects obtaining 
approval from BKPM were worth only about U.S. $900 
million, according to the BKPM chairman. 


Sanyoto gave an explanation of the development and 
prospect of foreign capital investment in Indonesia at the 
Sukarno-Hatta International Airport here, a moment 
before he left for New York. 


Concerning United States investments in Indonesia, he 
expressed confidence that U.S. investments can still be 
stepped up, especially in the chemical industry, the 
electronics industry, the computer industry and hotels. 


Viewed from the amount of investments in Indonesia, 
the United States ranks fourth at present after Japan, 
Hong Kong, and West Germany. 


U.S. investments in this country total U.S $1,245 million 
at present, while the investments of Japan, Hong Kong, 
and West Germany respectively amount to U.S. $5,651 
million, U.S. $1,876 million, and U.S. $1,817 million. 


The BKPM chairman left for the United States to lead an 
Indonesian investment mission which is currently mak- 
ing a 3-day visit to that advanced state. The mission 
consists of 22 businessmen and 3 officials of BKPM. 


During the visit, the Indonesian investment delegation 
will hold talks with U.S. businessmen in New York and 
Los Angeles to discuss the possibility of increasing U.S. 
investments in Indonesia. 


The investment fields to be offered to the U.S. side by 
the Indonesian delegation include the chemical, comput- 
er, furniture, machinery, glass, and plastic industries as 
well as hotels. 


Paper Comments on Normalizing Ties With PRC 
BK2704044988 JAKARTA KOMPAS in Indonesian 
19 Apr 88 p 4 


{Editorial: “Normalization of Chinese-Indonesian Dip- 
lomatic Relations Is Being Discussed Again”’} 


[Text] Direct trade without the use of third parties has 
been conducted for several years. Cooperation in the 
sense of meetings between Indonesian and PRC sports- 
men is getting more and more frequent in various sports. 
The latest one was a tennis match in Jakarta. Former 
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Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja confirmed 
some time ago that informal contacts between Indone- 
sian and PRC diplomats had taken place. 


If all these contacts have already taken place, what is the 
benefit and significance of normalizing diplomatic rela- 
tions between the two countries? The fact that such 
bilateral contacts have occurred seems to give the 
impression that there is no reason why we should be in a 
hurry to normalize such ties. 


However, the issue of normalization has recently been 
raised again. Meanwhile, there were three events which 
coincided: First, the visit to Indonesia by the president 
of Romania, which has represented PRC interests since 
the freezing of diplomatic relations. Second, the pres- 
ence of PRC Deputy Foreign Minister Liu Shuqing at the 
ESCAP annual meeting in Jakarta. Third, the visit to 
Jakarta by Dr Zbigniew Brzezinski, former National 
Security Council adviser to President Jimmy Carter. 


The three visits have indeed led to the resurfacing of 
discussion on normalizing diplomatic ties. 


What is the answer to the question arising from the three 
visits? The answer may best be summarized by Foreign 
Minister Ali Alatas, who, in his first weekly news con- 
ference as foreign minister, said that the process of 
normalization of diplomatic ties is under way through 
contacts and that such a process will continue until 
actual normalization is realized. 


We are naturally reminded of our government’s require- 
ment for such normalization as stated by President 
Suharto to the effect that Beijing must not interfere in 
Indonesia’s internal affairs, either through official chan- 
nels or the illegal communist way. Only when this 
requirement is fulfilled will there be the normalization of 
diplomatic relations. 


Meanwhile, speaking to ANTARA and KOMPAS, PRC 
Deputy Foreign Minister Liu Shuging said the PRC 
Government does not interfere in other countries’ inter- 
nal affairs and that Beijing cultivates its international 
relations based on peaceful coexistence and the 10 prin- 
ciples of the Bandung Conference. 


A question arises: Can the PRC deputy minister's state- 
ment be considered a guarantee and reply to our govern- 
ment’s requirement for normalizing relations? 


Looking at the development of the situation cited above, 
we tend to come to the conclusion that normalization of 
relations is now moving toward realization in a compre- 
hensive and official manner, except when nonrational 
considerations suddenly appear. 


People often discuss the political gains to be reaped by 
Indonesia if it decides to normalize relations with Beij- 
ing in an official, complete, and open manner. They put 
forth certain practical considerations, namely, that the 
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solving of the Cambodian problem, which is on 
ASEAN’s priority list, requires the participation of the 
PRC, especially because of its relations with Vietnam. 


It can now be said that the coming OPEC meeting in 
Vienna will also be attended by non-OPEC countries, 
namely the PRC and Mexico, whose presence is meant to 
strengthen the accord to produce oil at a level that 
ensures a reasonable price of oil. We can expect more of 
such practical consideration as well as strategic and 
long-term ones. 


Many experts and observers believe that China with its 
1.1 billion population is growing into a country with 
great economic, industrial, and technological capabili- 
ties. It will become one of the world’s superpowers in the 
future. Even though Indonesia has a smaller population 
than China, our country, with its geopolitical location 
and clear national identity, will also develop into an 
influential country in the region. Meanwhile, with its 
economic, industrial, scientific and technological 
progress, Japan has grown into a modern and influential 
country in the region as well as in the world. 


These experts also agree that significant changes are 
happening in Asia and the Pacific, especially with the 
emergence of forces which are capable of stimulating the 
concrete growth of nations in this region. The emergence 
of new relations in Asia and the Pacific will see China 
playing a role. Other countries include Japan and Indo- 
nesia, either in the framework of ASEAN or through 
bilateral relations. Therefore, against the background of 
the emergence of these new forces, it will be beneficial to 
have effective channels of communication among the 
existing nations in the region. This can be achieved 
through the existence of normal, open, and comprehen- 
sive diplomatic relations, which will serve as an effective 
channel for communication and dialogue. 


In addition, the modernization process of more than | 
billion Chinese people will be a historic event worth 
monitoring closely, either as an observation of ordinary 
phenomenon or as materials for comparative study. 


More and more people believe that a PRC which is 
successful in turning itself into a modern state will be less 
likely to be a destabilizing factor in the region than a PRC 
which is unsuccessful in its national development and 
decides to choose the radical and revolutionary path. 


There is another realization arising from the PRC's 
modernization efforts and such realization should serve 
as a warning to Indonesia that it cannot afford to lag 
behind in the race for modernization. 


We can learn lessons from the new direction pursued by 
the Beijing government, namely, if we want to become a 
well-established country in the economic, industrial, 
scientific, and technological fields, we must retain our 
own cultural roots. However, we must not be introverted 
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[preceding word in English] and must instead open 
ourselves to external ideas because our progress is the 
result of our inqmrporation of exttrnal factors. 


Even the Soviet Union, which has more severe political 
and dogmatic shackles than the PRC, cannot help emu- 
lating Beijing’s example by launching its own reforma- 
tion policies. 


Laos 


Shevardnadze Receives Outgoing Lao Envoy 
BK251155 Vientiane KPL in English 0905 GMT 
25 Apr 88 


[Text] Vientiane, April 25 (KPL)}—Member of the Polit- 
buro of the CPSU Central Committee, USSR Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze, on April 23 received in 
Moscow Ambassador of the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic to the Soviet Union Thongsavat Khaikhamphi- 
thoun in connection with his final departure for home, 
according to TASS. 


Matters of further interaction in the international arena 
were discussed. The sides declared for a political settle- 
ment of the Kampuchean problem, the continuation of 
the dialogue between Hun Sen and Norodom Sihanouk, 
for the settlement of other conflict situations in the 
Asia-Pacific region by peaceful means, for the establish- 
ment of broad, equal and mutually advantageous coop- 
eration of the countries in the area. This is the purpose of 
the proposal of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
{words indistinct] Kampuchea to turn Southeast Asia 
into a zone of peace, stability and cooperation. The 
Soviet Union supports the constructive line of the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic on the establishment of 
goodneighbourly relations with Thailand, the efforts of 
the Lao leadership toward the solution of disputed 
questions through talks. 


The Lao side spoke highly of the Soviet Union foreign 
policy initiatives aimed at the creation of a comprehen- 
sive system of international peace and security, of the 
treaty on the elimination of intermediate- and shorter- 
range missiles, the accords on Afghanistan which set a 
convincing example of peaceful solution of regional 
conflict on the basis of the principles of new political 
thinking. 


The sides expressed satisfaction with a fruitful develop- 
ment of fraternal relations between the USSR and the 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, all-round Soviet-Lao 
cooperation. The conversation passed in a warm and 
comradely atmosphere. 


SRV, PRK Public Health Delegations Depart 
BK231138 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 18 Apr 88 


[Text] The SRV public health delegation led by Minister 
Dang Hoi Xuan and the PRK public health delegation 
led by Minister Yit Kimseng have separately left Vien- 
tiane for home after attending the fourth conference of 
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public health ministers of the three Indochinese coun- 
tries. The conference was held in Vientiane capital from 
10 to 12 April. 


Following the conference, the public health ministers of 
Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia unanimously agreed to 
strengthen cooperation in public health work ever more 
efficiently on the basis of the new changes in each 
country. 


Briefs 


Vientiane-Hanoi Cooperation 


Vientiane, April 23 (OANA-KPL)—A memorandum on 
the 1988 cooperation plan and the guidelines for the 
economic and scientific cooperation up to 1990 was 
signed here on April 21, 1988, by the delegations of 
Vientiane and Hanoi capitals. The memorandum states 
the sides’ determination to materialize their cooperation 
in the fields of politics, economy, and culture. Special 
attention is to be focussed, among others, on joint 
ventures between the two capitals based on economic 
accounting. [Text] [BK231140 Vientiane KPL English 
0911 GMT 23 Apr 88} 


Philippines 


Most Senators Said To Bases Retention 
HK2i0721 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
GLOBE in English 21 Apr 88 p 2 


{By GLOBE staff writer Philip Lustre] 


See A new treaty retaining the US military bases here. 
aces rejection in the Senate, the trea’ y-ratifying govern- 
ment agency, serators told the GJ OBE yesterday. 


Senators said most of the 23-man Senate opposed any 
retention of the US military installations beyond 1991, 
the year the military bases agreement expires. 


“Given the present thinking and unless something dra- 
matic takes place between now and 1991, a new treaty 
faces rejection or outright disapproval,” Sen. Edgardo 
Angara said. 2 


Angara said the senators’ opposition stems largely from 
their fears of the consequences of a nuclear war between 
the two superpowers. 


He said many senators feel that the Philippines would be 
dragged into the superpowers’ rivalry, since Subic naval 
base and Clark air base are considered part of the nuclear 
first-strike capability of the United States. 


According to legal experts, the 1987 Constitution mandates 
the Philippines and the US to negotiate for a new treaty 
upon the expiration of the bases agreement in 1991. 
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The new treaty must be submitted to Senate for ratifica- 
tion. If ratified, the Senate has the option to call for a 
nationwide plebiscite to make it operational. 


Senators Jose Lina Jr. and Rene Saguisag also said a new 
treaty would find it difficult to muster the required 15 
votes for it to be ratified. The Constitution says that a 
treaty is ratified upon two-thirds vote of the entire 
Senate. 


Lina said the senators are also opposed to a new treaty 
because of what he considered a “ground-swell” of 
antibases sentiments in the country. 


He said he perceives a nationwide upswing of antibases 
consciousness and that even in the Senate, the senti- 
ments have been amply demonstrated by Sen. Joseph 
Estrada, who unexpectedly delivered last Tuesday the 
strongest ever speech against the US bases here. 


“The Americans should see the handwritings on the wall 
and see the sentiments of the Filipino people. They 
should not subvert the sentiments of the Filipino peo- 
ple,” Lina said, as he acknowledged the capability of the 
Americans to stage a destabilization campaign against 
the Aquino administration. 


Senators Estrada and Aquilino Pimentel Jr. affirmed their 
unequivocal support for the move to dismantle the bases 
and reject any new treaty. Pimentel said the PDP-Laban 
party, to which he has included as among its party 
priorities the dismentling of the US bases. 


“I don’t see myself contradicting this very fundamental 
position as a party member,” Pimentel said. 


Estrada said he does not even foresee the enactment of a 
new treaty, much less its ratification. “With the kind of 
sentiments we have against the bases, there is no need to 
draft a treaty,” he told the GLOBE. 


Estrada, however, said that some of his colleagues have 
yet to come out openiy for the retention of the bases. “So 
far, | have yet to see a move toward this direction,” he 
said. 


Government Said Serious About Nuclear Ban 
HK230855 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 23 Apr 88 pp 1, 9 


[By staff member Marites Sison] 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus said yesterday 
the Philippine panel has already “made it clear” to the 
American panel in the current military bases review that 
the Government is bent on implementing the constitu- 
tional provision banning nuclear weapons from Philip- 
pine territory. 
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In an interview, Manglapus did not comment on how the 
U.S. panel reacted to this but added that future discus- 
sion on the anti-nuclear issue would make the negotia- 
tions “more interesting.” 


The anti-nuclear provision in the Constitution chal- 
lenges the U.S. policy of neither confirming nor denying 
the presence of nuclear on its bases. U.S. 
defense officials led by Adm. Ronald Hays, commander 
in chief of the Pacific, had earlier indicated that it would 
be disadvantageous for the U.S. if the Philippines adopts 
an absolute nuclear ban since 40 per cent of its vessels 
are nuclear-powered. 


A Senate bill which specifically prohibits the ““develop- 
ment, manufacture, acquisition, testing, use or storage of 
nuclear weapons and nuclear-weapons-related facilities” 
on Philippine territory will be filed Monday. 


The bill also prohibits the “entry transit, port calls, 
stationing and servicing in any part of Philippine terri- 
tory of nuclear-armed, nuclear-powered or nuclear-capa- 
ble military overland transporters, ships or seaborne 
vessels or submarines or aircrafts and airborne vehicles.” 


It provides, however, that warships and military vessels 
which are nuclear-powered and or nuclear-capable may 
be allowed to enter if they are in distress, but only upon 
“prior authorization” of the president and only for a 
limited duration. 


Manglapus said the U.S. is “being as prudent as we are” 
when it stated that studies are being made to look for 
alternative sites for their bases here in case the Philip- 
pines decides to dismantle them after 1991, the expiry 
date of the MBA [Military Bases Agreement]. 


“We are also seriously considering studies on how to 
convert the facilities if the U.S. pulls out,” Manglapus 
said. 


Soviet Envoy Assumes Nuclear Weapons on Bases 
HK2704100088 Hong Kong AFP in English 0950 GMT 
27 Apr 88 


{Text] Manila, April 27 (AFP)}—U.S. Ambassador to 
Manila Nicholas Platt said Wednesday that the eco- 
nomic prosperity of Asia was tied to the security pro- 
vided by U.S. bases in the Philippines. 


The U.S. envoy said that would-be investors in the 
region were “definitely” watching the outcome of a 
review of the agreement allowing Washington access to 
Clark Air Base and Subic Bay Naval Base until 1991. 


The bases t has “meant so much for a stable 


investment climate and a fast economic growth rate 
throughout Asia,” Mr. Platt told a group of business 
executives here. 
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He cited a resolution by the Asia-Pacific Chambers of 
Commerce in 1987 which “acknowledged the impor- 
tance of the presence of the bases in the Philippines has 
for the security and stability of the Asian region and the 
importance of that in the investment climate.” 


The U.S. ambassador would not speculate on the eco- 
nomic impact of a removal of the U.S. military facilities 
from the Philippines. 


The Soviet Ambassador to Manila, Oleg Sokholov, told a 
civic group here Wednesday that Moscow’s security 
planners work on the assumption that there are nuclear 
weapons at Clark and Subic. 


Soviet security planners “proceed on that assumption,” 
he said. 


The Manila panel to the bases review has said the 
Philippines will enforce a constitutional ban on nuclear 
weapons in the country and that it would demand access 
to secret areas in the bases including a sensitive code 
room. 


U.S. policy is to neither confirm nor deny the presence of 
nuclear weapons on its bases, vessels or aircraft. 


“Do you really believe that the very concept of neither 
confirming it or denying the presence of nuclear weapons 
would have been invented in the first place had it not 
been for the purpose of covering up something?” Mr. 
Sokholov said. 


Leftist and nationalist groups have demanded the 
removal of the U.S. bases, saying they violate the sove- 
reignity of the Philippines and are potential Soviet 
nuclear targets. 


Mr. Sokholov reiterated Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba- 
chev’s 1986 pledge to reciprocate a reduction of U.S. 
military forces in Asia. He would not say if this meant a 
removal of Soviet military facilities in Vietnam’s Cam 
Ranh Bay. 


The Soviet ambassador said Moscow can do “many 
things” if U.S. forces pull out of the Philippines, and 
these include “some reductions (of military forces) in the 
territory of the Soviet Union.” 


The Philippine and U.S. panels in the bases talks said in 
joint statement Wednesday that they have discussed 
socio-economic issues connected with the bases, includ- 
ing AIDS. 


Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome experts from 
the Philippine Health Department and the U.S. Navy 
joined the session. There are 52 recorded cases of AIDS 
in the Philippines, most of them among women working 
? —" catering to U.S. servicemen outside the 
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Meanwhile, Def- >se Secretary Fidel Ramos said a panel 
would be set up to study the possibility of Manila 
producing more of its own military material by expand- 
ing an existing military self-reliance development pro- 
gram created more than a decade ago. 


The Philippine military, which is battling a 25,000- 
strong communist insurgency, is highly dependent on 
military aid supplied by the United States as compensa- 
tion for the presence of the bases. 


Unveils Set of Proposals 
HK2704 123988 Hong Kong AFP in English 1226 GMT 
27 Apr 88 


[Text] Manila, April 27 (AFP)}—Soviet Ambassador to 
Manila Oleg Sokolov unveiled a set of proposals 
Wednesday aimed at curbing a build-up of nuclear 
weapons by the superpowers in the Asia-Pacific region. 


Mr. Sokolov also called for a reduction of U.S. and 
Soviet naval activities in the Pacific Ocean and a cut in 
the armed forces and conventional weapons of the super- 
powers in Asia and the Pacific. 


“We propose not to increase the number of Soviet 
nuclear-capable aircraft in the Asian part of the USSR 
provided the U.S. does not deploy in the region addi- 
tional nuclear systems capable of reaching our territory,” 
he said. 


Moscow proposes to “curb the rivalry in anti-submarine 
warfare systems” and “to start talks on reducing the 
activities of Soviet and American navies in the Pacific 
<> reduce the danger of possible confrontation,” he 


Mr. Sokolov also told a civic group here that Soviet 
security planners “proceed on (the) assumption” that 
nuclear weapons are deployed at two U.S. military bases 
in the Philippines, Clark Air Base and Subic Bay Naval 
Base. 


U.S. policy is to neither confirm nor deny the presence of 
nuclear weapons on its bases, vessels or aircraft. Wash- 
ington is currently negotiating with Manila on the future 
of the U.S. bases after 1991, when their lease expires. 


Mr. Sokolov said his country had offered “to restrict the 
areas where naval vessels carrying nuclear weapons 
usually operate,” and to “limit the scale of naval exer- 
cises ** the Pacific and Indian Oceans.” 


The Philippines, which plans to enforce a nuclear-free 
provision in its new constitution, has said it wants to limit 
the current unhampered U.S. access to the facilities. 


Moscow can do “many things” if U.S. forces withdraw 
from the Philippines, Mr. Sokolov said, adding that 
these include “some reductions (of military forces) in the 
territory of the Soviet Union.” 
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But he said “the other side has shown no interest thus far 
in joining us in resolving the issues of security and 
cooperation in the Pacific.” 


He said “the USSR will continue to urge the U.S. to start 
talks on nuclear disarmament in the Asia-Pacific region 
and to solve this problem on a reciprocal basis, strictly 
observing the security interests of all.” 


Mr. Sokolov declined to answer when asked how Mos- 
cow rated Clark and Subic as targets. Manila says the 
bases have little use for its external defense, while 
nationalists charge they would attract a Soviet nuclear 
attack. 


Mr. Sokolov would not say whether Soviet leader Mik- 
hail Gorbachev's 1986 pledge thut Moscow would recip- 
rocate a reduction of U.S. military forces in the region 
meant it would withdraw its facilities from Vietnam's 
Cam Ranh Bay. 


On economic relations with the region, Mr. Sokolov said 
Moscow had set up a national committee for Asian- 
Pacific economic cooperation in March to promote 
economic, scientific and technical contacts with Asia 
and the Pacific. 


The committee chairman, academic Eugeny Primakov, 
is to go to Osaka, for a meeting of the Pacific Economic 
Cooperation Conference, while Soviet banking represen- 
tatives are to attend an Asian Development Bank meet- 
ing here Thursday, he added. 


Cebu Mayor Clarifies Soviet Facility Statement 
HK230927 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 23 Apr 88 pp 1, 6 


{Text} Cebu City—Mayor Tomas Osmena yesterday 
clarified reports he was supporting a proposal to set up a 
repair facility for Soviet shipping boats in Cebu City. 


A report by the PHILIPPINES NEWS AGENCY quoted 
Osmena as saying he endorsed the idea of allowing 
Soviet fishing vessels to undergo repairs in Cebu City on 
the assumption that they would be availing of local 
drydocks. 


He said he would never support the setting up by the 
Soviet of their own repair facility in the city. 


The mayor made the clarification as anticommunist 
organization leaders assailed the reported proposal to set 
up such a Soviet repair facility here. 


The Peoples Alliance Against Communists (PAAC), 
through a spokesman, said the presence of a Soviet 
repair facility here will constitute a very serious threat to 
national security. 
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Civilian Soviet ship repair facilities the world over have 
been known to be staging points of communist espionage 
activities, PAAC charged. 


Vietnam Ready To Sign N Pact 
pg ae Hong Kong AFP in English 0407 GMT 
Apr 


[Text] Manila, April 27 (AFP)—Vietnamese Deputy 
Foreign Minister Tran Quang Co said here Wednesday 
Hanoi and Manila supported a continuation of talks 
between Prince Norodum Sihanouk and the Cambodian 
Government. 


He reiterated at a news conference ending a four-day 
visit that Vietnam was committed to withdraw its troops 
from Cambodia but wanted a “political solution” 
including guarantees against a return to power of the 
Khmer Rouge. 


Mr. Co also said Hanoi was willing to sign a non- 
aggression pact with the six-member Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 


He said he and Philippine officials agreed to support 
“the continuing of the talks between Mr. Sihanouk and 
Mr. Hun Sen to pave the way for the processes of solving 
politically” the Cambodian problem. 


Mr. Co said that during his visit here, “We once again 
reaffirm the confirmation to withdraw completely” out 
of Cambodia. 

Asked if Hanoi would sign a non-aggression pact with 
Manila, he said: “Yes. Even with other ASEAN countries 
also. Even Thailand. We have more than once asked the 
Thai side to sign the non-aggression, non-interf:rence 
agreement.” 


ASEAN, which groups Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore and Thailand, has repeatedly 
called on Vietnam to withdraw all its forces from Cam- 
bodia to enhance regional security. 


Mr. Co said the “obstacle” in solving the Cambodian 
problem was “how to deal with the threat of the new 
coming back of a genocidal clique” and how to safeuard 
the Cambodian people from “a new holocaust.” 


The communist Khmer Rouge massacred hundreds of 

thousands of people when it ruled Cambodia from 
1975-79. It is now part of a resistance movement led by 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, who has launched talks with 

= —— government of Cambodian Premier 
un Sen. 


On fears in the region that Cam Ranh Bay was now a 
Soviet military facility, Mr. Co said “I have to state 
categorically that Cam Ranh Bay is a Vietnamese mili- 
tary base and under the full sovereignty of Vietnam.” 
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He said the Soviets only used the base for resupplying 
their vessels. 


to Talks on Spratlys 
HK2704044388 Hong Kong AFP in English 0426 GMT 
27 Apr 88 ; 


[Text] Manila, April 27 (AFP)}—Vietnamese Deputy 
Foreign Minister Tran Quang Co Wednesday said Hanoi 
and Manila have agreed to start talks between them to 
solve the five-nation dispute over the Spratly islands. 


Mr. Co told a news conference en: Jing his four-day visit 
here that the Philippines and Vietnam have agreed “to 
have peaceful talks to solve the Spratly problem.” 


Vietnam and the Philippines, along with China, Malay- 
sia and Taiwan, claim in whole or in part the strategic 
and reputedly oil-rich South China Sea islands and reefs. 


Vietnamese forces occupy 21 islands or reefs, the Phil- 
ippines eight, Malaysia three and Taiwan one. China 
landed troops on six reefs this year. 


Chinese and Vietnamese troops clashed in the islands in 
March, leaving three Vic tnamese servicemen dead and 
74 missing. 


Mr. Co said Manila and Hanoi have agreed to solve the 
problem “in a peaceful manner through diplomatic 
channels” and not to use “military force.” 


He acknowledged Monday the Soviet Embassy's claim 
last week that the problem could result in a major 
international conflict if not resolved amicably, saying it 
was “one of the possibilities.” 


Mr. Co’s visit came a week after Philippine President 
Corazon Aquino agreed with top Chinese leader Deng 
Xiaoping to “shelve” the issue, and amid talks here with 
Washington on the future of two U.S. military bases in 
the Philippines. 


Demonstrators Demand More Radical Land Reform 
HK220745 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 22 Apr 88 pp 1, 6 


[Text] About 10,000 demonstators yesterday converged 
at the Liwasang Bonifacio, rejecting the Congress ver- 
sion of agrarian reform and calling for a more radical 
program. 


The demonstration was the climax of two four-day 
caravans organized by the Congress for a People’s Agrar- 
ian Reform (CPAR) to pressure “conservative elements 
in the legislature to pass a genuine land reform pro- 
gram.” 
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Supporting CPAR were disparate cause-oriented groups 
such as the Bagong Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan) [new 
nationalist alliance] and Bandila [bansa nagkaisa sa diwa 
at layunin-nation united in spirit and purpose]. 


The Catholic Church, represented by Bishop Teodoro 
Bacani of the archdiocese of Manila, told the demonstra- 
tors of the Church’s support in the peasants’ “struggle for 
genuine land reform.” 


The rally brought participants from the two CPAR- 
sponsored caravans from Ilagan, Isabela in the north and 
Irosin, Sorsogon in the South. 


Caravan coordinators reported that there were 
tensions created by blockades established by the military 
along their way, especially as they neared Marila, there 
were no violent incidents. 


The rally was attended by peasants. professionals and 
students from member organizations of the Coalition for 
Peace, Labor Advisory and Coordinating Council, 
National Movement for Civil Liberties, Bayan, Bandila 
and CPAR. 


Before the proper, Senators Agapito Aquino 
and Wigberto Tanada and Congressmen Bonifacio Gil- 
lego (Sorsogon), Nikki Coseteng (Quezon City), Gregorio 
Andolana (North Cotabato), and Florencio Abad (Ba- 
tanes) spoke to the crowd. 


Aquino was booed by the partisan crowd but protested 
that, “I am an Aquino, not a Cojuangco. | think there's 
a difference there between the two.” 


Tanada said genuine agrarian reform and the removal of 
the US bases were vital in dismantling the colonial and 
feudal structures here. 


Abad, meanwhile, said the people are “impatient over 
the lack of political will from the top. A lot can be 
achieved, however, if the political will comes from 
below.” 


The legislators were handed a portion of the one million 
signatures that CPAR is collecting in support of its land 
to the tiller program. 


Bacani told the ‘Chronicle’ that the Church through the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines (CBCP), 
will continue to support the farmers’ fight for agrarian 
reform “provided that they use the non-violent way.” 


“We are completely behind the farmers in this,” Bacani 
said. Later, he told the crowd that. “There: is no peace in 
the country today because there is no radical land reform 


program.” 
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Caravan organizer and coordinator of the southern route 
Dina Abad said some 3,500 farmers were held up at the 
Binan toll gate in Laguna yesterday for a coupie of hours 
because the military insisted on searching every person 
and vehicle in the convoy. 


They were told by military authorities, Abad said, that 
there was a “revolutionary situation” in Manila. 


Along the northern route, in Gapan, Nueva Ecija, jeep- 
neys carrying at least 1,000 farmers from Pakisama were 
stopped by soldiers and after negotiations, only one jeep 
was allowed to proceed organizers said. 


In Marilao, Bulacan, some 10,000 farmers were stopped 
by a military checkpoint for six hours Wednesday night, 
preventing them from entering Valenzeula where they 
were to spend the night. 


Lawyer Hector Soliman, who rushed to the scene, 


reported that at 7 p.m. the atmosphere became tense 
when a brownout occurred. 


Finally, at 10 p.m. the marchers and vehicles were 
allowed to proceed to Fatima Church in Valenzuela 


where they spent the night. 


A group of 2,000 farmers from eastern Rizal, however 
failed to join the rally when marine soldiers allegedly 
blocked their route. As a result, the farmers staged 
separate vigils in Sto. Nino and San Andres in Cainta, 
organizers said. 


The northern group, led by coordinator Rafael Mariano, 
reached the Bonifacio Monument in Caloocan at 9 a.m. 
yesterday. After a mass at the monument, they pro- 
ceeded to Liwasang Bonifacio for the rally. 


The southern group coverged at Ugarte Field in Makati 
and marched through Ayala Avenue where they were 
greeted with confetti on their way to the rally site. 


Jaime Tadeo, chairman of the millitant Kilusang Mag- 
bubukid ng Pilipinas [KMP—philippine peasants move- 
ment} and Bayan said the incideats are “a manifestation 
rd the Aquino Government's growing tendency toward 


He added: “it is clear that we are now in a stage of 
undeclared martial law.” 


Aquino Rejects Proposed Cabinet Revamp 
HK221525 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1300 GMT 22 Apr 88 


[Text] President Aquino has rejected a proposal to 
reorganize the cabinet. This was the president's reaction 
to the proposal of House Speaker Ramon Mitra to 
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dismiss some cabinet members who were arrogant. The 
president said that Mitra should have informed her of 
his proposal for a cabinet revamp rather than going to 
the media. 


The president said she would talk with officials of the 
Public Works and Highways Department regarding 
claims by some congressmen that alleged corrupt district 
engineers have been dismissed without their knowledge. 
The president will also talk with the congressmen who 
have complaints against some cabinet members. 


Aquino To Stand by Four Officials ‘Under Fire’ 
HK220747 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 22 Apr 88 pp 1, 6 


[By staff members Sammy Senatos and Cristina Pastor] 


[Text] President Aquino will stand by her four embattled 
Cabinet Secretaries, now under fire from the House of 
Representatives, Executive Secretary Catalino Macaraig 
said yesterday. 


Macaraig said, however, the President was willing to sit 
down with legislators and listen to their grievances 
against the Cabinet members. 


He said Mrs Aquino had asked him to arrange a dialog 
with the complaining representatives. 


At the same time, Cabinet Secretary Jose de Jesus 
disclosed that the President would hold separate meet- 
ings with her Cabinet secretaries starting today to discuss 
their problems with Congress members. 


The rift between the and the Cabinet 
secretaries blew up in the open Wednesday when s:veral 
representatives called for the ouster of four secretaries, 
for being “uncooperative” with the legislature. 


The four are Transportation and Communications Sec- 
retary Rainerio Reyes, Public Works and Highways 
Secretary Juanito Ferrer, Health Secretary Alfredo Beng- 
zon and Social Services Mita Pardo de Tavera. 


Yesterday, Speaker Ramon V. Mitra added the name of 
Education Secretary Lourdes Quisumbing to the House 
list of unpopular Cabinet officials. 


Mitra cited Quisumbing, along with Bengzon and Ferrer, 
as among the executive officials to whom “congressmen 
don’t matter.” 


He was silent, however, in the case of Reyes and Pardo 
de Tavera. 


Some Cabinet secretaries, Mitra said, are “openly con- 
temptuous of politicians.” 


He recailed that Quisumbing, for instance, had repeat- 
edly ignored his telephone calls. 
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While acknowledging the “exceptional competence” of 
Cabinet officials in managing their departments, Mitra 
said such a quality was not enough to run a government. 
“They have to work with other peopie.” 


He stressed that it was the congressmen, not the Cabinet, 
who must face people during elections and explain the 
Government's performance to them. 


The “confrontational relationship” between the execu- 
tive and legislative departments, he explained, could be 
ironed out if only the President could convince her 
advisers that congressmen “are not enemies but part of 
her Administration.” 


President Aquino, when asked for her reaction to the call 
for the ouster of her four secretaries, told reporters 
yesterday morning: “I will meet with these congress- 
men.” 


Senate President Sen Jovito Salonga, who called at 
Malacanang yesterday afternoon, declined to comment 
on the ongoing tussle between the congressmen and the 
Cabinet members, saying it was “unparliamentary” for 
him to interfere with the actions taken by members of 
the House. 


De Jesus said that Mrs Aquino would visit the DPWH 
[expansion unknown] main office this afternoon to meet 
with Ferrer and discuss problems regarding the recent 
nationwide revamp of district engineers. 


The revamp has drawn strong protests from congress- 
men, who said Cognress should have been consulted. 


Editorial Urges Cabinet, House Cooperation 
HK230857 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 23 Apr 88 p 4 


(Editorial: “Getting the Team to Work Together”) 


[Text] The House of Representatives is at it again. If the 
call of Rep Hernando Perez (Batangas) for the House to 
issue a resolution calling for the ouster of some Cabinet 
members will be heeded, the Legisiative branch will be 
pitting itself against the Executive in still another display 
of its recently-restored authority. 


The main issue, according to some congressmen, is the 
arrogance of a number of Cabinet members and the 
contemptuous manner they deal with th representa- 
tives. 


More specifically, the solons are training their guns on 
Transportation Secretary Rainerio Reyes and Public 
Works Secretary Juanito Ferrer. Reyes is accused of 
defying Congress on the issue of the controversial Manila 
International Container Terminal (MICT) contract. 
Ferrer, for his part, is accused of treating the members of 
Congress in a cavalier fashion because he supposedly did 
not consult them in the reshuffling of district engineers. 
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Also the objects of congressional annoyance are Health 
Secretary Alfredo Bengzon, Education Secretary Lourdes 
Quisumbing and Social Services Secretary Mita Pardo 
de Tavera. The solons’ gripes against these three are not 
so clear, but it is safe to presume that they supposedly 
have not shown the congressmen the respect and defer- 
ence they believe they are entitled to. 


The Cabinet members have countered that the solons are 
the ones being arrogant the way they issue summonses to 
those in the Executive at the slightest provocation. The 
presidential appointees charge too that the solons are 
miffed if Cabinet duties prevent them from meeting with 
the legislators. 


The congressmen must be commended for taking their 
role as fiscalizer with great seriousness. On the other 
hand, the Cabinet members cannot be faulted for being 
upset by innumerable subpoenas to investigations con- 
ducted “in aid of legislation” when the motives of those 
issuing them could be personal and self-serving. 


Rather than dismiss the controversy as simply symptoms 
of the growth pains of a republic, we submit that some 
intensive self-examination must be made by the parties 
involved. Both members of the Executive and Legisla- 
tive branches, after all, are part of a team with a common 
goal and a shared objective: the shaping of a government 
which can bring unity, peace and progress to our land. 


in any team, conflicts are bound to arise. But if these 
differences are threshed out sanely and sensibly, with 
humility and mutual respect, there is no reason why they 
cannot be resolved. 


MALAYA Calls Congressmen ‘Spoiled Brats’ 
HK230911 Quezon City MALAYA in English 
23 Apr 88 p 4 


{Editorial: “House of Spoiled Brats”] 


[Text] The members of the House are acting like spoiled 
brats in their persistent whining over imagined insults to 
their persons by members of the Aquino Cabinet. 


Their job is to make laws, not to poke into the smallest 
matters that the executive department decides to do. 


Take as an example their complaint that the Department 
of Public works and Highways reassigned district engi- 
neers without consulting them. Sure they have the power 
to pass on the nomination of Cabinet secretaries, but are 
they really serious in their demand that their agreement 
be secured in every appointment, every change in assign- 
ment in the |-million strong civil service? 


That is in effect what these congressmen want and if only 
they would reflect on the consequences of such an 
arrangement, they would immediately see its absurdity. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


It is unfortunate that House Speaker Ramon V Mitra has 
thrown his support behind his power-crazed colleagues 
at the price of losing his credibility. 


Their litany of complaints is laughable: “Education 
Secretary Lourdes Quisumbing not returning phone 
calls; Highways Secretary Juanito Ferrer insisting that he 
could reassign his subordinates anywhere it pleases him; 
Transport and Communications Secretary Rainerio 
Reyes proceeding with the award of the port contract 
despite claims by a house panel that the award was 
unconstitutional (a claim contradicted by a ruling of the 
Supreme Court, the final arbiter on what the Constitu- 
tion says); Health Secretary Alfredo Bengzon, in his 
Capacity as peace commissioner, turning down the con- 
gressmen’s nominees to the Mindanao Regional Consul- 
tative Commission; and more unnamed members of the 
Executive making congressmen cool their heels at the 
anteroom before hearing whavever business, in the first 
place, the legislators have with line officials. 


We are not questioning the right of the legislature to act 
as a check to possible abuse of power by the Executive. 
But such matters are properly exercised in the traditional 
manner. They can rake the secretaries over live coals 
during the budget hearing, for example. In the extreme 
case, they can withhold money from any office they feel 
is not doing its work competently. They can make 
inquiries in aid of legislation. 


We have had a rich experience in this sort of give-and- 
take between the two branches of government. The many 
sitting members of the House who were members of the 
pre-martial law legislature ought to instruct their 
younger colleagues in such traditions. 


In kindness to the younger lawmakers, we would like to 
believe that the brazen way they throw their weight 
around is a hangover from the experiment on the parlia- 
mentary system we had during the years of deposed 
President Marcos where the Executive derived its power 
from the legislature. We would like to believe that their 
questioning of the acts of the Executive is not prompted 
by baser motives such as blackmailing the Executive into 
granting favors to interests for which they act as lobbyists. 


Senate Approves Interior, Safety Department 
HK210717 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
21 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] The Senate committee on national defense and 
security, after a closed-door meeting, yesterday 
approved the proposed bill that will create a Department 
of Interior and Public Safety. 


Under the bill, Senate majority floorleader Ernesto M. 
Maceda, committee chairman, said government will 
establish a system “consistent with the constitutional 
provision of local autonomy.” He added that the bill 
seeks to develop an efficient delivery of basic services 
“to the smallest political unit.” 
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The proposed department will include agencies such as 
the Philippine National Police (PiiP), People’s Arm for 
Community Development (PACD), Bureau of Local 
Governments (BLG), Philippine Public Safety College 
(PSC), and a “new” National Police Commission. It will 
abolish the Department of Local Governments (DLG), 
the Philippine Constabulary and the Napolcom. 


Sen. Maceda noted that the measure will create a “highly 
efficient and effective police force that is civilian in 
character and national in scope.” He added that the 
department will integrate all government functions 
regarding law enforcement, maintenance of peace and 
order, and public safety. 


The bill places police forces under the mayors’ opera- 
tional control, being ex-officio representatives of the new 


Napolcom. 


The DLG will be converted into the BLG, while the 
Philippine Cost Guard and the Narcotics Command’s 
functions will be under the PNP’s supervision. Fire 
departments will be returned to the local governments’ 
jurisdiction. 


The new department’s responsibilities as proposed in the 
bill are the formulation of appropriate supportive poli- 
cies, plans and programs in public safety, law, and order; 
the general supervision, direction, and control of the 
department’s bureaus and offices; and executive super- 
vision Over the administration of provinces, barangays, 
and other local political subdivision. 


The new measure is a consolidated bill of Sen. Maceda 
and Sen. Aquilino Q. Pimentel. 


Meanwhile, the Senate committee on public information 
and mass media agreed on an amendment to Senate Bill 
No 53, otherwise known as the proposed Right to 
Privacy Act, which will impose stiffer penalties to public 
Officials who “willfully disclose (classified) information 
to any person or agency without any authorization.” 


The amendment states that government employees who 
violate the proposed act will face the forfeiture of all 
benefits, and disqualification or removal from office. 
Also, the bill stipulates a P10,000 fine and imprisonment 
of up to one year. 


Says V Abolition Local Matter 
HK230641 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0600 GMT 23 Apr 88 


(Text) President Aquino today announced that it was up 
to local government officials to decide on the proposed 
abolition of anticommunist vigilantes. This was the 
president’s reaction to a proposal submitted by the 
Senate Justice and Human Rights Committee calling for 
the dismantling of vigilante groups due to reported 
abuses by them. 
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According to President Aquino, governors and mayors 
are the ones who can attest to the activities of vigilantes 
in their areas. Nevertheless, the president said that she 
would seek the opinions of the Commission on Human 
Rights on the issue. 


Ramos Opposes Disbanding Groups 
HK240504 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 
in English 0300 GMT 24 Apr 88 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos has categorically 
opposed the proposal to disband civilian self-defense 
groups or vigilantes. In a speech yesterday, Ramos said 
the dismantling of the vigilantes would jeopardize the 
country’s defense system. The defense chief pointed out 
that the vigilante groups are an important component of 
the national defense system. 


The Senate Committee on Justice and Human Rights 
had earlier recommended the abolition of the vigilante 
groups. Committee chairman Wigberto Tanada made 
the recommendation following numerous complaints 
against abusive vigilantes. 


Military Supports Vigilantes 
HK2504 142188 Manila THE MANIL4 CHRONICLE 
in English 25 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] The military warned yesterday that the disband- 
ment of civilian volunteer groups or vigilantes will 
adversely affect the Government’s counterinsurgency 
campaign in the countryside. 


Officials interviewed by the ‘CHRONICLE’ said civilian 
volunteer groups have succeeded in preventing commu- 
nist rebels from taking control of villages “liberated” by 
the military fron: the New People’s Army (NPA). 


Brig. Gen. Honesto Isleta, AFP [Armed Forces of the 
Philippines] deputy chief of staff for civilian military 
relations, also stressed that civilian volunteer groups are 
different from vigilante groups like the Ailsa Masa or the 
Integrated Civilian Home Defense Forces in that most of 
its members are unarmed. 


He said civilian volunteers are reservists who are either 
retired or inactive military officers and former soldiers. 
He added that the creation of these groups nationwide 
will be handled by the defense department under 
Defense Undersecretary Eduardo Ermita. 


For his part, Brig. Gen. Mariano Adalem, Army chief, 
said the rebeis were able to control certain communities 
mainly due to fear or sympathy with the NPA. 


He said the organization and mobilization of civilian 
volunteer groups is only part of the Army’s new counter- 
guerrilla concept, the special operations teams (SOT). 
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He said the SOT is number three in the strategy's 
Operation concept. The first two are to clear and to hold 
the area from rebels, and the third step is to consolidate 
the people by organizing them. 


Adalem said that in recent dialogues with civilians in 
some parts of Cagayan, Isabela and other provinces in 
the north, many people were requesting the military to 
form similar civilian armed force geograp.ical units 
(Cafgu) or civilian volunteer organizations .CVO’s) in 
their community. 


Adalem said the records show that volunteer groups are 
effective in the fight against insurgency in Visayas and in 
some parts of Southern Luzon. 


“The results are encouraging,” he said. 


Retired Servicemen Vow Support to Aquino 
HK211035 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] An organization composed of some 60,000 retired 
and reserve military officers of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines [AFP] recently declared full support for the 
Aquino government, and, at the same time, condemned 
rightist, divisive military factions seeking to overthrow 
the present administration. 


In a resolution adopted by the board of directors of the 
Association of Retired and Reserve Military Officers for 
Unity and Reforms or ARMOUR based in Camp Agui- 
naldo, the organization strongly condemned the reported 
establishment of a new group headed by the 28 August 
coup leader Gregorio Honasan. The group allegedly 
intends to cause disruptions and stage another coup 
attempt against the Aquino government. 


The right-wing group, according to ARMOUR, is com- 
posed of retired and active military officers, and is 
presently recruiting more members from different mili- 
tary units, organizations within the AFP, and veterans. 
The group allegedly ruins the integrity and loyalty of all 
retired AFP officials. 


Meanwhile, in an interview, ARMOUR officials did not 
give details about this newly-formed rightist military 
faction. But it is believed that this group could be the 
COMRADE or Council of Military Reforms Advisers in 
the Defense Establishment which was orga- 
nized by Honasan in Antipolo, Rizal, after his escape 
from BRP Andres Bonifacio, according to unconfirmed 
military intelligence reports. 


According to ARMOUR, the rightists group’s plan to 
overthrow the government continues to pose a threat to 
the country’s stability as well as jeopardizes the much- 
needed economic recovery efforts of the country. 
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ARMOUR, headed by retired Colonel Angel P. Garcia, 
aims to protect the rights of all AFP retirees. Garcia 
announced that the organization supports the Constitu- 
tion and the duly constituted authority of the Aquino 
government, and consequently, it is loyal and supports 
the incumbent government and all AFP projects. 


[Begin Tinola recording in English] We do not subscribe 
to their intentions. We will not be coddling them. We do 
not like the fact that the government will be disturbed 
because we can not go further in our economy. [as heard] 
{end recording] 


That was ARMOUR Vice President, retired Colonel 
Mateo A. Tinola. 


From Camp Aguinaldo, for Radio Veritas, this is Jona- 
than Cristobal reporting. 


Ramos Says Peace, Order Situation Improving 
HK200943 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] In a news conference held by Defense Secretary 
Fidel Ramos at Camp Aguinaldo this morning, Ramos 
said the killings committed in the streets of Metro 
Manila were desperate acts of the communist rebels to 
hide their dwindling support from the public. This was 
his reaction to yesterday’s murder of two naval officers 
and a well-known businessman. 


At the news conference, Ramos also said that the world 
condemns this kind of activity, but added that soldiers, 
businessmen, and famous personalities should be on 
their guard at all times. Nevertheless, Ramos asserted 
that the country’s peace and order situation was improv- 
ing, saying that almost 9.6 percent of violence-related 
incidents in the first 3 months of the year were commit- 
ted by the rebels. [as heard] 


[Begin Ramos recording in English] I would say that 
these tensions have gone down, as I was prepared to say 
that just before the president’s visit to China and in 
terms of the overall stability of the country. This is also 
considerably true, if we compare the situation now with, 
say, 3 weeks ago or 4 and 1/2 weeks ago. 


Let me give you some figures. From the level for 1988, 
which was at almost 1985, in our previous reports to you, 
this has gone down already by about 12 percent, as 
compared to 1985. So we are now at the level of about 
9.6 percent average of violent incidents arising out of the 
— insurgency for the first 3 months of 1988. [as 


Now, what does this indicate? It indicates that we are 
now in a period of greater stability, with the Armed 
Forces being able to keep the CPP [Communist Party of 
the Philippines]-NPA away from their targets, be they 
military, police, CHDF, or the civilian population. [end 
recording] 
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At the same news conference, Secretary Ramos also 
declared that the CPP-NPA was not greatly affected by 
the arrest of their top leaders. 


[Begin Ramos recording in English] Because as we know, 
the CPP-NPA is a very highly structured, and shall I say, 
tightly organized organization. There is always someone 
who is an understudy or an alternate ready to take over. 
We have to deal with that kind of happening. As some- 
body had said, they always try to avoid deep penetration 
agents. [end recording} 


That was Secretary of Defense Fidel Ramos in his news 
conference held this morning, where he discussed the 
recent murders by the Sparrow units, stressing that this 
was part of the NPA’s move to camouflage their dwin- 
dling public support. At the same time, he also empha- 
sized the improving peace and order situation in the 
country. 


Troops Reported Deployed at Major Facilities 
HK210933 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0800 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] Security forces have been deployed in major 
power and communications facilities to stop possible 
sabotage by rightist and leftist elements. This was con- 
firmed by Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos. However, 
Ramos clarified that this was part of normal security 
measures. 


The security forces have been deployed in power and 
communications facilities in Antipolo, National Power 
Corporation in Quezon City, (Rock Road) station in 
Makati, and the Meralco facilities. 


Personnel Involved in August Coup Charged 
HK220145 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1300 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] General H Peralta, inspector general of 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines [AFP], has formally 
submitted a report on the number of military personnel 
involved in the failed 28 August 1987 coup to AFP chief 
of staff General Renato de Villa. Here is Annie Agpay at 
Camp Aguinaldo with the details: 


{Begin recording in English] In the report today to Gen de 
Villa, Brigadier General Hermogenes P. Peralta Jr, the 
AFP inspector general connected with the investigation of 
the aborted August 28th mutiny, said a total of 2,002 AFP 
men were involved or implicated—21 1 officers and 1,791 
enlisted men; 999 AFP personnel were dropped from the 
investigation and their cases closed; 17 officers, including 
one inactive one, and 982 enlisted personnel. Eight hun- 
dred and two AFP men are siill undergoing pre-trial 
investigation—180 officers and 622 enlisted personnel; 
while 201 men were orosecuted under Article of War 105 
for administrative violations—14 officers and 176 
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enlisted personnel. The cases of 10 civilians implicated in 
the incident were referred by the AFP judge advocate 
general's office to the appropriate court. 


Meanwhile Gen Peralta recommended the dropping of 
the case against an INP officer and five other INP 
personnel for insufficient evidence. Ordered released 
from custody were police Lieutenant Raffy Manulid of 
the Guagua, Pampanga INP station; police Corporal 
Ricardo de la Cruz of the Cabanatuan, Nueva Ecija INP 
station; and Patrolman Edgardo de la Cruz of the Sara- 
goza, Nueva Ecija INP station. Results of the investiga- 
tion showed that the police personnel—some of whom 
went to Channel 4 and the Camelot Hotel on August 
28—had no knowledge of the real purpose or mission of 
their government towards Metro Manila. [sentence as 
heard] Most of those who found themselves in Manila 
and finally realized their predicament left the area at the 
first opportunity, investigation showed. [end recording] 


Some Guerrilla Troops Transferred 
HK230853 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 23 Apr 88 pp 1, 9 


[Text] Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen Renato S de Viila 
has ordered the immediate transfer of at least five PC 
officers and eight enlisted men involved in the Aug 28 
coup from a Navy ship to Camp Crame in Quezon City. 


Military authorities said the transfer was apparently 
meant to secure the prisoners and prevent them from 
escaping. They admitted there were reports that escaped 
coup leader Gregorio Honasan was planning to rescue 
some of his colleagues from detention cells in various 
camps in Metro Manila. 


Among the officers and enlisted personnel who will be 
transferred from the Navy’s landing ship tank (LST) 500 
to Camp Crame are Lt Col Reynaldo Berroya, Maj 
Clifford Noveras, Maj Alexander Lapinid, Capt Victo- 
rino Panganiban, Capt Loreto de la Cruz, M/Sgt Abun- 
dio Soriano, S/Sgt Miguel Duco, CIC [Constable Ist 
Class} Armando Telles, C1C Gregorio Labial, C2C [Con- 
stable 2d Class] Alfredo Trinidad and T/Sgt Rodolfo 
Dumague. 


Camp Crame sources said De Villa has instructed PC- 
INP Chief Maj Gen Ramon Montano to take in the 
prisoners. Montano was supposed to take custody of the 
detainees on Monday. 


The military said 2,002 officers and enlisted men were 
involved in the Aug 28 coup. A total of 999 officers and 
men have been released while 201 others have been 
punished. 


The remaining 802 officers and personnel are stili under- 
going pre-trial investigation, while 50 of them, including 
Honasan, have been recommended for court-martial 
proceedings. 
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At least two officers were kept in Camp Crame detention 
cells, aside from about 100 others who were involved in 
the GMA-7 takeover on Jan 27, 1987. 


Brig Gen Edgardo Abenina, former Central Visayas 
regional commander, who supported Honasan during 
the coup, is being kept at the Kiangan Hall. Maj Quirino 
de la Torre, a PC officer arrested with Honasan last 
December, is detained at the Constabulary Security 
Group (CSG) headquarters. 


Honasan Cleared of Graft, Corruption Charges 
HK2704104688 Manila THE MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 27 Apr 88 pp I, 9 


[Text] The Armed Forces anti-graft board has cleared 
dismissed Army Colonel Gregorio “Gringo” Honasan of 
graft and corruption charges stemming from P2-million 
cash advances he made in December, 1986. 


Brig. Gen. (ret.) Manuel Flores, chairman of the board 
said “as far as the probe body is concerned, Honasan is 
properly cleared of any liabilities of the cash advances he 
had made from the Armed Forces.” 


Flores said records showed that Honasan was issued a 
clearance in December, 1986 by the Department of 
National Defense (DND) and other offices and bureaus 
under the department. 


Earlier, President Aquino had said that Honasan 
escaped last April 2 because of an impending court 
martial trial in connection with the Aug. 28 coup attempt 
and the P2-million cash advances he had allegedly made 
and had failed to account for. 


Flores said “what remains now is for the Retirement, 
Service and Benefit System (RSBS) to gather informa- 
tion on where the equipment and weapons went.” 


Honasan had claimed that the P2 million was used for 
the purchase of weapons and military equipment for 
distribution to AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] 
units. 


Sources at the DND said the equipment, consisting of 
electronics and sophisticated firearms, are now being 
used by the DND and AFP. 


Flores said Honasan had already submitted to the board 
a statement that listed the equipment materials bought 
with the cash advance. 


However, he said he does not know where the arms and 
equipment are right now. The RSBS could not be con- 
tacted for comments. 


Armed Forces spokesman Col. Oscar Florendo said the 
DND clearance submitted by Honasan to the board is 


not enough to clear him of graft charges. 
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Florendo said clearances from the AFP and RSBS are 
necessary to say that Honasan is cleared. 


Senate Approves Cordillera Commission Bill 
HK210823 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] The Senate approved at second reading the pro- 
posed bill for the creation of the Cordillera Regional 
Consultative Commission. Senate Bill 314 submitted by 
Senator Aquilino Pimentel was described by the presi- 
dent as an urgent measure to speed up its approval. Like 
the Mindanao Consultative Commission, the Cordillera 
commission will assist Congress in enacting the organic 
law for autonomy in the Cordilleras. 


Leftists Reject Body 
HK201345 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 20 Apr 88 p 12 


[By Roy S. de Guzman] 


[Text] A critical group in the Cordillera refused to join a 
government-created regional body tasked to determine 
with Congress the powers and territorial scope of an 
autonomous body to be set up in the area next year. 


The rejection of the Cordillera Regional Consultative 
Commission (CRCC), bared in a statement sent to 
newspaper offices by the Cordillera People’s Alliance 
(CPA), in effect dimmed hopes that leftists, centrists and 
followers of renegade priest Conrado Balweg can unite 
and back self-rule prospects in the Northern Luzon 
region. 


“No, we will not participate in the betrayal and oppres- 
sion of our people in exchange for power and privilege. 
We will not be deceived and coerced by the Aquino 
regime. We will, instead, persevere in the struggle,” the 
statement of the CPA, a 25,000-strong militant group 
often branded by the military as one of the communists’ 
front organizations, read. 


one phn malig Fyne Bee Ay eng oH 
CRCC’s creation, a 1! pact she forged with Balweg 
providing for the establishment of a provisional govern- 
ment without convening an RCC or conducting a plebi- 
scite. 

Balweg, reached by telephone in Baguio City, refused to 


comment. “I have not been informed. It (CRCC) has not 
reached my attention yet,” the ex-priest said. 


But Balweg admitted he met with the same government 
Officials who trooped to the summer capital last week 
soliciting applicants to the RCC. 


A lawyer with the CPA, Joseph Humiding, explains why 
Balweg probably favors the arrangement. 
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He said 12 members of the 29-man Cordillera Executive 
Board, which runs the ad-hoc Cordillera government, are 
Balweg nominees. Stressing his point further, the lawyer 
said officials keep suggesting to prospective applicants to 
the 250-strong Cordillera Regional Assembly that they 
get the ex-priest’s endorsement to guarantee Palace 
approval. 


“Why would things be any different in the CRCC?” 
Humiding asked. 


It was Humiding and the CPA who announced in a press 
conference last Friday that Balweg will be tried for six 
“crimes against the people” allegedly committed by 
Balweg’s men in the Cordillera People’s Liberation 
Army. 


Balweg refused to answer the charges, which ranged from 
the killing of several leftist leaders to destruction of 
forests and community properties in certain villages. 


‘Lagi namang ganyan ang charges [Charges have always 
been like these],”” Balweg merely said. 


Negros Mayor, 90 Police Escape Attack 
HK210157 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 20 Apr 88 


[Text] A Negros Oriental town mayor and about 90 
police and militia men escaped death or capture by 
communist guerrillas Tuesday when they were plucked 
out of a hilly area in Siaton town after they encountered 
a large group of rebels. Siaton town Mayor Teofisto Yap 
said army helicopters rescued him and his policemen 
amid a hail of gunfire from some 100 NPA rebels whom 
they had encountered earlier. At least 2 guerrillas were 
killed and 2 militiamen were wounded in the gunbattle. 
Yap said he and the police and militiamen had gone to 
Barangay Mantikil in Siaton after receiving information 
that the rebels were gathering in that village. Yap said 
that on reaching a hilly area, he and his men encountered 
a large rebel force, and a fierce gunbattle ensued. While 
the policemen held the guerrillas at bay, Yap said he 
radiod the provincial PC headquarters for help. The 
mayor said that 4 army helicopters arrived not long after 
and started firing at rebel positions. The choppers then 
landed to pick up the mayor and his men to fly them out 
of danger. 


Military Arrests 2 NPA ‘Terrorists’ in Bataan 
HK211023 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] Two NPA terrorists were arrested in Bataan 
Province two days ago. In a report by RECOM [Regional 
Command] 3, and received at Camp Aguinaldo just now, 
the NPA terrorists identified as Maximiano Ramos y 
Cuenca alias Ka [Comrade] Imo 38 years old, from 
Maivar, Batangas, and Manuel Ramos y Cuenca alias Ka 
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Mimi were captured following an encounter between 
elements of the 165th PC Company and a terrorist group 
at Sitio Dumulog, Barangay Daang Pari, Orion, Bataan. 


PC elements recovered from the battle scene an M-16 
rifle, a long magazine for an M-16 rifle, two telescopes, 
and subversive documents. Thick bloodstains were spot- 
ted on the escape path of the fleeing rebels. 


The captured NPA were taken to the headquarters of the 
165th PC Company for a tactical interrogation. 


Meanwhile, a report from the Batangas Constabulary 
Command stated that six prisoners escaped from the 
Lipa City prison at around 0200 last Monday. According 
to the report, the inmates escaped by using an impro- 
vised key to open the door of their prison cell. They also 
sawed off the steel bars of their cell windows. The Lipa 
police are presently conducting an extensive search for 
the escapees in order to bring them back to prison. 


Thailand 


Cabinet Adopts Stand on Copyright Bill 
BK261500 Bangkok Army Television Channel 5 in Thai 
1300 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Spokesman of the Prime Minister’s Office Michai 
Wirawaithaya reported that the cabinet adopted the 
following stand on its presentation to the House of 
Representatives on the draft copyright bill. 


[Begin Michai recording] We have reached an agreement 
among us that the draft bill is partly meant to uphold the 
pride of our country. We do not want to take advantage 
of other countries through stealing. The bill is recognized 
by every country in the world, and Thailand should 
support it too. 


Another issue concerns the opposition’s no-confidence 
motion. We have also been discussing this, and we 
agreed that the opposition’s bid is in accordance with 
democratic principles. It is the government's duty to 
listen to the opposition and give it answers and explana- 
tions concerning the government’s performance so that 
improvement can be made. The government therefore 
has been preparing details to report to the National 
Assembly and the public on 9 May. [end recording] 


Former Premier on Chawalit, Copyright Issues 
BK240540 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
24 Apr 88 pp I, 2 


{By Banyat Tasaneeyavej] 


[Text] Prime Minister Prem Tinsula: .. is unlikely to 
give Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut a Cabinet position when 
he relinquishes his military positions, M.R. Khukrit 
Pramot said yesterday. 
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M.R. Khukrit said it would be difficult to find a suitable 
slot for Gen Chawalit, who announced on Friday his 
intention to quit as army commander and supreme 
commander on May 27. 


Gen Chawalit had forced the decision on himself by 
promising when he was appointed that he would remain 
in the position for only two years, said M.R. Khukrit. 


“*It is difficult to withdraw from such a statement,” M.R. 
Khukrit said. 


The resignation was not linked to the copyright issue or 
the May 9 censure debate, he said. It just happened to 
coincide with those events. 


“The problem is what is he going to do after resigning,” 
said M.R. Khukrit. 


“I don’t know what his intentions were when he 
announced he would resign after two years. 


**I don’t think even Gen Chawalit knows what he will do. 
I even want to find an answer for him, but I can’t find 
one. 


“Only Khun Prem wil! know what Khun Chawailit will 
do. But if Khun Prem remains idle, Khun Chawalit 
won't know what to do,” said the elder statesman. 


The former premier could not see how Gen Chawalit 
could become defence minister. 


“How can the Premier chase away Khun Phaniang 
(Kantarat) when he has not done anything wrong or 
reshuffle the Cabinet after September to make room for 
Gen Chawalit? 


“This is not correct, to make changes for the benefit of 
just one person. I believe the Premier would not do this,” 
he said. 


M.R. Khukrit said that even after the censure debate, he 
could not see how Gen Prem could justify a reshuffle to 
include Gen Chawalit, especially when all the ministers 
involved in the debate had stuck together and “fought a 
war” against the Opposition. 


“*So I don’t think he would join the Cabinet after he steps 
down because I can’t see which ministry is suitable for 
him,” the former premier said. 


M.R. Khukrit said he did not think it possible Gen 
Chawalit would be given the Inteior Ministry, because 
the incumbent, Gen Prachuap Suntharangkun, is a Prem 
man and close friend. 


*“Gen Chawalit is an active man and will not remain idle 
once he resigns,” he said. 
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“But no one knows whether he'll enter politics or do 
something else.” 


“The resignation will have an effect on the censure 
motion because Gen Chawalit had not helped lobby 
against it,” said M.R. Khukrit. 


**At the moment there is no indication Gen Chawalit is 
defending the Government (on the censure debate) and 
this is probably because he is about to resign,” he said. 


M.R. Khukrit said the Copyright Amendment bill is a 
more important issue than the censure debate because 
the Government has made a commitment to the United 
States. 


“There is more reason to dissolve the Government 
because of the Copyright Amendment Bill than the 
censure debate. 


“If the copyright bill fails, it means the Government 
cannot administer the country and Gen Prem would 
have to dissolve the House and call elections to let the 
people decide who is right and who is wrong,” he said. 


M.R. Khukrit said, however, he believed that the copy- 
right bill would be approved and that he did not believe 
that the government would dissolve Parliament. 


**] do not believe that Khun Prem would dissolve Par- 
liament because if he did so he would never get a chance 
to come back,” he said. 


Commenting on the censure debate, M.R. Khukrit said it 
is understood there would noi be any personal attacks 
against the Premier. 


The Premier would defend his administration in a broad 
sense while allowing his ministers to defend its perfor- 
mance on detailed issues. 


“I don’t think there'll be any excitement. This may be a 
good sign for the democratic process and have no effect 
on the Government,” he said. 


Debate Over No-Confidence Motion Continues 


‘Political Tension’ Said Rising 
BK230341 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
23 Apr 88 p 4 


[Report by Ranyat Thatsaniyawet] 


[Text] With just over two weeks before the May 9 
censure debate against Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon 
and his Cabinet, political tension rose swiftly this week 
with the emergence of an unexpected problem relating to 
the controversial Copyright Amendment Bill. 
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The source of the problem is none other than the hard 
stance taken by the Democrat dissidents over the bill— 
scheduled for second reading consideration on Thursday 
[28 April}—a move considered by many MPs as a threat 
to the survival of Parliament. 


The rebels’ decision to vote against the bill, claiming that 
the party should follow its previous stance of backing a 
bill which excludes computer software, comes at a time 
when all energies—both government and Opposition— 
are focussed on the censure debate, and indeed, took 
many by surprise. 


For the first time in nearly nine years, the Opposition 
now has a chance to shoot at a prime target—Gen 
Prem—and is busy preparing itself for what it considers 
to be a showdown. Parliamentary sources said this week 
that Prachakon Thai Party leader Samak Suntharawet 
and Community Action Party leader Bunchu Rotchana- 
sathian have been preparing themselves to tackle the 
Government on foreign policy issues, with Mr Samak 
focussing on the unresolved Thai-Lao border conflict. 


Mr Samak is also expected to debate on financial issues 
and communications, while Progressive Party leader 
Uthai Phimchaichon has been boning up on “other 
political issues” and Ruam Thai Party leader Narong 
Wongwan will tackle the Government’s agricultural pol- 
icies. 


The most sensitive and stinging attack, however, will 
come from Mass Party leader Capt Chaloem Yubamrung 
and his criticism of Gen Prem’s performance. The Oppo- 
sition believes that the Government’s weakest spot is the 
Premier’s personal life and Opposition politicians have 
clearly indicated in comments this week that they plan to 
raise this aspect in the House. 


Political observers believe that Opposition statements 
referring to the Premier’s personal life, particularly those 
by Capt Chaloem, are aimed at frightening the Premier, 
hoping that he would not be able to endure such attacks. 


On the other hand the Government is also gearing up for 
the debate and has urged respective party leaders and 
secretary-generals to prepare the defence of each minis- 
terial portfolio. Government MPs are confident that the 
Opposition would not be able to topple the Government 
since it is unlikely to be able to command the 175 votes 
necessary to force the Government to resign. 


The worst scenario for the Government, these MPs say, 
is for the censure vote to be close which would allow the 
Opposition to continue to criticise that although the 
Government survived the debate, it did not do so 
convincingly. Government sources said that during the 
last censure debate against Communications Minister 
Banhan Sinlapa-Acha of the Chat Thai Party, the min- 
ister obtained 220 votes of support. The Government, 
these sources said, should be able to obtain no less than 
this amount. 
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The Copyright Amendment Bill and the hardline stance 
taken by the Democrat rebels this week, however, have 
unsettled this somewhat predictable scenario and cre- 
ated an atmosphere of fluidity and uncertainty in the 
political situation. 


Senior government sources admit that they only 
expected the dissidents to either walk out or abstain from 
the vote and not take a stance diametrically opposed to 
government policy. The sources interpret the rebel posi- 
tion as indicating that members of the group no longer 
consider themselves part of the Government. 


The dissidents’ stand on the bill recalls memories of the 
May |, 1986 parliamentary dissolution when a group of 
MPs led by former Social Action Party member and 
presently United Democratic Party leader Buntheng 
Thongsawat helped defeat the government-sponsored 
Automobile Act. 


Views differ as to whether a dissolution will occur or not. 
Certainly the Chat Thai Party feels that the bill could 
prompt the Premier to dissolve the House. It has tried, 
and will continue to stall debate on the bill until political 
temperatures cool. 


Some MPs feel, however, that Gen Prem would not 
dissolve the House simply because the question of who 
would be the next Army chief after Gen Chawalit Yong- 
chaiyut has reached a crucial turning point. These MPs 
feel that Gen Prem would want to be in full control when 
he has to consider an appropriate successor. As caretaker 
prime minister, Gen Prem would lack the full authority 
to handle this usually sensitive issue. 


Another line of thought, however, believes that Gen 
Prem will not tolerate a vote by government MPs—and 
theoretically the dissidents are still government MPs— 
against a government-sponsored bill and would dissolve 
the House if they take this action. They believe that Gen 
Prem would still have a good chance to return following 
a general election since there is no one else who is as 
qualified. 


Despite these theories, no one can say with any certainty 
what Gen Prem thinks or plans to do. He may think that 
after eight long years he has already done enough; the 
economy is looking good with prospects of a brighter 
future; that he has—within the “rules” laid out for 
him—maintained and upheld some semblance of a par- 


liamentary democracy. 


Yet, despite these efforts, the political situation remains 
fluid and is likely to persist. Gen Prem may no longer be 
able to work efficiently under these conditions and 
[believe] that the best option may be to dissolve the 
House and allow fate to take its course, and accept the 
possibility that he may not return to Government House. 
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Continues 
BK240538 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
24 Apr 88 p 7 


[From the “Inprint” column] 


[Text] With two more weeks to go until the scheduled 
no-confidence debate against the Government, it 
remains possible for the Opposition’s motion to be 
overturned as lobbying continues, SIAM RAT reports. 


The lobbying, it says, “has led to some doubt as to 
whether or not there will be a reversal of the situation in 
the run-up to the debate in two weeks’ time.” 


The Opposition has obtained 85 signatures—or well over 
the 70 required by the constitution—to endorse the 
no-confidence motion against the entire Government of 
Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon. The debate has been 
set for May 9. 


Both political and military groups are lobbying for the 
Government. Spearheading the politicians is Col Phon 
Roengprasoeiwit who has tried to persuade 19 members 
of the United Democratic Party [UDP], of which he is 
adviser, to withdraw their support from the motion. 


Military lobbyists, largely concentrating their efforts on 
the UDP, are reportedly led by Army Chief Gen Chawa- 
lit Yongchaiyut and Maj Gen Mongkhon Amphonprasit, 
commander of the Ninth Infantry Division and a former 
aide to Prime Minister Prem. 


But the lobbyists are seen to have started their work too 
late, leading KHAO PHISET to cast some doubt on the 
seriousness of their intent. 


The main question raised is whether Gen Chawalit and 

Col Phon seriously want to overturn the Opposition’s 

no-confidence motion. Col Phon at this point may well 

be considering a switch of loyalty from Gen Prem, whose 

political role is not what it once was, to Gen Chawalit, a 

- mate who is gaining political clout, KHAO PHI- 
, Says. 


“Col Phon is a clever man ... He has done his duty to the 
boss by opposing the no-confidence motion ... only he 
was a little late. Whether the lateness was due to shrewd 
calculation or otherwise is anybody’s guess,” KHAO 
PHISET quotes a source as saying. 


Another factor to be considered is the possibility that the 
military, in general, may want to stop “carrying” the 
Prem Government because it is upset with criticisms of 
its handling of the Romkiao affair and the Green North- 
east project, reports suggest. 


On top of these undercurrents, there has been some 
unease over the question of Gen Chawalit’s future and 
the matter of who will succeed him when he steps down. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


KHAO PHISET last week said the indicator of military 
sentiment towards the censure motion lay in the 19 UDP 
MP’s loyal to Tamchai Khamphato. That these MP’s 
have now endorsed the no-confidence motion shows 
which way the wind blows. 


In a remark that made clear his stand, Gen Chawalit 
during a recent address at the Social Welfare Council, 
made a distinction between national security and gov- 
ernment stability. 


He said the upcoming censure debate might affect gov- 
ernment stability but not national security because it 
would be conducted according to democratic rules. 


SU ANAKHOT points out that if th. no-confidence 
debate t2kcs place, the Government stands to lose in the 
long run, whatever the immediate outcome. “Even if the 
Government wins on votes, it will lose in the end,” it 
says. After the debate, the Government will not be able 
to continue to exist indefinitely. “The problem is how 
long the Government will be able to stand it,” the weekly 
concludes. 


Editorials View Issue 


BK251026 [Editorial Report] Two Thai-language dailies— 
SIAM RAT and NAEO NA—on 23 April carry editorials 
on the opposition parties’ plan to grill the government in a 
no-confidence debate scheduled for 9 May. 


SIAM RAT’s editorial on page 8, entitled “A Lesson 
From General Prem,” says: After members of opposition 
parties had successfully gathered sufficient votes to sup- 
port a censure motion against the government, a number 
of MP’s from the four coalition parties, plus a faction in 
a major opposition party, made known their intention to 
protect the government from being grilled by the Assem- 
bly. Yet, their efforts failed, and the government will 
have to face the censure bid on 9 May. 


There is nothing wrong in trying to abort the censure 
debate, but such an attempt by an opposition party to 
protect the government from being grilled by parliament 
is obviously undemocratic. 


In point of fact, General Prem Tinsulanon is not an 
elected prime minister according to democratic princi- 
ples; he was chosen as prime minister because of his 
ability to achieve a compromise among ail political 
parties, interests, and influential groups. It is therefore 
impossible to expect de*.ocracy to grow under his lead- 
ership, and it is difficult for Prem himself to accept 
democratic rule and face criticism. 


The editorial concludes: “This is an important lesson the 
Thai people have learned from their political mistake of 
choosing Gen Prem Tinsulanon as the government 
leader 7 or 8 years ago. If we again have to chose as 
leader a non-elected person, we must make sure that he 
is a person who upholds the principles of democracy. We 
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must not pick a new leader who is like Gen Prem 
Tinsulanon, who destroys democracy. We should learn 
our lesson. Once is more than enough.” 


NAEO NA’s editorial on 5, entitled “Government 
Siability,” hails the show of support by some 200 gov- 
ernment MP’s who went Hyde abe en a Ba in the 
wake of rumors about a possible dissolution of the 
House. “This is an encouragement for the government to 
pursue its duties,” the paper says. It adds: “The gather- 
ing at the prime minister’s house on 21 April has given 
confidence to the general public that the government is 
strong and stable, and ready to face the challenge from 
the opposition parties.” 


Calling on politicians to play by the rules and to place 
national interests above all, the editorial notes that the 
present government has the right to continue in office 
until its term expires in 2 years. “There is no reason for 
a cabinet reshuffle, a resignation by the entire cabinet, or 
even a dissolution of the House of Representatives. All 
mechanisms are functioning properly and should con- 
tinue functioning as usual for the sake of national 
stability,” the editorial concludes. 


Prem, Army Leaders Hold ‘Get-Together’ 
BK250139 Bangkck THE NATION in English 
25 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] About 15 top military men tured up for dinner 
with Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon at his Si Sao 
residence last night in what they described as a “normal 
get-together.” 


Army Commander in Chief Chawalit Yongchaiyut, 
Defence Minister Phaniang Kantarat and Interior Min- 
ister Prachuap Suntharangkun were among the guests. 


Reporters were barred from going inside and had to 
observe the gathering from the outside. 


Armed Forces Chief of Staff Sunthon Khongsomphong 
said there was nothing special about the occasion. “‘It is 
a normal get-together,” he said but declined to say what 
was discussed during dinner. 


The gathering, which lasted about three hours beginning 
at 6 pm, came amid political tension marked by the 
forthcoming no-confidence debate and Chawalit’s plan 
to resign next month. 


Sunthon also refused to answer whether the no-confi- 
dence motion was discussed at the dinner. 


““My boss told me not to say anything,” he said. 


Sunthon earlier said the army would not intervene in the 
no-confidence motion. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The general was said to be instrumental! in lobbying to 
derail the no-confidence motion against the Prem Gov- 
ernment last April. 


Mideast ‘Terrorists’ in 
BK250826 Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 
24 Apr 88 pp 1, 20 


[Text] A highly placed source at the Police Special 
Branch has disclosed that a number of PLO and Libyan 
terrorists, in the guise of tourists, have been in Thailand 
and have set up their operations centers in Bangkok. The 
source said two groups of terrorists have turned to 
Thailand as a base for their operations and training 
because they have faced heavy suppression in Beirut, 
Lebanon, and in Hong Kong. 


“They have expanded branches for training to the north- 
east, recruiting northeastern people who worked in the 
Middle East, and also recruiting Muslims from the 
southern provinces for training. The authorities are 
keeping a close watch on them,” the source said. 


Faced with these developments, the Coordination Cen- 
ter for Prevention of International Terrorism, compris- 
ing forces from the three branches of the Armed Forces 
and the police, has provided extra security for six foreign 
embassies in Thai , the U.S., Iranian, Brit- 
ish, Iraqi, Israeli, and Kuwaiti Embassics—as well for as 
a number of personalities who might be targets of the 


groups. 


The official expressed confidence that the Center for 
Prevention of International Terrorism would be able to 
check any undesirable incidents which might be created 
by the groups, and maintain peace and order in the 
country. 


It has also been reported that Tashio Ichikawa, second 
secretary and vice consul of the Japanese Embassy, 
accompanied by four embassy officials on 22 April met 
with Crime Suppression Division commander Police 
Major General Rungrot Yamakakun to plan coordina- 
tion with Thai police in cracking down on Yakuza 
gangster groups whose activities include abduction of 
Thai women for prostitution in Japan. The Japanese 
Officials requested the names of about 50 persons 
believed to be provid acon tates ole ae gang- 
sters, and the names those against whom there are 
Outstanding arrest warrants and who now are hiding in 
Japan—including Osaka—Surin or Piak Phakphum. The 
Crime Suppression Division, meanwhile, requested 
from Japan the names of Yakuza members who have fled 
arrest warrants in Japan and are now hiding in Thailand. 


Satellite M of Hilltribes Approved 
BK2704034288 BANGKOK POST in English 
27 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] The Cabinet yesterday approved the proposal to 
use satellites to monitor the movement of hilltribe peo- 
ple for national security and narcotics suppression. 


: 
| 
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The Cabinet was told that the proposal initiated by the 
National Research Council [NRC] is aimed at boosting 
national security along the border. 


Under the proposal, the data received from LANDSAT 
and SPOT satellites will be used to follow the relocation 
of hilltribesmen, study the changc of cultivation areas 
2 id pinpoint opium and marijuana growing areas. 


The target areas will cover a total of 3,179 villages in eight 
provinces of Pan, dhe tell yr y Chiang Mai, Mae 
Hong son, Tak, Kamphaeng Phet, and Kanchanaburi. 


The operation will last about three years from 1988-90. 


The project, costing about 6.5 million baht, will help in 
drug suppression and forest destruction prevention 
efforts. The data can also be used in the demarcation of 
border line and national defence. 


The National Research Council will work closely with 
the Public Welfare and the Local Administration depart- 
ments and the Office of the Narcotics Control Board in 
the implementaiion. 


The Cabinet also allowed the NRC to sign a remote 
sensing and data dissemination contract with France’s 
SPOT Image Co. 


The contract signing was proposed by the Ministry of 
Science, Technology and Energy. 


Under the contract, the firm will provide satellite data 
on forestry, land use, irrigation, fishery, and environ- 
ment. 


The Cabinet heard that the Canadian International 
Development has assisted Thailand in upgrading 
Thailand’s LANDSAT station which is now capable of 
receiving more detailed data under the Thematic Map- 
per System from the LANDSAT in the United States and 
the SPOT in France. 


The Thai station will be the first in Southeast Asia to 
have complete data on natural resource survey. 


Lao Stance, Stalemate in Border Talks Viewed 
BK220700 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 
1030 GMT 20 Apr 88 


— gaat Words and Obscure Stance of Lao 
ip” 

{Text} General Sisavat Keobounphan, LPA chief of the 

Genera! Staff, recently told Thai Ambassador to Laos 

Niran Phanuphong to tell the Thai Foreign Ministry that 

Laos wished to hold a third round of talks with Thailand 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


to settle the border problem. Anyone hearing this news 
welcomes it. However, without a written to back 
up those obscure words, who can believe Gen Sisavat? 
We already know how he is from our previous experi- 
ence with him. 


2d Lieutenant Praphat Limpaphan, deputy and acting 
foreign minister, said he considered the Thai ambassa- 
dor’s report on 18 April concerning the developments in 
the Thai-Lao problem simply a relay of words made by 
Gen Sisavat to him personally. As we know, Gen Sisavat 
is a person who enjoys talking and who talks carclessly; 
case in point, his comments during a visit to Vientiane 
by a group of Thai Army housewives. We, therefore, can 
never judge what he says seriously. If the Lao leadership 
is sincere, it should send a written message to Thailand 
clearly indicating what subjects Laos wishes to bring up 
in talks with Thailand. 


It is noteworthy that Laos’ stance has not changed, even 
after the report on Gen Sisavat’s statement by the Thai 
ambassador. Laos has always insisted that Article 2 of 
the 1907 French-Siamese Treaty is the basis of the 
border interpretation, which is unacceptable to Thai- 
land. Laos wished to impose on Thailand its version of 
the border demarcation. This is tantamount to arbi- 
trarily altering the legitimate borderline. In short, Laos 
wants its stipulation to be accepted by Thailand. 


From the beginning of the political negotiations to solve 
the Thai-Lao border dispute, Thailand has consistently 
upheld as the basis for talks the basic principle of justice, 
its determination and sincerity to solve the existing 
problems with Laos through peaceful means, and con- 
sideration of the fraternal relationship between the 
inseparable Thai and Lao peoples. 


But as it happened, certain people in the Lao leadership 
overlooked Thailand’s good intention towards the Lao 
Government and people. They resorted to propaganda, 
senselessly slandering Thailand and trying by all means, 
such as tricks at the meetings, to distort facts and 
mislead others into a wrong opinion about Thailand. 
Despite their repeated statement that they wished Thai- 
Lao negotiations to resume, the Lao leaders have never 
changed their stand, especially concerning Article 2 in 
the 1907 French-Siamese Treaty. 


Laos wanted Thailand to accept that the Huang River is 
the only borderiine dividing Thailand and Laos. Based 
on the internationally accepted 1907 French-Siamese 
Treaty, the 80-square-km area of the current border 
dispute between Thailand and Laos is divided by the 
Huang Nga River; whereas the Huang River also marks 
the borderline, but in other areas. For a better under- 
standing, listeners, we would like to explain here that the 
tiuang River has two sources: the source of Phukhao 
Miang, called Huang Nga, and the source which flows 
from Phu Soi Dao, which is claimed by Laos. The two 
rivers join into one—the Huang River. 
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Throughout, Laos has tried to reject the comprehensive 
text of the treaty and holds that the Huang River is the 
border demarcation line, without mentioning Phukhao 
Miang; if it were ever to mention it, Laos would claim 
that both Phu Soi Dao and Phukhao Miang are identical. 
As Laos is selective about provisions in the treaty, 
Thailand, therefore, cannot accept Laos’ theory. Laos is 
taking advantage of Thailand politically. Thailand can- 
not accept Laos’ theory, as it would mean recognizing 
that the disputed area belongs to Laos prior to any 
verification and establishment about the border demar- 
cation being made. 


The Foreign Ministry spokesman made it clear that 
Laos’ justification of its claim that the Huang River is 


the borderline, based on Article 2 of the treaty appendix, 
is tantamount to bypassing the work of the border 
demarcation committee to be set up. Thailand, there- 
fore, cannot accept such a condition in the negotiations. 


Dear listeners, if Lao leaders sincerely wish to achieve 
peace through the settlement of the border dispute 
between Thailand and Laos, they should be more sincere 
in talks with Thailand instead of just repeating empty 
words or adopting an obscure stance without concrete 
substantiation. Such a stance only reflects insincerity 
from the part of certain Lao leaders who harbor ill 
intentions toward the Thai-Lao relations. They clamor 
about peace, yet act in a contradictory manner. Never- 
theless, Thailand repeats here that it is ready to hold a 
new round of talks with Laos. 


If Lao leaders are sincere, the Lao Government should 
indicate its desire officially. We hope the Lao Govern- 
ment will adopt a more constructive approach. The talks 
will produce results only if both parties are sincere with 
each other and uphold the principle of justice and the 
internationally accepted law—that is, the 1907 French- 
Siamese Treaty and relevant maps—to which Laos is 
committed under legacy from France. The prime minis- 
ters of both countries have agreed to accept it as the 
fundamental principle in the negotiations. 


Military Reports Cambodian Border Situation 
BK221112 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 
1030 GMT 21 Apr 88 


[Text] The Information Office o ..« Supreme Com- 
mand has reported continued mopping-up operations by 
Vietnamese and Heng Samrin’s Cambodian soldiers 
against forces of the tripartite CGDK factions in the 
border areas of Cambodia. Fighting was reported in 
Thmar Pouk, Ratanamondol, and Dis- 
tricts of Battambang Province, and Banteay Ampil and 
Samraong Districts of Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey 
Province. A number of Cambodians were also recruited 
for work under the K-5 Plan for road repair in Banteay 
Ampil and Samraong Districts of Oddar Meanchey 
Province, opposite Ban Kruat District, Buriram Prov- 
ince, and Kap Choeng District, Surin Province. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Concerning the situation at the Thai-Cambodian border, 
fighting between patriotic forces of the tripartite CGDK 
factions and Vietnamese anc Cambodian forces of Heng 
Samrin resulted in a number of heavy weapon and 
artillery shells landing in Thailand. A number of Thai 
villagers were wounded and their hcuses were damaged. 


Soviet Scholarships Offer 


The Soviet Embassy has informed the Foreign Ministry 
that the Soviet Government is offering 60 scholarships 
to Thai students for the 1988-89 academic year. Of the 
60 scholarships, 55 are for studies at the bachelors level 
and 5 at the masters level. The Soviet Ministry of Higher 
Education also offers 10 scholarships to Thai students 
for a l-year study of the Russian language. The scholar- 
ships will cover tuition and boarding in the Soviet 
Union, but students will have to pay for their own plane 
tickets. [Summary] [BK260712 Bangkok SIAM RAT in 
Thai 22 Apr 88 p 10} 


Vietnam 


Foreign Minister Sapports CSSR Proposals 
BK261452 Hanoi International Service 
in English 1000 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach 
said that the proposals on establishing a zone of trust, 
cooperation, and neighborliness on the borderline between 
the Warsaw Pact and NATO member countries put forth 
by Mr Milos Jakes, general secretary of the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party, on 24 February 1988 is an important 
initiative because the warlike circles in NATO are trying to 
cross confrontations against proposals on disarmament of 
the Warsaw Pact member countries. 


In an interview with correspondents of Czechoslovak 
news agency CTK, Mr Nguyen Co Thach affirmed that 
this proposal shows a high sense of responsibility of 
Czechoslovakia to the security in Europe and meets the 
urgent demand and ardent aspirations of peace-loving 
people in Europe and the world. 


(sn this occasion, Mr Nguyen Co Thach aiso affirmed 
Vietnam's support for this goodwill initiative of General 
Secretary Milos Jakes. 


Van Linh’s Letter to Army Journa! 
BK251008 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 22 Apr 88 


2 mark the 40th anniversary of TAP CHI 
AN DOI NHAN DAN as well as the ine’s new 
name of TAP CHI QUOC PHONG TOAN DAN [ALL- 
PEOPLE NATIONAL DEFENSE REVIEW], Comrade 
General Nguyen Van Linh has sent a letter to 
the editorial and to all readers and contributors to 


the magazine. The letter said: 
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Respectfully to TAP CHI QUOC PHONG TOAN DAN: 


Dear comrades, to commemorate the 40th anniversary 
of TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN and to mark the 
ine’s new name of TAP CHI QUOC PHONG 


TOAN DAN, I would like to send my best wishes for 
progress and high determination to win to the comrade 
members of the editorial staff and to all readers and 


the party’s lines. Further, these organizations have 
stayed close to realities, have brought the collective’s 
intellect into full play, and have contributed in a positive 


The on-going socialist revolution in our country is aimed 
at the following two strategic objectives: building social- 
ism and defending the socialist fatherland. The sixth 
party congress has highlighted the spirit of renovation, 
above all, renovation in thinking and in all aspects of 
activities of the party, the state, and the people to 
overcome difficulties and help lead our revolution for- 
ward. Therefore, the party’s dialectical work is of very 
great importance. 


The party's military dialectical work must re“cct the 
sixth party congress’ renovative spirit and must contrib- 


We must master the party's military lines and creatively 


sary to give TAP CHI QUAN DOI NHAN DAN greater 
responsibilities and to rename it TAP CHI QUOC 
PHONG TOAN DAN. 


It is necessary for TAP CHI QUOC PHONG TOAN 
DAN to strive to fulfill its profound and glorious 


party cadres assigned to the Armed Forces, party orga- 
nizations, state agencies, and mass organizations. 


It is necessary for leading cadres, research cadres, and 
ee Se 2S ee ee 
nizations, state agencies, and mass organizations to 
continue collaborating with the editorial staff by contrib- 
uting more articles, by using materials provided by the 
journal to conduct research and studies, and by making 
suggestions as to how the journal can improve its quality 
and develop its effectiveness. 


It is necessary to bring into full play the intellect of each 
and every one of our cadres and to turn the journal—a 
military and political dialectical vehicle of the party— 
into a forum for our research cadres to hold discussions 
and exchange viewpoints and experience in a democratic 
atmosphere. In this way, they will be able to clearly 
understand and creatively apply the party’s military lines 
and contribute to developing Vietnam's military science 
and art. 

It is my hope that TAP CHI QUOC PHONG TOAN 


DAN will always prove itself worthy of being one of the 
effective tools for the party to achieve a strategically 
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New Caledonia 


Kanak Spokesman Interviewed on Hostages 
BK260554 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] French security forces in New Caledonia are still 


The spokesman, Mr Leopold Joredie, pe eptp ww 


He said the French troops had been given orders to use their 
pny end pe hing adem! mene «7 ) aged 
the French resistance during the World War. 


French Minister Says Libya Trained 
eye y Hong Kong AFP in English 1420 GMT 
Apr 


[By David Davies] 


ony Noumea, April 26 (AFP)—Civilians fled their 

as Melanesian separatist gunmen terrorised the 
ew «bad of Canala Township in New Caledonia Tues- 
day. [passage omitted] 


French Minister for Overseas Territories Bernard Pons 
told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE that dense bush and 
rugged terrain on the island made it very difficult to 
locate the kidnappers and their prisoners. 


AUSTRALASIA 51 


Mr. Pons, speaking later on a local radio station, accused 
Libya of having trained Melanesian separatists and being 
“totally responsible” for the latest wave of violence 
which has left six people dead and 12 wounded since 
Friday. 


He also charged Socialist President Francois Mitterrand, 
soundly beaten by his conservative Prime Minister Jac- 
ques Chirac in the iocal poll for the first round of the 
presidential election Sunday, of backing the separatists. 


Leaders of the Kanak Socialist National Liberation 
Front (FLNKS), the main separatist group, told a press 
conference that the wave of violence rocking New Cale- 
donia was “a rising of the Kanak people” against the 
French. 


Hnalaine Uregei, a member of the FLNKS Political 
Bureau, said that the Kanak separatists had several plans 
in reserve and were determined to keep up their pressure 
on the French Government. 


The FLNKS leaders said their objective was the opening 
of negotiations with whatever French Government 

after the second round of the presidential 
elections on May 8. 


They spelled out three conditions for negotiations: — 
The nomination by the French authorities of a “media- 
tor” empowered to negotiate with the Kanak indepen- 
dence movement 

—The abolition of the new statute for New Caledonia 
enacted in December by th: government of Prime Min- 
ister Jacques Chirac 


—The evacuation of Ouvea Island by the French security 
forces. 


Mounting tension among the various racial communities 
in New Caledonia sparked a demonstration by immi- 
grants from Wallis Island, a small French South Pacific 
complained oflharassment by Kanak 


Imitating the tactics used by the Kanak separatists in the 
past four days, the Wallis Islanders set up road blocks 
near the land of the Saint Louis tribe, a separatist 


stronghold. 

emia stb aniie dc af taniin tale on 15 
kilometres (10 miles) south of Noumea, early Tuesday 
but j were unable to discover who were 


involved in the shooting. 
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Papua New Guinea 


Provincial Leaders Form New Political Group 
BK2704073588 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 27 Apr 88 


[Text] Political leaders representing Papua New Guin- 
ea’s five island provinces have established a new group 
in a push for greater political autonomy for their regions. 


Radio Australia’s Port Moresby correspondent, Sean 
Dorney, said the creation of the New Guinea Islands 
Forum comes after 3 weeks of political upheaval in Port 


Moresby. 


The five provinces in the group covered the islands of 
Manus, New Ireland, New Britain, and Bougainville. A 
steering committee has been set up following a 2-day 
meeting of nine national parliamentarians in Rabaul this 
week called by the premiers of the five provinces. 


The committee is to be chaired by the member for 
Rabaul and minister for minerals and energy, Mr John 
Kaputin, and includes the deputy leader of the Pangu 
Party, Mr Rabi Namaliu. 


Sean Dorney says it is not clear if the new grouping will 
form a solid block in the national parliament. He said the 
development has worried the prime minister, Mr Wingti, 
the opposition leader, Mr Somare, and the deputy prime 
minister, Sir Julius Chan who all appealed for national 
unity. 


Solomon Islands 
Foreign Ministers of Melanesian Group Meet 


Papua New Guinea ‘Accuses’ France 
BK 260624 Melbourne Overseas Service in Er-glish 
0500 GMT 26 Apr 88 


[Text] Papua New Guinea’s foreign affairs minister, Mr 
Akoka Doi, has accused France of preventing the people 
of New Caledonia from deciding the future of their 
government. 


Mr Doi, who is in Solomon Islands for a meeting of 
foreign ministers of the Melanesian Spearhcad Group of 
countries, says the developments in New Caledonia 
require a detailed assessment aimed at mounting a plan 
of action against the French Government. 


He urged other Pacific foreign ministers to do all they 
can to inform the world of what he called the unjust 
colonial situation in New Caledonia. 


AUSTRALASIA 


New Caledonia Poll Rejected 
BK260818 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0800 GMT 26 Apr 88 


(Text) Foreign Ministers of the Melanesian Spearhead 
Group which includes Papua New Guinea, Solomon 
Islands, and Vanuatu have rejected the outcome of the 
regional elections held in New Caledonia on Sunday. In 
a joint statement issued after a meeting in Honiara, the 
foreign ministers said the elections did not reflect the 
wishes of the Melanesian people, the largest ethnic group 
in the French territory. 


In the elections boycotted by a large section of the Kanak 
population, the pro-French conservatives won a Clear 
victory. 

French Withdrawal U 
BK261058 Hong Kong AFP in English 1004 GMT 
26 Apr 88 


[Text] Sydney, April 26 (AFP)—The three Melanesian 

nations of Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu and 
the Solomon Islands were reported Tuesday to have 
called for the withdrawal of French military forces from 
neighbouring New Caledonia. 


AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATED PRESS (AAP) said a 
joint communique issued after talks in the Solomons 
capital of Honiara between the spearhead foreign minis- 
ters blamed Paris for the latest outbreak of violence in 
New Caledonia. 


Foreign Ministers Akoka Doi of Papua New Guinea, Sir 
Peter Kenilorea of the Solomons and Vanuatu’s Donald 
Kalpokas said the situation in New Caledonia had been 
created by the French Government's colonial policies 
and practices. 


The three ministers called on France to take immediate 
steps to reduce tensions by withdrawing military person- 
nel from New Caledonia, AAP said. 


They also urged Paris to safeguard the land rights of 
Melanesians, provide information to the United Nations 
on plans for a fair act of self-determination and create 
conditions favourable to a constructive dialogue with the 
leading separatist group, the Kanak Socialist National 
Liberation Front (FLNKS). 


The ministers also reaffirmed their commitment to the 
“just struggle” of the Melanesian people to gain indepen- 
dence, which they would continue to support at interna- 
tional forums, and offered continued educational assis- 
tance to Kanaks. 


Violence erupted in the French territory in the run-up to 
regional elections Sunday and has continued since. In 
one incident separatists killed four gendarmes and 
abducted 27 in an attack on a police station Friday. 
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